
COLOMBO FLASHING SIGNALS.

W hen
C O M P A S S  T A B L E , 

a Compass Signal is made by itself it sig- 11.

H O R A R Y

1 P.M.

[’A B L E .

23. 1 A.M.
nines Unit the A dm iral intends to steer that course. 12 9 24. 2

11. N . by Ii. 27. S. by  W . 13. 3 25. 3 ,
12. N .N .E . 28. S .S .W .
13. N .E . by N . 29. S .W . by*S. 14. 4 >» 26. 4 „
14. N .K . 30. S .W . 15. *> » 27. o ,,
15. N .E . by  E . 31. S .W . by  VV. 16. 28. 6
16.
17.

E .N .E . 
E . by  N .

32. W .S .W .
33 . W . by  S. 17. 7 „ 29. 7 „

18. East. 34. W est. 18. 8 „ 30. 8 „
19. E . bv S. 35. W . by N . 19. 9 ,, 31. 9 „
20.
21.

E .S .E .
S .E . by E .

36. VV.N.VV.
37. N .W . by  W . 20. 10 „ 32. 10 „

22. S .E . 38. N .W . 21. 11 „ 33. 11 9
23. S .E . by S. 39. N .W . by N. 99 12 M iduiffht. 34. 12 N oon.
24.
25.

S .S .E .
S. by E .

40. N .N .W .
41. N . b y W . Minutes are denoted by their proper figures.

26. South.

Q uarter points m e denotec 
T hus “  Com p.”  232 =  S .l

42. N orth .

by the figures 1 ,2 , and 3. 
: . b y S . l S .

Thus “  I Io r .”  2135  =  35 minutes past 11, p .m . 

Seconds m ust be made separately.



COLOMB'S FLASHING SIGNALS.
TA B L E  OF FLASH ES FOB A L L  SIGNAL BOOKS.

1 - 0 MMB
o m m 7 -  —
8 -  -  - S "
4 -  -  -  - (J m m MM
5 -  -  ■ • - 0 "  "

Finish or Stop m m  m m MM &c.
General Answer ^ m  « MM a MM. See.

Notk.— Two descriptions o f  flashes lire used, the short 
and the long, the former being about half a second in 
duration, and the latter about a second and a half.
Naval Signal B ooks. Flashes. ALPHABET,

Compass .

Pendants .

Numeral . 

Geographical

H ora ry .........................

Interrogative . 

Negative .

List o f Navy . 

Alphabet .
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i 
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i 

i 
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i

A
5

B
G

C
7

D
8

K
y

F
10

G
11

11
12

I
13

J
14

K
15

L
16

M
17

N
18

()
19

P
20

Q
21

It
22

S
23

T
24

IT
25

MM MM
V
26

W
27

N
28

Y
29

/
30

T o  bo answered nml repeated the same ns Flag 
Signals by day unless ordered to the contrary.

All Signals made to a single Ship, Division, or 
Squadron, to commence and end with their Pen­
dants.

Care to In* taken in trimming the lamps, not to 
spread the wicks.

The “  Distant Signals”  o f Ships to he used with 
the “  List o f the Navy ’ ’ Pendant.

“  Starboard Division ”  is denoted by “  Pen­
dants”  1.

Port Division ”  by “  Pendants ”  2.
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roCKTI! INSTRUCTION.*28

S io n n C A n o m  o p  t h k  D ista n t  S ig n a l s  w k r n  m ade  
SINGLY, WHICH WILL BE INDICATKO BY 44 S T O P "  
VOLLOWIXU EACH IIoM T .

B. A *ks Damn of Ship or Signal Station in sight.
C. Yes.
D. No.
.F. Repeal Signal, or hoist it in a  morn conspicuous place.
6 .  Cannot dUtinguidi your Flogs cotae nearer or moke 

Distant Signals.
H. You may communicate by tbo Semaphore, if  you 

pleat*.
J. Stop, or bring to. Something important to communi­

cate’.
K. Have you any Telegrams or Dispatches for me.
L  Want a Pilot; can 1 have ono ?
M. Want n Tug ; can 1 have one ?
N. What is the Meteorological Weather Forecast ?
P. Calls attention of Signal Station in sight.
(i- VmteLi ask* for orders by Telograph from Owner, 

Mr. —- , at--------.
It. Report me by Telegraph to my Owner, Mr_____ , at

S. Send the following message by Telegraph.
T. Send the following mewage, by tho Signal Letters, 

through the Telegraph.

W. —  ~

The f»lk>wing table shows the Morse Alphabet arranged for 
instruction

Morse A l p h a b e t .

K ■ T
I m m M
S m m m O

H • ■  ■  ■
A m — N
U m m mm D
V m m m — B
w m MM MM G

C



C
 ^

 P
! O

 ^
 C

8S0

Mahkh of PvNcrcATiotr.
Comma (,),■  —  -  —  » —  A A A  
Full stop (.). -  -  -  -  • -  H I

Mixccllanboim Sioxalo.

I’rvp&rotirc and m um , Ac.
(A t W i n W  uiceciaon t f  dots.}

Stop. —  —  —  —  —  —  — • Ac-
(it continued succession o f lUsAet.) 

General •anrar. •—  —  . Ac.
(A cutiuutd succession ofprolonyrd d<u*er.\

Station sign. ■ —  -  P

Right, »  —  -  —  R T
Cipher, ■“  • • ■—  ■ ■ C C
Numerical ngn. ■ ■ '/■
Signaller'* indicator. -  —  "  —
Obliterate*.»  —  “ “  ■



330 rocnm ixstbcctiox.

E x p l a n a t i o n  o r  M ia c k l l a .v r o i -* S i g n a l s .

See. T k  Prkta rativk Sion is used 
when communicating with tux> or more stations in sight to call 
Uieir Attention before (tending »  nietnage. It is also used to call 
the attention of an unknown station. To acknowledge this sign 
the reci ivmg aWtNwi, should give, instead cf the “  General An- 
swej," ica-tUatinioAing lettw or letters (without the prefix P), 
arnl repost this SlNnr next signal is begun.

This sign is also the Krasuur Signal. It is used to erase a 
wort! or group that has been strongly sent. It should in this case 
be answered by the Krsm. uk.

—  ““ “  “ “  •“  —  —  fcc. Tbs Stop denotea the
end of a message when sending to two or more stations and no 
distinguishing signal lias commenced it.

— ■» , See. The Crnkral Axswkr is tlie
acknowledgment that a word or group is seen and understood. 
This series of prolonged dashes is to be continued until the first 
letter of the next word or group is called out by the man reading.

*’  The Station Sion followed by a letter is the
Divtixquikiiino S ignal or Call Signal of the ststioo.

SEMAPHORES.
The Semaphores, or Signal Stations, established on the 

coast of France, have, wherever practicable, the means of 
intcrcoinmuuicntion l»y Electro-Telegraphic Wires witli each 
o liter, and witli the chief Metropolitan, Provincial, tuul 
Foreign Telegraph Stations.

Rv the method hereafter described, pacing vessels will 
he able to exchange communication witli these Semaphore*, 
and their messages will be received, and, if  required, for­
warded to their destination according to the established 
Tariff of Rates.

Although at present then- are no similar facilities o f com­
munication placed at the Service of Shipping frequenting 
the count of the United Kingdom, it is believed Lliat should 
Signal Stations be hereafter established. the French system 
affords the simplest moans o f Signalling by Semaphore 
lietweeu the shore and Ships in the offing, at a distance 
whence the colours o f  Flags would not bo distinguish- 
able.

At a moderate distance the Signal Flags of the Code can, 
o f course, be used by both Ships and Signal Stations, but
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lh« Distant Signal* slwuld on all occasions be employed by 
Ships when it U found llial the Code Flag! cannot be

TIm- Semaphores are furnished with three Arms. When 
at real the Anus an- not visible. When at work tho position 
of the Anns in tho thn-e directions, indicated in the 1 late, 
represent* n-sjustivcly the three Symbols used a. tl>e
Distant Signal Code. . . .  ■

Tlie Semaphore Signals will cOMoqwntly bo always read 
oft' a« Distant Signal-, tho position or direction o f the Anns 
indicating respectively the l'cndant, tho Ball or the rug .

A dai-tatios  or Tin: Kbk scii Sum A rn o  w o  S n m a  TO 
TUB COMMRKCIAL COUK FOU MAkISO DlSTAM 
S ignals.

N.B.— The D ue at the lop o f  the ««•< remains i»  the 
fvsilioH indicated below whilst Signals arc being made 
by this Code.

L.M.U. Bar or Kotruict U Duagsrous.
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SEM APII0R1C SIGNS,
m t u e d  ro Tim OnAitACTKiM of tint SroxAl Flags ix TnE 

Vocabulary.
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ALPH ABET FOR SEMAPHORE SIGNALS.

B o n ? f i u J  K L

m m m
M X  P Q R S  T  V W

\LTOIABET FOB COMPOSING DISTANT SIGNALS USED IN 
CONNEXION WITH THE COMMERCIAL CODE OK SIGNALS 
BY MERCHANT SHU'S.

nt twn Hymboli Jiare t

ji_
Y',10 arr ra&nltiR ■lire .or lank. W»»l Iftcctof IYomo**- 

into jAaiitnr. juiw itlate Surrin r-

I

IxrtumL Wnulnt-
mnUote

Pn-|urat|ie. r
Ami Stoii after otfh O m tbia  Siaiial.

f
Annul Sinai.


