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Deap Mum, As wa have been informed that we May give 'an account of our
‘Sovements up W our arrival at Cape Town, I'm gping'yo have a good
try at ite ™ : S | |

Vhen war broke out we wers in the north of Scotland doing:
9x2rcisaes, these wara continusd for quitz a while, it mainly conasisztad
of patrolling the North Sea betwaek Scotland and Norway and until
German aircraft sjook us up we sa¥ pothings " Early in the afternoon
of SaptMbor 26th wo sightad thrae unidehtifisd flyingdboats low déwn on
thohorizen shadowing ds, w2 immbdintely flow off a numbor of Skua fight-rs
and /or divo bombors, thoso shot one sea plale down forc2d a sacond into
tha soa whore the oraw wird picked up by 2 dastroyor thz third was
d4amagoed but got away 1s our planes had little fuel About two hours
latar w2 hoard that 81 aircraft had l2ft Gormany and wora looking for
the fl2et Eithor by design or acoldent thrae 2ireraft got sa.ariatad
and thesa throe found us and the battleflest. ™“Befors we know ws woras
sightad a British Hudson raconaisance plans fla by was ohallanged and
gav> the corract roply™a fow mInutss later 3 gsimilar plane appeirad
wa3 challangad and gava an incorrset roply this put us off and just
befors wa opened firs~tho German bember —achine ‘gunncd the flight dzck
and r2gainad haight, she thon roturned amid H.E. sholl burst from our
guns and dropped 3 1,200 1b H.E. bomb whizh-"had wo mot altcred coursa
would hav2 landaed on tho fore ond of the flight deck and would havs
blown bur bows pratty well off, as it was it ox loded in tha sea -about
20 yards from our port bow aird tha forse of it lifted our bows ¢lear of
the wator. Four more bombs of a sraller ¢alibrae word dropped by the
1ireraft 211 falling woll clzar At tho same tima'we were attackad the
othar two Yircraft atticked tha rast of tha flaet During the attack
thore wera no casualties on oithor side” The Gorman pilot who attacked
us cortainly know his stuff as he-flaw olitside thoe range of our short
r-nge arsament and at too closc a-range for the 45" to ba fully sffactive.
' After the North Soa patrol and tho air attack w2 turnad
our attontion to 2n anti-submarine patrol down th2 wast ccast of
Ir-12nd w3 had onz or two suceess-es. S

Septambor 30th was spent in fusling "and storing ship
maximum capacTty at a saorst pandazvous w3 Blid out late that night
steacing north thon west wilkha screocn of destroyers these left us
the followingz day and ths day after .wo rondezvoused with>the Renown -
about half way“across ths Atlantid “Thon we turned Scuth avoiding=—
shipping routes. As soon as W2 ‘Yama oppositsthe North Ccast of
Africa w2 staamed south-2ast and n the 1lth Octolor afrived at
Practown S:irra Loonw, hiaving" 8ighted no land sénb¥ 123ving Scotlanfl
On Friday 13th I wen't ashore and had 3 lookround ‘bought some posteards .
and triad” tho boer Whith“turmed out to de bottled in Manchaster. -
Tha followiny uight (S-turday) wo Wailed and on thé 18th crossed tho
"1ina” fa very short ceremony being held) going"fsqﬁth ’[‘then vost on
the 20th wo Wore loss than 100 miles from Pornambudoeo;i Scuth Amorica
roturning to Proetown thrse days later. The fdllowing Wednesday tho
Crossing the Line ceremony was held 1nd was followed by a concort in
tha Hangar Threo days later wo left Froetown t_:?m‘a pat“ 1 again



2, - -

crossing tho line and paturning om the 6th Novembar. On the 10th

¥2 oommonced $0 paint ship and on tho followingTuesday laft in x hurry
but poturnsd two days lator. Tho night of tha 17th was spent in storing
and refuelling-and at 1lOpm on tha 18th wo laft Just aftor w2 crossed
tha linc our scracen of daestroyersg 12ft us and of courss the Rencwn
remiinad with us. -

Saturday 25th two of our aircraft crashed in a cloud
four wers saved on2 was killad and the othor is migginge Tho sca burial-
wvas hald in the zvening  This was our second accident as a submarine -
shot down two airecraft with machina’gunfirs four wer2 kill-& or missing
tha sub was afterwards dastroyed and tha crow ol 45 escaped and wera taken
prisotderse You may romomber that at about €. egvin.t. off the 2nd of
Dece the B.B.0. announced that ths German ship Watugsi soét hoers-lf on
firs to avcid ¢apture by a british eruigere. This eruiser was in our
force 1nd was despatchai to capture Eh Garman ship she found it abandoned
and on firo chi picked up tha orew aid pasgangars whon we arrivad at about
Spm local time (7.pm.zemet.)chs was 4till burning and was a danger to
shipping so wo and the cruiser had a faw pradtice shots at her themh
tho Renown finishad hor witha 15® shell and she sank immadiately that
was at 5.45pm Yooal timo quartor of an hour latser the B B.C. announced
At as havms ‘boen sunk“ an hour prevously. -

Weo arrivad at Cape Town tho followmz‘ moening - Leave was
given from leCpm ‘teo llpme bUt I was unable to go 2shors The whits
rstlsr rasidents turned up iy their sars and offarzd to take us rides
etc many want and were well entartained besidas travalling round the
surrounding ‘districts ih cars thoy raturned loaded with'fruit ind cigs
having thoroughly enjoyed thomsolves. Whilst thoy wer¥ ashora w2 wers
rofualling and gatting "in more su-7l1%s™ts. Weo laft carly the follovmz“
day (4th). -

¥o have had a pratty good time and havs captursd the
Venh:sls ?spolling and caused the Adolf Woerman to scuttlo herself and 6
course the Watussi.

I am afraid this is as far as I am allo'ecr*to
tall Jou o=

You should rsezivs anothor letter at the samse time
as this ' The othar is pagistarsd and contains 30/-

As thers is mothing mors 1 can think of 1'1] olose

With-losae from -

Gordone ™



