Statement for the Defence wes read by the iccused's Priend
ov behall of the fceovsed, -

"

T, the Accused, am charged with hazerding =nd losing H,M.S.

"MERCURY" on the 25th Decembsr, 1940, by stoprping my engines
and/or failing to cut the sweep comtrary %o the instr uetions
leid dovm in the mine-sweeping manusl., I proposs to
<

evidence that om the day in question it was not poss ta dis-
cover what the obstruction in the sweep wes without stopping
¢ﬁ and that having verified the fact that an obstruction wias

present I proposed to go ahead and cut the sweep when the wire
had been veerad sufficiently for safety."

sccused's Friend requested permission to examine the iccoused,

which was approved by the Court.

The fecused was called, sworn and examined by his Friead by

H

roission of the Precident,

Temporary
ire vou Acting Tieut. Commender Bertrand Aubrey Palmer, R M. V. R, ?

I am.

Late Commanding Officer of H,K.3. "MERCUY'?

T am.

When did you Join H, ML .

Tovember, 1939, sir.

. - E o o . (127 oo T frae b rd L
“hen did yvou assume Commend of H, 14,8, "MERCURY"S

ms bombed on the 74h Idwv, - that would bhe
late Commanding Officer left the ship on

“

Tust after the
ashout the 10+th
the 10th Julv

ihat previous service experience had you had?

1915 T served for 18 months as an 4,3.,, after which T was
neomoted to commissioned renk, serving i E.M 's Motor Leaunches
on the Dover Patrol st Dover and Dunkirk for approximately two
my commissioned period were the usual

years, My duties during m
duties of a Navigeting Officer and I specialised in smoke screen

operations and it wes on account of this specialised course I
had the honour of being Pleea to teke part in the Maval atiack
n Zeebrugge, 1918. On the 6th October,1939, I Joined H.M.S,"HAZARD"

%t Scapa Flow, a Fleet sweeper and T served aboard that ship umtil

novembep’ 1939, T was zppointed st Tieut. of the "MERCURVYY
orior to her commissioning im November, 1939 and I held that post
until I was given command in July, 1940, and I continued in command

until the loss of my ship.

Have you ever done any COUrses during this war?

No, 'sir.
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Evidence of the Accused, (Con#'{>
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- 3 ~ -3 5 =
the feocused Friend.

el
"{1‘

During sweeping operations on the 25th Dec euber,
vou tell the Court what happened on *he third lap?

6
ident on behal?® of 4he Cowrt

o)

poproved this

Towards the end of the third lap *he oronecsa dipued
suspected that = mine was ia our sweep, subseguentl

VRS

o run erﬁq{1"371 srd when T had comnleted

be allowed to put out of line 2nd investigate, Om
be granted T 4
1

J.
g proceeded awsy from the flotilla and
nrormal practic
T then put the engines at "slow ahead" 2nd gave ord
o

on the surface. The float, however

*JZ‘O\ CUU ] )

and T
oA mine
r, con-
the run T

Son from the S,0. of the flotills that T might

e5 to clear my sweep, but this proved unsuccesful.

ers for the

gweep to he hove in. The kite wes slowlr hove in and seemed to

be clear and hoisted in board, Th
in until about 18 fothoms tc
received a request f*on s 1Qt Lieut.
engines =nd he explained to me that 1
the otter and in view of the act

beern 2 mine there wss no means of see
was from +he jok
gweeping me
the experts w

"

thoms remained ou
t. thet T would

i
ddles 2orntinued, The instruct ion of thu mine-
mend th e ship shoudd be kept ahead
compiled this book gsined thelr experience from
-t gweepers, This clzag of ship was
oo

sweeps were then slowly hove

t. T then

ztou the

Wa s im?ossiblﬁ to sight

and

S
Ly

one tvope of ship that is, Mee I
specially designed and built for sweeping jobs, with every
contrivance zpd facility for doing their work, bul our peacetime
pleasure craft at the becinning of the war hWas hurriedl

2

f T might say, crudesly converted

Tor sweeping duties. Theres are

o

0 two paddle mine-sweepers alike., The general lay-out of the

vou can find

sweeping gear is different and the sterns of the ships are
different, and it is only experiment tha

out whether the instruetio Ald in the Hine-sweepling
Manuggl can be pul into force on one's owrn particular ship.




151 Lievt. on

iring the time T 5
experimented by trying te
T found it waos imsossi
: sherd and it was our A prmoﬁice 25l
in the flotilla whilet sweeping in the Clyde, to stop
the otter when the ship is under way
sweep wire until the otter is

the swurface. mhose of you who are mine- [
\aP»Lva va=r Imow whatlappens when this is the case, i
The otter begins to revolve and dives and T found with reference i
to the "MERCUYY thot in rearly every case of these experiments i
the otter dived =2rd struck the bottom of my ship and I made up my
mind thet when we had te do clecrance sweeping The anly safe method
to employ was to stop the ship szo that the otter could be sighted
tir
Q

2
v
‘
T
et

U0 Se To siph’

'y

at a szfe digtance from the shern., Tt was acting on the experience
T have zained from these experiments I acted I did on the 25th’
December. “hen the object wss sighted in the otter T was asked to
come aft to inspect and T could see the white background of the
otter =nd 2 black oblect, but owing to the slight wmotion of the

sea T could not defire what it was exactly; but knowing that we :
were operatine on a minefield T took every precaution for the 1!
safety of my crew and persomnel. I gave orders that as soom as i
the flost line had been unshackled apd the oropesa brought in
board that the sweeping deck should be cleared to avold amy poss-

AT

ible casualties should the worst happer. I returned to the bridge, H
told the signalmam to signal to the "HELVELIYN" that I had en _h

object in my sweep. It was then my intention to put the engines i
slow shead to start with and veer sufficient sweep wire for f
;safety and. then cut. my sweep wire. I was about to put my engines 1;




/[f’ﬁ(';-/);_“'l s2d when the explozsion occurred and T immediately proceeded aft

50

23

rvidence of the Accused. (Comt'd)

Py

and found there were no casunlties, T ther nzde an inspection of the
ship externally and the intefdior, hut no mce could be

j2
shserved in the hull, but %
rear was out of ection.
deck and thie bad to be reps
The Chicf Erglncer made a rapid "'cw\air‘
The collisiom map, which is kept amids)
no visible demage could he observed it

and the steerin-
the after cwaeni;ff
e encines could be used, ;
and then got the pumps in action.
hips, was bro
acould not be

this Lime the "SCAVFRLL" came =loncside and gave us a
orn the star~hozrd side, Just ~baft the sponson. T mudﬂrstooc‘. that she
would take us in tow and we hud our warys resdy for her r;cr’r 3¢
she did not do so and eventually the "MANGR O”'“" was ordered to feke her
lace, T do not dispute the times waich were given by the D*ogwuutor

i is evidence. The Sr}u.or Cff'icer, who was “m formed of what had
happendd, suggested that

op Taterford., T did unot know
Waterford mysel , but on igator who knew the port
well he advised me that 1t was : 3 place to mske and slso
the fact that thare were with = ship of our
Tt would haove meant that A i : =a chip vwhich would
orocbably be interned and T personally did nct ""PF to rur the risk for
to be interned likewise, I, therefore, suzgested to the
hat we should malke for Milford Faven and at thal time T
was Tully con v:,rcmq that *"9 shic would 1last the Journeyr. DL‘:‘:’LR:Z:'. the time

we were towed everyvth

ok

was done hy the crew under the 1st Lieut.
OL_D the water

the

Lo save the

nspection th?'ou'*}*oht '”1& Si’llb W1fh



or %o save the plece o

Eastmen, ag I idered i}

my cabin, . ituate

roaf. -ke crewwere eventually embarked orn the "A

intention te stay or the ship in case she Jid not

the progress of the water, but I ws ded to leave the ship by

apniirg the 1at Lieut. We all the "“A1MOND® until we reached
T would like to mention %o the

auﬂ““u d Haven on the moruing of
u\. LU:‘—L t:’ —
could he cau

211y afier the mine was cut it

(1) Det colibration of bottle ccrew of the otiter sling
oue to previou sgions of mines in our swecp, one of which was closs
“o the otter t have parted the wire sealing.

(23 Chaty of otter slings beins linked due to mime explosions,

g
1 the sweep, - there are

Itwas my wish 4o clear my sweep as
which had been redused to &wo shipe
Much valuable tims had beer lost in
and the parting of sweeps of 21l the ships
&30ne, 8l though we made the jourmey to %
carried out at a2ll owing to these reasons. I also wou+o.11ke to mention
*hat I have been on the ship since she was commissioned and I kmow that the ;
"MERCURY" has been subjccted to a great deal of strain due to aerial
bombardments pm,qm? in rough weather and %o a certair extent by explosions
frq“ mines ﬁvTJ“b these operation, and I feel certain that these combined
incidents must have we: kmncd the ship te 2 considerable degree. On my
return morth after the ship had been bombed and repaired I foumd the after

T

peak was leaking badly, I reported this to the Navel Officer im Charge
Ardrossam apd the ship was subscquen+ly dry-docked water-tested with the
after peak subjected to a water test, but it was foumd to be alright. But
on returm to sweeping duties the same fault cropped up and right up to the
time she sumrk water was made daily in the after peak when sweeping or om

- patrol,. necessitating daily punping. I should like to take this opportumity
of pa g tribute to the Ofxlcerc =md crew of my ship whose behaviour was

'ﬂfe fdurlng the trylng t;me oL chembc" 25th, 1940.
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Examined by His Friend

would he
ar

shin

casualtics among any

ifter the explocion what

shstruction irn the otter?
When the mine casing was found
clusi that it wes a mins that

fron disvosal unit and wae
that this iﬂc;den‘t

would
In your opinion Zxd the regulat

Sweeping Manual laid down have

description?
-

I have read »vzv’r,nlnz i o+

as this

never

Oone WaeS.

sproximetely whiat

+3 ken in tow?

estimute the

time elapsed

time would

s hove in

[©
¥
=
e
b
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O
P
ct
m
~

o e

N P 3 " N .
301y 1s vpder way it will revolve
 the ship. “Whot would happen if
';J R ' 5rd ) = woiil 3 he o
Qlovm oll and tonerc would be, of

v thet might ve on the svn-ar'ingj Aeck.

vou formny as o the zctual

shown to wme T came Lo the con~
had been cut subjeeted to »ifle fire

It is possibhle

and

Tloating submerged. 8 1 :
experience in mine sweeping.

icrs or instructions in the iine
beer efficient in 2 cese of this

he menual

between the explosion and yow being

[
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Genth o of wat at the

Whereahouts wordd thot he?

Trom the Cunbries down to tilss Oras.

cular poini hetween the Junbries and idlsa Crag

b
L

2
w
oY

Has there any part :
where you ot your sweeps in mozt freguently?

Yes, ~ off Holy Isle.

Do you remember the depth of water there

I can't say off hand, sir, without reference to the chart, but the
water is deep.

Over 50 fathoms?

Yes shoulu imagine it would he over 50 fathoms

Whilst you were Sweeping Officer and 2cting as Commanding Officer
did your ship ever receive a signal from the Senior Officer Liesut.

suggesting or saying that you should keep moving when heaving in
or.vtering your sweeps?

vFould you glve me the date of thzt signal, sir?

= ou got rvour sweeps in or out ﬂOa*”k equently?



Fvidence of Accused (Cont'd)

Cross-examined by the Prosescutor,

-
jo, my question-was, do you ever remember receiving one sush os
rou should keearmoving or going zhead?

3
Q
T
«
v

4. TH iz quite possible that T did, air.
ML G Robert Unela™,
N n the 'Weanie Dean™

towards the end
cignal had

;o oucrations

270, . Do you consider that the practice of stopring shins in the Clyde
had any besring on your stopping the shin when sweeping in shallow

¥ Al N
water away from the Clyde?

A, T had proved to my satisfaction Trom nersonal experiments that for
my particular ship the onlyv way to sizht the otter was to stop

iy Ir s N r "

273, . You say "stop engincs". Do rou mern momentarily?

reccived word from the sweeping deck that the otter was

)
sighted and was seen to he oiear.



(o]
~~d

A,

~

Raia by ao s o

N - . . . . A , )
e 20 Tror Yhiat T otaize it that 1f the »mx oseen not to be
clear vou would vnoY corsider storod

L= i
4. Mo, TIf the otter was siphted =nd wns seen %o be not olesr T would
not stop enpgines if asked fo do so.

. Have you seen Minesweeping Suamary No. 53, dated 3rd Octicher, 1940. M

T . - - e S s — o~ o -~
X, T dortt swear to it, sir., Tt 1ls nuite rossidle T msy have done
. g N ¢ so,

o, \re tiese 11 7
S A= Ja Ll PR S \
Lo Yes, sir.
By sdvocate, to the Irosecuor,
s Is tnie the Circulating Sheet 2ffecting this perticular document?

By the Deputy Judze 4dvocate te the iccused.

%o  ATe vonu satisfis wou hove secn these documsnts?

Foa
b

Le TP T initinlleq 1t T hove read it. Thoge are my dnitisls and
e .
’J Y

hey are on there I have rzad the document.

By the Prosecutor.

G.Would you read paragraph 18 of the Minesweeping Summery No. 537

A.  "The atiention of &ll oropesa minesweeping vessels ia again drawm
to the necessity of keeping headwsy on when heaving in sweseps. Ships
have bheen lost due to the mine fouling the kite =nd exploding while
the kite is being hove in". Irrespeciive of these orders I consider
the only safe woy of sighting the otter in my particular ship,

proved by experiments, was to stop engines.
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