LIST OF JITHESSES

Lieuten&nt Corrmancder B, A, Falwcr, R
.5, MERCURY

Lieutenant R. C, Blows, R.H.V.R
HJL.5. WERCURY

Leading Seaman Frnest Bastaan, RN
LS. TERCURY

Leading Seamman Re H. Cope, R.W.
FLHLS . HERCURY

Tnﬁineer Lieutenant A, Henderson, R,
. MERCURY

Commander L. C. Jindsor, R.H.
11th linesweeping Flotilla

K

T

el¥ e

v
A

R.N.V.R.

R

V.R.

ed

55 to 60

61 to 69

/0 to 72

73 to 71

78




N
L

o

Court of Inguiry held et Naval Base, IIilford Haven, in the presence

Cormander K.A. XK. loney, OBE., R., {retd) H.i.S.
Actg. Ty. Lieut. Comasnder J. licLinden, R..R
Shipt. Lieutenent A, J. Cole, R.N. (retd) H

regarding the losc of H..l. Paddle liineswesoer MERCURY at 2,15 on
29th Deceute 1940,

TEUTENANT COLTIAM B. A, PALMER, RN V.R, COZAIDING CrFICER

{0

eiles . LERCURY

{Caution read)

It is your opinion that there were two mines in the sweep at the
some tite?

4ell it is a peint I rave not meantioned in my report, After the
exolosion occurrsd = pilece of ine about 2 inches square was blowm up
on our deck, it was found to be a bit with billet markings, It is
possible that the mine in the otter was one of those wnich had been
sunlt and that I3 was subrerpged with sufiicient buoyancy to keep it off
the bottonm,

this viece of mmine grrived, did you

Could you tell =e,
pick it un?

It was blowm on deck z2fier the exvlosion nd was vpicked up by the
Leacin ~ Seaman,

Covld vou tell me how many bullet holes were in this piece?

caman could probably give
abin for evidence, but of
ship foundered,

e it mysely, but the Lea
Wwas put in my
"

ain it when 1y

I did not se
vou more information, It
course I had no time to obt
intoard and that a
staence was the otter

In your report vou sayv that the kite was brought
black object was observed i the otter. Jhat di

Ao

from the ship at this moment?
: LA o sy Z
When I went covmn to examine it I shoull estizate about 0 fathoms.

Cowdld you tell me wiy vou rave orcders Lo stop engines when you had this
object ‘a view?

A request to stop engines from the Sweedng Deck was given to enable the
sweep Lo be love 1n., I the sihip wus underway the wad froux the paddles

sturbing the surlace of the water would have made it extremely difficult to
sight the otter.

-

‘mere your engines actually stozped before you, yourself, urrived on the

sweeping deck?

Yes

9]

“Mhen you got the oropesa in your floatl wire b ing sixteen fathoms, o

you still say the otter was O fatloms from ship?

That is just oy estimate, but probebly the Leading Seaman in charge would
have a better idea.

Do you always stop vour engines when you are taking in your float?

Usually we go very slow ahead, but if the sea if rough and there is
difficulty in getting it in-board I stop engines if requested to do so.




COIANDER B, A, PALMER, E.N.V.K.

Do you think it wise to hoist in your float if there is

bheing a mine in your otter?

The only thing is thal once
the sweeop wire allowing

.i

-

A

n 1t was

float

&

wat wav, or cutting the sweep wire anc the mine would
znd wounld no longer be dangerous to navigation.
<, Tow long would it e when you returned to the Trid

occurred?

should think 2 cdnute, I

I
to

nags to the Senior Officer of the
1. odould that pgive time Lo clear the sweeping deck?

z. Could you tell me please 1{ wvou saw the ite clear b
2 safz precavtion? )
Yes, 1 ceniirced that with the Lezdin. Seawsn at the fi
%, About how close to the eve of vour swees wire &id vou !
e 4t 10 RESF . s A4 sS4 Forl Sl PR LN Gl YO
used within six of tie eve
or 2 gleargnte s A bulldog
uronse,
4, How manv cutters was the swee arqed with?

otter te Yit the heotiox ant

dze that the e

any liklihood of their
iy idea  to veear
explode the mine in

inlz to the botton

ey
L

losion

‘ment,

tie cutter?

Splice, WieUler swecp
grin is left on the




-

receivea {rou the Senicr Officer,

1

on reguest IToa the sweeping dec
ter?

, was

PR
[l

It would be a ore 1t oft the ship,
/. Jould the ship, in your opinio the water when the

Tloat was hove in?

the ship was uader way when the float was taken in, but it can be
confirmed by the Sweeping Officer zft,

- You say in vour report the pocition was reoorted by signal to the Senioer
I told the signaloan to resort to the Senior Ofiicer tiat t¢u k object was
in our float. The signal never reosched the "JEANTE DEANS",

Ve after the explosion occurred at 1632, who made the examination to see what
demage had been done?

I nade a personal investigation of the ship 1rself. No visible damage. The
suip had not been holed, but no doubt the seams must have been badly sprung.

© .+ How long was "MERCURY" afloat after the explosion?
5 hours.
'« Mow did she sink?

She stood right up on her stern.

* NOTE The Commanding Officer 11th Minesweeping Flotilla was in "HELVELLYN"
not "JEANIE DEANS™




TINANT COMIANDER B, A, ZALLEN. R, N.V.R,
/Loy
ﬁ¢Is there a carpenter rating on board?
No
des there any water catering the shin?
A little in the after peak.
Is that = watertight co partuent?
Yes
Jdnat are the eans of uccesgs?
I sugiest - Crief Xn.ineer soould snswer this,
Could you tell us if your ensines were used after the explosion had occurred?

No, when we dere talten in tow we told TLANGROVE'" that we could assist with
2
ur engines, -wt when uader way we sheared so bzdly that there was the

danger of the tow rope teing parted, The engines Jere not damaged in any U
WAy .
You state in answer to cuestion 19 that some of the seauns apoeared ! adlv

S
ot
on of wvour ship Were no stens Loken

to be taken off should it be
crew mustered on deck in readiness to be taken off the

gprung, in view of
to zet valualble ste
necessary, and the

s on Juck an

shin?
Yg soom oan it jas renlise’ that there was Nnooslnility LR RS I
A5 800 &4 LT JasS Treallsgll uiia Tas a ;)Ouo] SL_17TYy O TinE snlp

a
sinking, the time wouls e about 2000, efiorts were made and necessary
C-nfidential Books, and the majority were saved.

action taken to salve the
During the pericd of tine Ifro- the co.mencement of the tow to 2030 practically
every memver of the crew was emploved in shoring the nain bulthead and working

g chain of buckrets to zas 1st in zeeping the water down.




Is it veour opinion thal the strain of the shis being towed ovened up plati:

laps?
Ye ,“61117t87\

Could y-u mive the time of the reguest from the sweeping decl to stor

engines?

could give an esvroxizate time.  The explosion toolr place at 1032,
should think, =zpproximately, at about 1610 to 1615,

Jdas the ship's log saved?

No.

Jnat visible signs were there of the vessel making water?

There was a risc ol water in the after part of the shiyp.

At what time was this noticed?

The water was rising the whole time whilst we were being towed and I did not
consider that trere was any danger until it reached the level of the ward

room, and this inforn at on #as signalled to the Senior Officer.

You say in your report that the rudder was badly bent and ouvt of action.
Could you tell us how you came to that opinion?

I inspected the rudder myself, and I could see that it was badly bent and
also the wheel would not work.




gJ ANT COMIMANDER B, A, PLAMIR, R.H.V.R.
d
., Has this seen from over the side?

Yes, from over the stern.

(Lisutenant Comaander Palmer remained
Court at his omm reguest)

CJTENANT R, B, BLO/S, R.N.V.R,, H.,I.S, TIRCURY

it

Jere you the Officer of the sweeping deck of the "LIRCURY"?

Yes

Tell me, please. In the Comuanding Officer's report he stuted "I
received a regucct from the sweeping deck to stov engines". .y did

you malke this reguest?

The turbulations cof the water set uw by the paddles made it impossile
for us to see the otter at any distance, but the water was very clear,
apart from that, ant when we had stopned we could see sozething of the
Tt

1

Your idea was rathoer to stop the turbulance of the walter in the wake of
the ship?

fes,

Jag the way ol the ship stopped wien the float was taken in?

Yes

Could you tell me why you stoonped shiv to take the float in?

So as to be able to sight the sweep wire and grasple the Tloat which wes
some distance away fron the ship's side and we could only reach it with
a very long grapnel throw,

Did you give orders to remove the cutters?

Yes



N Could you tell me Low nany cutiers vou »ut o tne sweepy

Six
- Jhere they put on as varacraosh 5 of the Senior Officer's Orders?

Yes, I weccured the spaciag mysell,

= Did you put one close up to the eye splice of the sweep wire?

Yes, we have a bulldog grip permanenti fixed close to the eye of the
sween wire.

T Could you tell me why you had that one there?

Ixperience of the Cormanding Officer and he hag passed it on to me.
He has nad more experience than I have. I consider that the idea was
an excellent one.

i ‘haet, in your opinion, was the position of the otter relative to the stern
of the ship when your floet was being holsted inboard?

45 degrees on the port guarter, approximately 12 fathoms distant.
K ihat do you estimate the distance of the explosion from the ship?
25 fathoms because that was the approximate amount of sweep wire out after

We had got the float in.

. ) o




LIEUTENANT R, B, BLOWS, RIV.V.R.,

47, Could vou give an icea of the laose of time between getting in your float
and the explesion?

About 10 :dnutes.

B S HRCURY

48, dhet was your station when sweeping?

In charge of the sweeving deck in my owm watch under Lieutenant Elows,

A Give a swort descrintion of «shat happened on the sweeping deck afier there
was a susplcion that o mine might e foul of the o ter?
I tooi charge of the sweeving declt at 4 p.m. The Leading Seaman of the
afternoon watch informed me that he thought there was something in the
SHSCD, I toolk charre and ordered the sweep to be hove in, removing the

cutters ani sleeV"s
as'zed the

came inbosrd until the fifth one when I
ne wouls come aIt te Lovesticate with

me, stopping swveep coul be sighted. lleaving in very
:lovﬁv de onserved about ) fathoms deep and we then observed
a black object in the otiter, Consulting with the Commanding Officoer,
I went lorward agaln to await instructions from the hridge. I cle“
the sweeping deck of all ratings and awaited Iurther instructions from

my Comrianding Officer, helng cleared from the sweepinge deck awaiting
Just forwar: of the sweeping deck when the explosion occurred.

5C. Tell me, 1id you take the Oth, Sth, 4th, 3rd, and 2Zné cutters inboard?
v
i das the float got inboard beiore tre ex losion occurred?

Yes.




2, It has been stat a bullel mar-ed vplece of uine was
found o brard after the exvlesion., Did you sec this?
Yeg, I found it. T nlaced this, which I coxnsidered avaluable piece of
evidence, in the Coananding Officer's cabi.t,
R Jere the bullet markiugs =ctuslly ounctures or not?
There were several dents and there were two or three holes,
SN dhat was the svacing at wnich the cutters were placed?
Mu-ber one closze to eve splice of sween wire, nuiber 2, 15 fathoms,
nusber 3, 37 fathoms and remainder in accordance wit: instructioas.
LEADING SEAMAN R, Bl CO-5E, R.00., Y..0.0, JUHCURY
59. ihat were your minesveeping duties in "MERCURYM?
eading Seaman on the sweeping deck in charge of sweening watch.
pER dhat wateh did vou teske on 25tk December, 1940.
Afternoon watcel:,
RIS It has been stated by your relier that when you turned over to him that
yvou considered that something was
Yes.
BER #dhat was your reason for this?

o , : - Fo R - : ) .
Qﬂlng to ﬁhe errgtlc movements of the orogésa #hich was breaking surface
and plunging again,
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s DING SEAMAN R, E. COZL, R.i.,

T s
L. gationT w

R

+

v

toow this
say theat in priva
Lock, and I am
in this picce of mine were

L0

I a
te
T

+
O

Ve
LE3,
I

L ie

!
PN

ATy TUTATT 4 TR T
",i‘;lidﬂ'.:ﬂ LIBUTIENANT g TiEY .EL.LIE)L)JWJ

- PR

o the

0, (%Nhilst vou were on watch had any steos besn taken to try and clear this
' “obstruction?
Yes, efiorts vere made ito clear the obstruction by vesering the sweepn wire.
0, It has been stated in evidence that a bullet murked viece of mine was found
on board MERCIY" after the exglosion, did you see this?

bol
di o

Comsaniding Cfiicer's cabi I should like to
work ot the Royal Small Arms TFactory, Enfield

firmly of the oninion that the punctuations and iandentations

delinitely caused by 303 bullds.

oS . ERCURY

K Jopy
siVele, Haid

.
=4

dere you the

g 1 .
Yes

2, fhat is the watertizht
Sketch attached. e
bulkheads apparently

the compartment forward,

-,

hrough the main declk,

13, Are there any -
Yes, there are two twyo inc
. Yas that operating?

Chief Xngineer of
ter entered the after pealk
fractured at the bottox

water tight into the (Officers' accommodation and

pumning arrengements at that end

I the MEIRCURY"?

TERCTRY "

and the watertipght

en? alloved water to enter
It came through the ain deck which is not
thence into the bunkers

N

oi the ship?



35, das this the only hold damaged snd were purins functioning correctly?
Yes, but I coull not nhold it.
Dld water enter anywhere else that yvou are avare of?
Yes, it was coming t.}"‘*‘bw;h the suponson wing Jocrs which were not watertight
- due te change 2f trim aft,
7. You investisated the damsge?
Yes.
8, Jhat did you find?
From outside I could see that the seams had been opened up above water but
from inside I could see nothing,
-‘". Is it your opinion that if the spunson wing doors had been watertight the

shiv would have remained afloat,

I definitely think so,

O ANDFR L. C. #IIDSOR, SENIOR OFFICER, LS WEREING FLOTILLA

A, Are you the Senior Officer, 17th lMinesweeping Flotilla?




O DANDER L, C, JINDSOR, 11th MINESAEFPING FLOTILLA

>

T CJCan you give & ueacrlmuﬂoa as regards the sinking of "MERCURYY
25th December, 19407
Ships taking part in the operastions on the 2Z5th December were "HELVELLYX
{in which I was embarked) "SCAJFELL! '"ERCURY" and "GOATFELL" all sweepers.
MUNGROVE" end VALY dan layers, Dutch iravlers "AWDYK" and "ROTTERDAI"
mine diswosal vessels,
Sweeping was carried out in "G" formztion to port talking new ground for

' laps from east to west and we were sweening or searching on the run to the

astward whilst the mine disposal vessels were sinking mines, On

completion oi the penulti ate lap TIERCURY " reporied that her sweep was

foul and asked permission to cut it. I renlies "Yes', She noved out
of line to do so anf proceeded to the northward, "SCAILLL" had parted
her swesp on the run to the eanst whilst "EELVELIYN" was clearing a dan
busy from her svevu an’ so tﬂc shins still capable of sweeping were

"MELVELLYN" and "GOATFLLL'.
T




dren VITELVELLYMT and "GOATIG LL were about half way from the next lap,
3

IERCURY ¢ oap roached from the norti-nath-west acrosgs the swept water, and
25 ghe had her sweeping ball on the vort yard arm at the time thought she
had cleared her sweep anc 7as enoeavouring to in the

sweeping formation, Jren ghe vas close Lo "SCAJILLUL" and A mine 01up osal
vessels she aupeared to stop very slovly end t

wnder her stern, an: the siZo vas enveloped in spray, a zew seconds l’t‘l
she began to emit steam aft and from the funnel. Iy first impression
was that she had cut an antenna mine in water that was supposed to be

swent 100?, but shen the slteam appesred I iamieclately ordered "SCAJTELLY
angd ”?'"&n“v7” to stand by rer az it appenred that she hzd been damaged
and i sink, Jnen the s'ips had closed her I :ade to 'MERCURY™

"Are vour damaged?", he renlied A a little water aift, expect to be
2ble to move englnas in At that time '"ZLVﬁLEYN” and

"GCATTFELL" were aboutl 1 her and getting n sweeps., I then
told "SCAWFRLLY to st:uo by to talke her in tow to Jaterfor and informed
MIERCURY Y, but at the sgne time received a signal from "JERARY " to the
fiect th&t he though®t he couid hold out 1f they were toaea to Milford
Haven, "SCTAWIELLY wsked permdssion ta carry on with her sweep rscovery
but I told "LALGROVE" to tell "ALUOID" to recover the sweep instead., As

yrs T

L

N

GROVE" was now avallable and nher towing avparatus were superior to
"SCANFELL" and "MERCURY" was in trouble, I told her, i.e., "MANGROVE" t

take her, "ERCURY", in tow., In the ne ntime T cLoscd "MERCURY " and
talked with her captaic and it was decided that an attempt should be made
to take "MERCURY" to Milforé Haven. Orders were issued for this and at
1800 MIERCURY" was in tow, Shins formed up and course was set for
¥Milford Haven. "AL:OWD" on her port side, remainder on her starboard
quarter in line ahead. At about 1845 I asked "KERCURY ™ how she was and
he replied that everything was satisfactory. Tne to® rope parted at about
2030 or 204C and so I told "MANGROVE" to pass another tow, hilst
"LIANGROVE" wes endeavouring to do this I closed "MERCURY" and saw that she
was well down by the stern, "MERCURY" also reported that water had
reached the level of the wardroom deck. I then ordered "ALYONDY to embark
&1l ratings who could be spared. U"ALAMOND" went alongside her starboard
sponson and whilst she was there I ordered her to teke everybody off.
MERCURY" also asked for trawlers to attend on her as she was making

water rapidly.  The disembarkation of ratings from '"MERCURY” to "ALOND" was
compieted by about 2150. “ALMCND" reported that he had the entire crew on
board. This was subseguently confirmed after the crew had been
re-mustered,

"MERCURY" sank at 2715 in position 51 degs. 58.3 mins. North, 6 degs. 24.2 mins
#West in about 35 fathoms.

A Duteh trawvler salvaged a lifeboat that was floating bottom up and "HELVELLYN"
recovered a motor boat that was floating correctly.




COMMANDER L. C, «INDSOR, 1th MINESWEEPING FLOTILLA

(@)

The force then proceeded towerds ifilford Haven.

The loss of the "IERCURY" was reported to the Flag O0fficer in Charge in
my (945/26which wes passed by V/é through St.Ann's Head Port Var
Signal Station.

2. Is it vour opinion that, had the svonson doors been watertight, the
J p b oy & »
ship would not have sunk?

No, in my opinion once water had reached the ward room level in "MERCURY"
and overflowed the chenge of trim would have been so enormous that

sponsgon doors being watertizhi would not have stopped the ship from
foundering.

LOPTENANT 1',J 5. CRAJFORD, R.N.V.R., H.01,5.4NGROVE

73. Are vou the Commanding Cfiicex of H M,T, HMANGROVE?
Yes.

T4, Give o short description of what havpened when "MERCIRY" was sunk on
25th December, 19407

At about 1730 whilst lying in a position about 2 miles south-by-east of
Coningbeg Light I heard and saw a loud explosion apparently close to
the stern of "MERCURY", who was abcut a mile and & half awey from ne.

I imnediately proceeded at full speed to clese "HERCURY' and see if

she required assistance. At about 1755 I was instructed by /S 11

to go alongside "HERCURY" and tale her in tow to IHdlford Haven.

The tow was passed and at 1800 we set course 129 degrees true, engine
revolutions 130 (speed for 10 knots). He continued on course until
approximately 2030 when the tow parted. I w725 instructed by /5 11

to go alongside "KERCURY" and take her in tow again as guickly os

nossible. T passed across "MERCURY'S" stern aend together we pot three
heaving lines aboard. Je were readyv to take her tow when "ALMOND" told

me that she had orders to go alongsice and take off as many of the

crew as could be spared. I then saw "HERCURY" was very low in the
water by the stern and proceeded to turn ship round to port with the
intention of going alongside the port side of "MERCURY" to held "ALLICWD",
In turning I came in collision with Dutch trawler believed to be
"ROTTERDAII" and was some time turninz. I then got =z signal from

¥/S 11 saying that all the crews of "FRCURY" were now on board "ALYCKD".
I replied that it was not possivle to carry on the tow as she was too
heavy aft and we stood off until approximately 2115 when she sank,

r

During the first two hours "HERCUK was in tow was she towing guite
casily?

Yes, we experienced no particular drag atall. She was tending to wveer
out on our port quarter but otherwise she was towing guite comforably.

Mten did you first notice that "HERCURY" was going down by the bows?

he first indication of anything of this nature was when the tow parted,

Vhat hawser was being used for towing?

Standard towing hawser supplied, consiting of 30 fathoms of six inch
manilla with 35 fathoms of three inch wire each end.




SKIPPER A, K. JOHNSON, R.N.R,, COMMANDING OFFICER, H,M.T, AIMOND

O

78. Give a brief description of what occurred when "MERCURY" was sunk on

25th December, 19407
When I saw the explosion we were just laying a line of dan buoys. We
laid the dan and proceeded on to the Ffirst dan buoy laid, As I was
proceeding to the first dan buoy I received a signal from "HANGROVE" to
recover "SCATFELL'S" sweeping gear. When this was carried out
MIANGROVE" received the signal to teke "MERCURY™ in tow, MIANGROVE!

* was towing YMERCURY' for approximately 24 hours. I was on the bridge
et about 2040 2nd heard "MANGROVE"S" tow rope part, I had orders
previously to keep station one cable from "MERCURY'S" port beanm. “hen

the tow rope parted I immedietely stopped the ship and stopwved for
approximately 5 ninuntes. I then received a signal fromx the
Commanding Officer, i/S 11 to procved alongside "MERCURY" and take

on board a&ll ratiungs who could be apared. I proceeded then by the
shortest possible way to get alongside "MERCURY". I saw the position
she was in and she seemed to be settling very low in the water aft.
MIERCURY " put a line aboard "ALLOND' and I was crossing her bows., I
then rung "ALMOND" full stean astern and so came stern on to "MERCURYSY
starboard sponson and the crew of "MERCURY" were able to board "ALLOND",
I put the ship full speed zhead to get clear of "MERCURY", He were
laid off exactly 4 winutes from "HERCURY" when she sank, time 2115,

LU TENANT COMMAWDIR A. B, PALZIR R,N.V.R., Recalled

(Caution read)

19. Where any efforts made to make use of the collision mat?

The collision mat was taken aft a few minutes after the exnlosion but as
no damage was visible either above or below decks it was not possible
to nlace it.

Commander R.N, (Retd)
President

Actg. Ty. Lieut, Commander, R.N.R.

Shipt. Lieutenant R.N, (Retd)




COMMAWDER W, 4, X, .'ONEY, OBE., R.WN. ('{at'd-)
ACTIVG TY. LT. C"R. J. MCLIVDEN, R.M.R,
SUIFT, S TEUTZ4IT A, J. COLE, R.V. (Ret!' d)

For information and guidance.
FPlease note and return.

isd) P..E_-pH}LLJPS
RoEAR ADMIRAL,
SLAG QFRTCAT TH CHARGE,
EI. .'.1. m‘u. . AA.L S .{. o lCG - hlIJ..:“\)R‘)_ I{AVE‘I‘I.
t41lford dqvvn. ' T
17th Janqu‘J, lJLL1

v,

No. 0102/3105 11, 4,
THE COMZANDER I17 JiiIlT,
PLYOUTII,

Noted and ret urnea

A Mew

REAR ADETRAL.

H, ¥, Naval Tase,
I I_L:'O*{.) PAVEN,
614.1'. 4.;0_(‘011, 1 91{..}( .
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