ERsY . ., -
200 Q. Did it esuse any damuge?

b
4o T can't tell you that, sir, buf I know that the Jhief Engineer

and myself took immedinte steps to sound 211 the bilces qs 2 &8

result of it. P

¥ 3

\

4 0a - . - . . . . 1
e e Apart from the esplosion which ocourred at 1632 on Christnes Day \

have any explosions talen place nearer Lo the ship to your

knowledge than the explgsion which occurred on the Z24th close |

of f your port bhow? '.
4Le o Hpart from the bowbing we had®?
Ves.

Mo, sir, not closzer. I should assy not as olcse. ,

triess.

s

Court declined to exavine this W

o)

Vitness withdrev. |
|

Ieading Seaman Richard Henr y Cope,) Jolled, sworn and examined {
H.L S, "MERCURY" (0fficisl No.G/d. 99877) |

By the Prosecutor |

122, Q. - Are vot. Richerd Henry Cope, Leading Seaman, Officis]l Number /

AT, 998772 ,

A, Yes, szir. /




wvidence of lLeading Sesman Richarad Henry Cope, Officisl Wurher
C/J.99877. - ¥.W.5. "MERCUTL". (Cont'd)

By the Prosecutor,

.+

Vere you serving im H,IL 5. "MERCUTY" on the 25

h December, 15409

RS
re
&2

e

4., Yes, sir,

2L Qe What was your duvty in "MERIUTY" on thot a3z

A, leading Seamzn in Charge of the sweep Deck for the ~fterroon wetcoh,

125, & then did vou go of watch?
A, At 1600 on the 25th T was relicved by Leeding Sesman Bastman, sir.

~ | . = .
126, Q. Did you leave the sweepins deck?

4e No,. sir,

Fal

A P L] - - -~
127, @ Did you ftwrn over any information to Leading Semman Eastman?

4 T stated to the ].eﬂdir‘v hend when he relieved me at 1600 that uhe
oropesa had been acting stranpgely during the afternoon watch
part of the aftermoonr v.-a.t,h, - the latter end of the ~fternoon.

]

sweep Tunctioning correctly durirng the afternoon watch?

-
™2
@]
e

&
jee)
[
=)
o]

A, Yeg and no sir. dhen a sweep is functioning vroperly st times the
oropesa dips. VWhen it strikes any obstruction in the ses fthe
oropess dives wirich was the crsse that afterncon.




—
(]
L0

133,

7Ty
P

‘v

~actually took no part iu givinz orders, - that was the leadi

Tou sald thaet the oropess dips when it, that is the oropesa, s

an ohstroction,

at times when it yes sir,
below the surface
Whereahouta wmust the obstructiom be 1T the oropess hits 119

“a

I am not at liberty to say it siz. I*t is beyond my vision, sir,
wiiern the obstrusction s

30 you don't mean whe: the oropess strikes an obBstruction?

No¢, sir. The only ohstruction the oropesa could strike is a

v

floating object as far sz T lnow.

When vouv reported to Lesding Seamsn Fastman that thd sweep was not

running correctly did you tell bim anything else?

P

T gaid "thers moy be something that is fouliug the sweep",

7ill you sey what happened =fter 16007

I worked under the jurisdiction of the leading hand in charge of

4

e
the sweeping watch, sir, which was Leadling Seamsn FBastmen., I
ng hand

in charge.




gvidence of ILeading Sesman Richard Henry Cope, Official Number
C/3. 99877. = H.M.S. "MERCURY". (CONT'D)

By the Deputy Judge Advocate to Witness

134 Q. If I may put it this way. He wants to lmow what happened after
1600 of your own lmowledge. You were there weren't you?

A. Yes, sir. The sweeps were being brought in, sir. The cutters
were taken off at 174 fathoms right the way down until I think the
sweep was approximately 100 fathoms still out.

135. Q. You saw that?

A. Yes, sir. There was approximately 100 fathoms out and I got
the order from the Commanding Officer to render the dspth charges
safe. The sweep was brought in with the damaged cutters taken
off. The sweep was brought in to somewhere about 6/10 fathoms
I should say and the order was given for the oropesa to be brought
indboard., The oropesa was hoisted to the davit. The float line,
Leading Seamen Eastman tried to disconnect it by undoing the
shackle. He failed, so I took over the marline spike and I undid
the shackle to disconnect the float wire from the oropesa.

_thhe Prosecutor.

136, Q. Will you explain how you got the float underneath the davit.

A, By grapnelling, sir. The grapnel was thrown from the sweeping
deck across the oropesa and hooked that way and brought in to
the side of the ship.

137. Q. How far from the ship was the oropesa float when you grappled it?

A. How far away from the stern, sir? 18 feet.

138. Q. 18 feet?

A, Yes, sir.
=




139.

140,

141,

142,

143.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Whereabouts relative to the ship was it?

Inclined to be off the port quarter.

Was the oropesa float meking any headway?

No, I don't think so, sir.

How was the float behaving?

I think it was stationary, sir, - I'm not sure. It may have been
moving slightly astern, but I can't quite remember. Only one
grapnel was thrown and went straight across so it could not have

been a great distance away.

Which part of the oropesa did the grapnel catch in?
In the rope that was straddled, -~ some rope was fixed from the
spar to the oropesa and also brought down under.

It caught the pennant between the balance and the foot of the
standard?

Yea, sir. B




Fm denne f)-f' Leading Seaman Bichard Fenry Cope, 0fFficisl Wupber

JJ 9987 - E.M.S. "MERCURY". (Cont'd)

}_gy_ the pI'O.:F‘f'U+Ol".

b

loat wire hzd you?

. 4 ‘-.?hat length of

L, 15 f'_uc}"omm

145, @ i1l you po on with your narrstive,

Jat
.
3

e Tloat was disconnected from the oropesa. The oropesa was
put in its ecrutches and tempo* arily I put a helf-ritch in the
“Tloat wire fte the gusrd rails, T took the hslf-hitch out
“of the float wire and %took *hP wires as far Torrard as T could,

50 that there would be no undue strain on the otter, -~ so that
no bias should fall on the otter. The order was then given by
Ieading Seamzn Eastman to clear the sweep deck. As the result of
an order given by Leading Zeaman Fastman we cleared the swesp deck,

U

106, . ; - < anine in

“ Vhat was the ship doing the meantime?

4, It was stationary, sir.

147. Q. Wherezbouts on the sweeping deck were you when the sweep was being
hove in?
4. By the star-bozrd sweep roller.

148, Q. Did you see the otter?
<

i, At what time, sir?

149, Q. Yhen the sweep was hove in?

A. When the ship was under way - 1o, sir. s




151,

When the ship was stationary?

When the paddles were stopped, yes, sir. You can't sight an
otter above the paddle boats, not when the paddles are going,
owing to the amount of foam that they make on the water.

At what minimum speed dees the foam render this impossible?

s

- At any time while the paddles are revolving.

When the port sweep was being hove in did you actually see
. the otter?

When the ship was stopped and the paddles were not revolving,

. sir, and the otter ceme in to a fair distance away from the

e '_-_ghlp we could just see a white object thatwas 2ll and there

" was only one conclusion we could drew being as’we were sweeping
:"and the o’c’cer is painteﬁ wh:L+e, and was com:mg ’howard the shl

6 you ses *GheW‘mle Of ﬁ"e U‘ﬁer" I




Evidence of Leading Seaman Richard Henry Cope, Officiszl Number
f c/J - 99877, - H.i.8. "z-maoum". (L.ont'a )

,Jy tnr‘ Proceuutor. -

155, Qe Jnereabouts ‘was th\, otter and anprommtew how deep was it when
you flrst saw it .

A Appﬁ}:’iﬂiately, sir,
spproximately 6/10 ¢

to any definite distence,

156, Q. Where was. the otter vhen the flozt wire was unshackled?

w

4, Slightly on an angle astern.

157. Q. Did the otter move its position relastive to the ship bebween the
tinme that you first sighted it and the time that the float was

grappled?

~etting in the oropesa.

o <

Ae I could not szy, sir. I was assisfting in

float was hoisted inboard?

EL “u

158. Q. What happened after the

4 I obeyed an order given for the sweep deck to be cleared. Do you
want to know what I did, or the ship's company did?

159. §. What 8id the skheeping deck crew do?

A. The sweep deck was cleared, sir. Some time =Tter th
cleared there was an explosion. ar




2n you give an idea of the time belween sighting the object in

r’(]

the otter and the exnlosion

3

" i
o+

> ig & hard thing to state., Tr the tenseness of getting something
in the sweep, knowing we were on a minefield sweeping mines, to state
eny definite time, sir, on & thing like that., The +time, sir, thet.

the "MERCURY" or any other ship would ftake out there to get an oropesa
on board ard the other small things that hsppen, - I qqould sey some-

where in the viecinity of approximately 10 minutes.

Cross-Iixamiped hy the Accused's Friend by permission of the
Pr951dant on behalf of the Accused.

Were any mines exploded in the "MFRCURY's" sweep on the 25th
December?

Yes, sir, three.

In your opinlon what effect might these have on the runnlng of tha
: ottar? ok 5
fIt could have q_uite a lot of effect on the general running of the

: ot‘ber, sir, such as the vibration causing one of the legs of the
sling to became-entangled or a shackle to be ‘reversed in the

-opponite direction thus giving you a throw out on your sweep, - ,
2 _s_,e:.ther outboard or r:l.ght astern’ sh:.p, -as we had exper:.enced_'_on

1. Q.
A,
t62, q.
A..
1363' -_ Q.~

ping,on --prev:mus occasn.ons.

Wha.t other part o:t‘ ‘hhe o‘bter m:\.ght :Lt affeet?

2 affected the__ ottle screw or adgustable leg on the otter.;'




fvidence of Leading Seaman Richard Henry Cope, Official Numb
o2 Voo Clal humber
C/J. 99877. = H.M.S. "MFRCURY “. Cont?’d} -

By the Accused's Friend.

164, Q. If the expl?sion of one of these mines was close enough to
the otter might it in your opinion sever the wire sealing
on the bottle screw?

A. Yes, it is quite possible, sir.

165. Q. What was your employment in civil life?
A. I was an electrician at the Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield,
London.
166. Q. Were you shown anything on board "MFRCURY " after the explosion?

A. Yes, sir.

167. Q. What was this?

A. A piece of metal about the size of the top of my hat {pointing j
to his uniform cap), was turned over to me by Leading Seaman Eastman t'
inspect. This object had come inboard after the explosion and it was |
surmised at the time that it was a piece of the mine. i

168. Q. Was there anything unusual about this object?

A. Yes, sir. It had some holes in it, - some small holes, also some
small dents.




169. Q. Can you suggest anything likely to have caused these perforations
and indentations?

A. Yes, sir. To my mind, having seen things like this before on metal,
I came to the conclusion that it was done by either Lewis Gun or
Rifle fire. The holes were round, the holes on this piece of
metal. There was some marking and it looked to me as though it had
been caused or left there by the nickel of a 303 bullet.

170. Q. Did any vessels come alongside the "MERCURY" after the explosion?

A. Yes, sir.

7. Q. Will you name them to the Court?

A. H.M.S. "SCAWFELL", She came along on the starboard side and there
was an impact with her port bow and the bulkhead somewhere by the
aft saloon abaft the paddles.

Did
172. Q. Wowkd this impact shake the ship at all?

A. Yes, sir. It shook it rather violently. The ship seemed as though
if anything it was inclined to dip astern. Also I would like to
state I noticed that after this impact I went down the after peak
and the water in the after peak was gaining fast on us then.

ReMned by Prosecutor.

B, Q. Fores you say how many mines were exploded by the "MERCURY " betwsen
“the commencement of the operations and the end of the sweeping

GEse. . On the 25th




Evidence of Leading Seamsn Richard Henry Cope, Official Mumber
c[J. 29877. - H.M.S. "WFRCURY". (¥ont'd)

By the Prosecutor.

173.(Eont'd)

A. Are you including the explosion astern of her, sir? Three, sir.

174, Q. Three? 175.Q.0n which day? A
A. On the th, sir.

176.Q. All on Christmas Bay?
A. Yes, sir. All during the afternoon watch.

177. Q. Whereabouts, roughly, in the sweep were the three explosions?

A. Yes, sir.

A. The first one was at the extreme end of the sweep somewhere near A
the otter, sir,-one at the end of the sweep, one very close inboard |
and one I don't know where, somewhere in the midships of the sweep. i

178. Q. Did all three explosioms occur in the same lap?

A. I don't know when they all occurred, but two of them definitely did.

79. Q. Can you remember at what times approximately?

A. No sir, I can't say.

t80. Q. Can you remember which lap? l

A. No, sir.

The Court declined to Cross-Exemine this Witness. :i'




181,

182.

L 183,

3 184,

185.

! By the Deputy Judge Advocate to Witness.

s

When did you leave the service?

.

November, 1933, sir.

e T

And when did you come up again? I
P

August, 1939. 'ﬂ
jE

Witness withdrew. o

it

- _?é

(

Leading Seaman Ernedt Amos Fastman, ]} called, sworn and ‘_3;;
Official No.C/J.41137.H.M.S."™ERCURY ") examined 3?
By the Prosecutor. i '
Ate you Ernest Amos Eastmen, Leading Seaman, Official No.C/J .411372 "

Yes, sir.

And were you serving in H.M.S."MERC ", on the 25th December, 19407

Yes, sir.

What was your duty in the ship? 0
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