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MERCURY"

46, . Will you describe its mysncy?
> > y

4., The buoyancy of the Tloat? Munning half on the surface of the
woter, Hall of the Tlost is wisitle on the water.
: (7. .l Whet-aetien-ves-dakcn-wiih- Was any action taken
with the sween wires hetween the obstruction was
b sighted in the otfer =nd the explosion?
i, ¥o, sir,
3 68, e Was any action taken with rezurd fto the depth charges? W
= 1]
: N : f o .
ie Yes, sir. “hen the order Lo insweep was given the primers were
rirved, i
- . . - . -
29, . Why were the primers removed from the depth charges?
g A, 7ell, we had been sweeping on a known minefield, sir, and there was ;
4 possibility that there mizht have been a mine as well as anything i
2lse in +the otter and io talke all precautions for the safeguarding b
of the ship T crdered the primers to be taken out. %
70, 4. What books, if any do you cerry on hoard that deal with minesweeping?

. — - - . o “ A ) . .
4 D.B.1937 1935 and the opposite number Manusl of Minesweeping-

£350 1940 handed to the witne 55} i
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{oe Q.
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B. Q.

4A.

74, Q.

. What was ‘the state of the winch and the brake on the Z5th December,1940; |

Do you recognise these twe bools?

Yes, =ir,

wyri-Y-? vou rer i' O VR, R [ ,”_3 .i,- ) £ ,{" n

W11l vou read paragraphs 140 and 147 of 0.7.86355

[ § - - . X v .

During the heaving in of the last L0 fathoms of sweep wire, the
Sweeping Officer must be on the look-out to ses that no Miﬂf is
dregged in cloze encugh to tonch the shis

A mine may foul the cutier or the otter slings and if one is sichtéd
the sweep wire shouldat once be veere& to sbout 50 fathoms and the
sweeper go chead at full speed and endesvour to part éhe mine moorings.
If this {ails the sweep should e hove in slowly until the mine is at

a safe distance and then the wire cut through. If, as is usually the
case this results in the mine clearing the otter may be recovered by

sinking by the atiached line to the float and picking up from that
end. The area must be re-swept for the uncut mine."

Were you aware of those instructions?

Yes,

What means had you in the ship of putting those instructions
into effect?

We had a large axe on the Sweeping Deck.

erfect condition, sir.




76.

1.

8.

9.

Q.

A.

Evidence of Temporaery Lieut. Ralph Edmnd Blows. Roval Naval Volunteer

= Z-OW3, xoya. DNaval Volunteer

ReServe- -H.M.So w- St (Cont'd)

CMERCURY

What were your movements after the explosion?

I went with the Accused and the Chief Engineer below and

inspected the damage.

And what did you find?

We found she was making water aft, sir.

Can you give any more details?

Well, sir, I think there are people better qualified than me

to answer that.

2

(By the Deputy Judge Advocate - "fou must answer the question'.)

She was making water aft, sir.

What steps were taken to save the ship?

Pumping operations were coumenced immediately .

The main steam

pipe had been méngled and the hand pump on the sweeping deck was

manned and a chain bucket party commenced work.
shored, coal was bagged and used as stiffening

Bulkheads were




80.

aft.

82,

Will you say the usual behaviour of an otter as it is being hove

in to the ship during its last 50 fathoms. I would like to produce
a model for the purpose of the reply. The model consists of a mark’
one kite otter pattern mumber 8711 and an oropesa float pattern
munber 8718. The float is attached to the towing bar of the otter
and a string representing the sweep wire is attached to the towing
bar as well.

Certainly, the otter does not move in a straight line towards the
ship; it moves from side to side with the movement of the water on

the planes of the otter.

Will you explain whereabouts on this model you saw the obstruction
in the otter?

A1l that we could see was a dark object, — was a blurred outline
against a white background, the otter being painted white. There
was something there and we could not sight it.

Cross—examined by permission of the President by the
Accused’'s Friend on behalf of the Assumed.

What is your experience of sighting the otter when your engines are
going ahead?

You cannot sight it clearly, sometimes not at all, ~ depending on
sea conditions.

Can you say at what time sunset was on this day approximately?

About 1745, sir, approximately.
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By the Accused's Friend.

84. Q.

Can the Commanding Officer in MERCURY" see the Sweeping

o¥s
from the Bridge?
i.  The aftest part of it.
(The Deputy Judge idvocate drew attention to *he fach that
this nuestion was 1iacble to misintesrpretation and fthat 1t
viould he befter tc say "Is it ros iblﬂ to ses,..etel ™
85, §. Is it possible to see the sweeping deck frowm the bridee of
the "MERZURY"?
A.  If you are tal]l enough to look over the dodger, sir. It is
= high dodger.

86, . In what direction was the sweep wire growing
was inspected by the iccused?
4. 4%t an angle of about 45° on the port quarter,
87. 3. In what position relaiive
take plece?
Ao oy Trom the stern.  Not under the stern,
88. 4. ‘hat 8id vou consider the obstruction was?
A, Well, i+ wight have been anvthing, sir.

orl v TR
when the otter

to the stern would the explosion

Je treated it as the



{(By the Deputy Judre ~dvocate., -

+

£9. ¢. The question was "“hat did vou consider it was"., Would you

oL I

answer that cuestion.

By the scoused's Friend.

90. Q. Vas anything unususl found on board the "MERCURY! after the

explosion?
4c Yes, sir. A pilece of mine casing zhout 8" sguare was found on
the hoat deck aoft,

(No)
e

Q. DPid vou see this?

Would wou explain 1%t to this

A, Yes, it was

piece of mine case or casing. It had several
round holes in i

t and some indentations also.

n
2
17

in

93. Q. In your opinion what might this indicate?

A It was part of a'mine that had been shot at by rifle fire.
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#0e . Can you give ?z any detzils of her coming alongside?
4 Yes, sir, She came slomgpside the rort side and hit us a plancing
Hlow off the starboard sponson, which smashed the griping spar
of the number three lifeboat ond bent fhe forrard davit so that the
lifehgat’s bow wns at boatdeck level.
29 4. Can vou tell the Cowrt where in relation to the under water structur
4 ure
of the ship this blow was deliversd?
. Yes. aAbout the engine room bulkhead is,

WO EY The Court adjourned at 1 o'clock.
Court re-opened at 2.15 p.n.

Titness Re-gxamined by Prosecutoer.

vld not dzfine the obstruction when

100, . You have stated that you co
tter. Could you see the otter clearly?

vou saw it in the ot

A. Xot the entire otter, sir,

ﬁ 01 . Q ’ Wh:,’" o

“he.. Well there was still a ripple on the surface of the water making
he obaect 01hnge shape from time to time.
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Can you estimate tnc mmount of the obter that vou could ses?

21T

n

T
;"Oj

j€

Cieelle

T could see the white saoe ol the other, sio

. A . - - | 4.3 2.7 “ape, )
line of my Wislon =nd the oitter there was a

omme TN

.
i e

Not at a1l1?

No, sir

23

Do wvou imow the approximate size of the nines you were sweeping

that dey?

Yes, sir, - I think

W
|}




108, ). Vhat wers thev?

5 4 4y i | BRI,
A« About 3'6" in 1

ength, sir, dlamefer shout 3' T should think, sir, -
very difficult to Judge becuuss “ley were not cavered 2t all they

were only floating.
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he size of an otte
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Lo About ' scuare I think, siz.

11

o

inere was the other at this fime?

A.  YWhiech time was this, =i

-»
-
—

.o Qe At the time that you sighted the obstruction?

. . Off the port guerter, sir,

anything else?

Wires,
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11h. Q. What was the state of veather during Shristmas day, 19407

4

Aind moderat

4
by
t

k-

2 - -
shovld say,

i LA

state of the zes

o

T
i 1 4 3 ¥ ¥ - Frren o -
"It has already been expressed that the sse was s

: 170 of the the ship on the
4. Severe shock to the whole shiv, =ir, It was felf very severely
belov.
; 118, . hereabouts, relative to the ship, was the explosion?
2. Aabout 3 or i points off the port bow,

Av 100 to 100 yards.,
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