CHARGE OF WEARING YV.C.
' RIBAND.

-
CAMPBELIL ACQUITTED.

‘Al a Dorchiester camp yvesterday the tvlal by
Court-martinl of Driver Willinm Richard Campbell,
Australian Imporial Forees, wns continged. He was
chinrged with wearing the ribond of the V.0. and the
chevrops of a4 gergeany, to which bo was not entifled.
The offences were alloged to have been committed at
Warchsm nnd at York, ub which city the nvoused
man was given a Munsion House receptivn by the
Lord Mayore. , _

Compbell wos feand “ Not Cuilty " on both
charges and’ he wrs wcequitfed, The wverdleb was
recdived with cheeriug in Courh, ‘Pn:ﬁhidn tha Court
hunidreds, of Anzies assumbled, they chaired
Cumpbetl and gave him a hearty teception,

Formul evidence woz ziven on belalf of the War
Otfice to the effect that the Vicloria Cross hud npot
Been: awarded to Campbell, and thab no letter lad
been.sent to lim stating that [ hod been awarded.

In his evideuge, Campball ssid that on August 7
he wus attaclied to o trench mogtar battery, and he
went with a party to the front line trenchos, LEnxly
on Auvgust 8 lils serpeant was killed, and he Wil
strucled by the officer it clurge to take thé sos~
gesnt’s place, and was given the atripes of the dend
man, Un the 10th, after his officer had been Killed,
the Inmiskillings were altacked on his left by Gore
mmns, who took possession of their tronch mortars.
He then took the dead officor's vevelven, vallied liis
men, and drove the Germans off, recovering the
mostars, ' Thore were 15 or I6 Germans and soven
of his men. He Killed w few of the enemy with the
revolver ond was woundcd in. four ploces. Aflor
gome Lime at o military hospital ot York ho sejoined
bis camp in ths South of Euglund. snd there, on
November 23, he received a lotter from the Austradion
Headquarters, London, enclosiug a V.C. riband and
fiving him authority 1o wear it, The lptter wos
sddressed “ Scegennt Campball, VoC.”  TL wos gimed
(rineval Johnstone. ' Whila at Tork ot Cheistmos he
fell jil, ond, theugh he wos given o modical ecorlifi-
eatn. ho'was locked up #s an absentes end brousht
to gamp under escorl. At the eamp, howaver. the
chonrpe of being en ubsentee way at onen dismissad.

Frivate Leake, V.0., pave evideuce an belnli of
Campbell. Ho first saw the accused man wearing the
riband townxds the end of December, when they wern
bolh entoriained by tho AMayoress of Warsham, The
witnoss did pot nsk Campbell bow he bud won the
decoration, as lvs obj to beinz questioned him-
solf shout hisown deed. A letter from Major Brows
APM,, wae produced, stating that it seemed that
Campbell bod been he viotim of & practical joke,




