CHAPTER O
THE BARRACKS WEREMNS

Sporrey after the outhreak of war the fiest batch of the
re-formed Women's Roval MNaval Servics, seventeen in
number, arrived in the Barracks. They were Weilers for the
Certificate. and Drafting Offices. From then onwards the
number of Wrens in the Barcacks increased tapidly, uniil
on [-Day. when there were 2000 Wrens in the Portsmouth
Command, il reached BOO. Ar first the Wrens in the
Bartacks were controlled from Coronation House af the
top of Kingz Road, the W.R.N.S. Headquarters in Ports-
mouth Command, but after & Tew weeks Mrs. Horsey, a
First Odficer who remained in charpe ontl April, 945,
moved inlo the Barracks, occupying what had formerly
been: the TNavy Week Office. Although the Bareacks was
the last establishment in Porlsmouth to agree to hawve
Wrens, their services proved subsequently to be indispen-
zahle.

After the arfival of the first batch. it was decided (o uze
Wrens as Oificers” Stewards, Cooks, Ship's Cooks, and as
Wiriters in the Pay Division, the Commadore's Office, the
REeguluting CHlices and the Signal Distributing Office, Later
there were Wrens in the Mail Odffice, the X-ray Deparl-
ment and the Welfare Department, and a small number
also served as Dnivers and Teleprinter Operatars. Af first
all the Wrens weore immoebile, that iz they were recrmiedl
locally and Tived at home, but by degrees the ks
received more and more mobile Wrens, and by the emd
of the war there were vary few immohile ones [aft,

The first Wrens sulfered a delay of almost a year before
they were issued with uniforms. The uniform osiginally
proposcd consisted of a navy blue skin with a jumper top,
a sailor's collar and the Sea Guide’s hat, by when a
photograph of this rig appeared in o national daily paper
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uite naturally it caused consternation among the Wrens!
priunately the proposed design was abandoned and: the
navy blue coat and skirt, with the collar and tie, adopicd
instead, When King George V1 wisited the Barmcks in
December, 1932 he:was surprised thet the Wrens were
not then in uniform, and @ was not until six or scven
moaths later that an? came through.

Some time Iater; after the umiforms had been issued, Mr,
AL V. Alexander, who was then the First Lord of the
Admicalty, raized the question of the design of  the
W.RM.E: hats: whilst mspecting the Wrens in the Bar-
racks. He invited supgestions for o new hai and a5 o result
a small wnofficial commities of Wrens was =et up in the
Barracks wnder Mrso Horsev, They considersd  warous
desipns submitted by the more arcistic Wrens and decided
of & beret as first preference, Their choice was sent 1o the
Admiralty and the beret was adopted later togéther with
a replica of the Oficer’s hat for Chicf Petty Officer and
Petty Oficer Wrens,

One of the fiest quarters Lo be taken over for the Wrens
working in the Barmracks was S Michael’s Orphanage.
Dover Court m Kenl Boad was requisitioned for the
Dicafting OMlice Wrens when their office moved to South-
sew, and when the Barracks took over the Pier Hotel the
Eawledge Mursing Home was acquired 1o house the Cooks
and Stewards working there. Later, when the Pay Ehvisions
neoved  back into  Portsmouth, to Commercial Hoad
Buildings, the Pendragon Haotel was acguired together with
part of Lennox Mansions and a house in Villizrs Foad:
Bowlands. the Royal Naval and Royal Marine Maternity
Home near the Queen’s Hotel, slso housed Wrens, and a
col was endowed there after the war to record the fact,

Al first the Wrens were recruiled and enrolled, after a
probationary period, in the Burracks. They wers paid oncs
o week in the Gymnasium and when their uniforms arrived
they were kitted up in the Barracks. Later recruiting and
traiming were tuken over by Heddiguarters. Wrens were
drafted 1o the Barracks as required. and the issue of
clothing was taken over by the W.EN.E Supply Depart-
ment. All Wrens in the Barracks had to attend dnills once a
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week until they were passed oug by the Drill Tnstructor and
Mrzs. Freeman, a Third Officer, who worked in conjunction
with him; 2 contingent alsa ook part m Divisions each
week, The Wrens marched in many war-time parades and
when the various (owns near by hefbd ‘-.-’i-:’.-::nr;r Parpdes in
1945 it was the Barcracks that suppled the W R N5, con-
tingend. Every Wren atlended & gas course and went
through the gas chamber; there was also a W.RN.S. fire
squad amd they manned a hose during the air raids.

Even during the worst peciod of the bombing, however,
recreation was not neglected, Hockey, tennis, and nethball
matches were arranged and the ouldoor swimmng baths
at Hilsen were used during the summer of 1948, before
they were closed for the rest of the war. The Wrens wers
then given the use of the swimming bath at the P.T.
School once o wesk and they held regular races there.
When the tennis” courts in Govemnment House were
bombed they were allocated courts on the LS. pround;
there was g nethall court in the grounds of 5S¢ Michael's
Orphanage and evening nethall matchez also ook place
i1 the Gyninazium of the Barracks. Several sports meelings
on the LL5 grounds were orpanised by the P.T. School and
there were also shonoting facilities for the Wrens bath in
Barcacks-and ot Stamshaw Camp. Towards the end of the
war the Barracks” Wrens organised a concert party which
went anit 10 France [or a week under Third Officer Tinn
1o entertain Lhe tooops.

The Wrens came thoourh the tryving war years with
fiving colours. Although some of them were bombed oul
of their homes during the biitz on Portsmooth, one had
her hushand killed beside her in an air raid and several
of them Iost hushands or close relatives on aclive service,
their keenness never slackened. and it was characteristic of
all Wrens in the Barracks thai they went willingly about
any extra duly thut might be required. At the peak during
the war there were 75000 Wrons: today there are less
than 3,506 In Portsmouoth there are now about 200 living
in the Dachess of Kent Bareacks and less than 100 of these
work i the Barracks, They are employvees inoall clecical
categories, in the Sopply Section and as Dental Sacgery
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Adlendants. . There 1 a4 W.RM.S  Personnel Selection
Officer 0 the NS.CW, Section and o small number of
Chicf- Petty DHficer W.E-N.5. Welfare Workers in the
Family Welfars Section,
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