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ARMY SERYICE

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir—There is a feeling in the Army, and
I believe it 15 widespread, that the time has
come when men who have now been servin
over lwo and a half years should be alluwcg
10 wear some mark of their service. Before
the corresponding period of the last war
chevrens had been inrroduced to mark scrvice
oversea, and in the fourth year ihie ribbon of
the Mons Star was awarded to the surviving
veterans of 1914, In this war Germany has
issued certihicates, signed by Hitler, 10 men
who ook part in the occupations of Austria
and Czechoslovakia and the campaign aeainst
Polond, ‘These have Leen found amory the
reasured possessions of dead or caplured
Germai soldiers. Al experience proves the
value to moral of decorations and distine-
tions; other nations have used them more
i}'}mﬂlf and perhaps with greater effect than we

ave. .

in this war it is cler that a chevron of a
dilterent colour should be given for home ser-
vice, and just as much to civil defence workers
as 1o those in the armed Forces. The over-
sea chevron ma%' often Tepresent more experi-

ut the chevron given 10 men
of the A.A,, coast defence, and the halloon
barrage may represent more boredom, lonpeli-
ness, and patient vigilance. TPerhaps the cjvil
defence workers of our blasted towns have the
Tullest  experience of both, two winters of
wearisome wailing and one of strenuous and
dangerous action,

[t will hardly be supzested that all recogni-
tion should be posiponed until victory has
beest won. At a time when we hepe the oifen.-
sive phase of the war is about to begin, recop-
nition seems due to those who successfully
staved off defeat during the days of our greatest
weakness. * Yours fajthfully,

HUGH MOLSON,
| Houose of Comrmons, Aprzl 14,




