THE DISTURBANCE AT
PORTSMOUTH NAVAIL BARRACKS.
- -

A STORER CONVICTED AND SRNTENCED.
The Court-martial upon Edward Allen Moody, stoker,

- first class, for complicity in the disturhance nt Portsmouth

y—

Naval Barracks, was continued on board the Victory
ty Portsmouth yesterday. Tho Court was camposed
as follows :—ReaR-ADMIRAL A, L. Wissiop, C.M.G.
(president), Garraiv A. G. Tars (Portsmouth Dock-
yard), CoMMoDORE F. T. Hayirtoy, AD.C. (HALS.
Execollent), CArram M. IT, SayTa (ILM.S. Research),
Cirzany R. G, Frasen (H.M.S. Majestic), CAPTAIN
H. L. TorTESHANM (H.\LS, Mears), Carranx B. 0. T.
TROURRIDGE, C)M.G. (ILM.S. Glory), Carrary . H.
Torurssk (H.M.S, Aboukir), CArTaTs W. B. FAWCKSER
{H.M.8,Cressy), with PAY MASTIR-IN-CHIPP (retired)C. .
GrFrorp, C.B., as Deputy Judgoe Advocate, FLEET DAY-
MASTER W. Lk GyT PULLEN assisted the Deputy Judgo
Advocaio,

At the opening of the proceadings, the prisoner
objected to Licutenent B, St. G. Collard’s evidence given
on Saturday, on tho ground thet Lo had suppressed
cartain things,

The CourT ordered tho ohjection to be recorded.

FurrhneEn LVIDENCE.

Guoner F, E. C. Iurst, asked if ko had any personal
lmowledge of the order “ On tha kneo ! Loing given in
any ship or cstablishment besides the Royzl Naval
Barracks, Porlsmouth, replied that he had at VWhale
Island, in Dbattalion drill, IIo could not refer to auy
written anthority for tha order, as for example, tho
drill-book,

Tho prisonor.—Wero you near Licuteraut Colland in
November, 1903, whea he gavo a stoker orders to go on
tho Iatee 2850 far &u 1 con rememnthor, nhoat tan yards to
12 yards aveny. I know tho order was given, but the
details I cannot remembor, becauso tho stokers as I
mastered them doablod away and foll In on tho left, fi“‘l
this man camo well in tho centre, ind 1 carried on with
the next. man, so I did not pay attention o what Lisu-
tenant Collund wis saying. : .

Have ¥ou any knowledge of Licutenant Colard
being  ealled upon  for an _explanation by a
friend “or friends of a stoker ?--Nono whalever.

In apsweor to the proscentor, the witeess said arrange-
ments were made fa riffe exercises, firing, and skirmishing
for men to go on the knen, nnd they were put on the kuca
at Whalo Island for the purpose of oﬁ_ieors'.::r:]r.!mss:ing the
men.  Inreply to the Court, tho witness said the order
W23 & custom on Whale Island so fur 2s ha could go back,
ang ke fizzt joined in 1001 or 1902,

Lieutenant L. L. B, Tockyor said he had givea tho
ozdar “ On the kneo’’ {oa body of men on more thon
Gno oeeasion.

If this order “ On the Jnee " wasn woll-kuowet one,
did it not sirike you as pocndise that on Sanday when tho
stokers weora. “fallen in’ in the prmpasinm a largo
number of men ox your left did not seom to understand
whnt wws meant by tho order 7—No, 1 do not think it
would be peenlinr, beoanse tha stokess would not be
accustomed to it, not having any dealings with the
ofiicers concerned.

Did yot the men on your right seem to bo in tho same
difliculty a3 thn stokers gn tho left, or did it not secm
that ther followed tho nction of ihe stokers on your
st ?—I think tho stokers on tho right were incited ot
10 obay tho order by those ju the rear, and it i= likely
that thoso en my loft did not hecar the man trying to
eito he others, ;




Tho writnoss said bo did pot hear Licatenant Collard
use any epithet when ho gave ths order ¢ On the knea ’!
oin Sunday, November 4. 1n gave the order in the naual
tono employed in giving any orniler. It was nol given in
an insuliing maener,

Tha CotRT~Whan the order *“On the koo wns
aiven to tho stokers on Novembar 4 they had been for
a considezable timo previously on the parede grouad
mad in the grmaasini, it has beon stated, in a stato of in-
snbordination ; ean yvon give the Court any resson why
they shonld bo in this state of indiseipline prior to the
onder * On the lieo ' baing given —No, | have no idea
why they shoald ba ; they were ont. of coatrol.

Commodors the Flon. W, G. Stonferd said heconld not say
positively that on tho Sundzy night while he waz address-

"ing tho wen from the platforny on the parada grouwnd the

prisoner fell out of the ranks with two petiy offcrrs
to state the grievances of the stokers, Ho was under the
impression that ho «did see him. So far ashe conld
resnember he did not erll the stoker petty officers to
como iorward end state their grievances. 1o did not
remenber the word ‘¢ apolozization ¥ being used ot all.
e keard tho word ¢ apology " vsed. Ile had not given
the officars in the Roynl Neval Derracks any verbal ar
writfen order as to the uze of the order *¢ On tho tnee.”’
fowas not aware that tho order wias often given by
naval olicers in the barracks to bodios of uen who wern
fidgetting.  Ho conld not say whather the stokers in the
barracks had evor velunterily gone on tie koce. Thoy
had not 1o his knowledge. Tio Loviathan wasa ship hie
couli romember distinetly in which the mea had
voluntarily gons on the knee. ’ )

The prizonsr.—Why was T srresied 2—You  wera
arrested with msny otbers for disohedienca to orders in
not going to vour room whai ‘ordaced, for rietons con-
duet, or Jor being out of vour hammock at en improper
time, or for making a noise in your block. All tha yman
who were arrested that right, or nearly all, wero for ono
or more of those affencas.

In answer to Lhe CogrT, tha witnoss said Bk pasticular
instancoe to which ha had refarrad of wmen going
voluntarily on the knee was when it was customary for
officers sad others to give loctores in the evening to the
man on viarious subjects about the situation in the Far
East duriag the Rosso-Tapanese war and aother matters.
Maps woro pinned on the blaok-heard ta illustmto the
subjects, amd tie sudiznce would crowd nronnd os close ns
possible, when 3o frone ranks would often kneal down in
order to sllow thoszs behiad to sco without any order
Leing given. When it wns reporied to him on Novem-
ber 4 t.'lmt, tho men had mads o noise in dismissing from
cvening guarters hie thought it was probably due to same
youngsters shonting as thoy doubled in out: of the nuin;
ho still thought that was the ecase.

Licutenant M. B. Birkett said that on tho Sundey
night tho prisoner appeared to be talking to a crowd, but
not henking. It was quite possible that he was tryingto
get the other stokers to obey ordecs.




PRISOSER'S WRITTEN STATRMERNT.

Tka prisoner then handed in o written defenen, which
was read by the Depaty Judge Advonata. e first of all

- thankerd the Conrt Yor the facilitics given him to propars
. his defence. Fle would not have elsimed the indulgence
cof tha Court if ho hied had longer apportunity for con-
_sulting his *¢ friend,”” but ke hind no opportunity of daing
sountil 4 45 nom. the day before tha Court, pssembled.
i In opening his defence ho wished 10 say that tho rioting
iat the Naval Barracks on Sunday, November 4, was not
premediteted so for os ho konw. 1le knew that there was,
and had been for some time, a strong feeling muong
i stolers mad seamen agninst the order * On the knee,”” a5
thero snposrad to be no ardar in the deill-book or nny
written nuthority pnsted up by the commodore for ils
baing wsed. Although Liontenant Collard had been obeyed
when giving the order ““ On the kaee," there had bacn
congidereble dizcussion among the men aftenvards 25 to
tho legality of stch an order. No complzint hiad boen
mada an e matter owing 10 the fear that tho man
meeking the complaint, would Lo warked. 1t had bern
stated among the stokers that on November 24, 1005,
alter tho mestering of the stokers' fira party, the ozder
0n the knee’” wos given by Lienienani Collard to
Stoker Aecton in o humilistisg mowner.  Thoss vwho
witnessed 1t siated thet the words vsed wers * On 1ha
Tnee, vou dog.” Subsequently Lieutennab Callard, in
tho pressnce of tho officer of the watch, apologized to
Acton for the words lio had veed, o said €o him, © 1
am very sorry for what T gaid te yon and for what ¥ mado
yau do, and I wish von to toll your messmatos so.”?
Surely, argued tho prisonor, if an offeer could lose his
feraer on such an cecasion and apologiza for it after-
wards, e was just as likely lo kave donn so on Sunday
afternoon, Novenber 4. Complaint had bean reads to 1o
commodare 2houxt this matter, but nothing had heen dong,
- On the Sunday night in question tho prisoner turned inte
. his hammeck in *¢ L ' block nt ten minutes past 9, aud he
- didl not turn ouf until the mobilizing buglo seunded afier
10 o'clock. Therofore, ha cowld vot possibly have been
in thoscanteca, nor was thero aay evidendo Lo prove that
he was tharo ot that what ocenrred was premaditatod. Ho
rcontonded that he had no kmowledga that the stokers
intended to mmtiny, and this was proved by ths evideneo
which showed that tho riots vere spontaneonsly duo to
_sowe one in the eantcen shouting * On the knce,”” Aftec
tha brugla had sounded, the j)risnnor turned ont and iro-
creded to the parade promnd, whero he xeported hinelf
to & stoxer petty officer and a chief potty officer, as e
.kod mo, wish ta be mixed up in the riots. He thorefore
waltked over fo whore the stokers wera usually mustered
.oud, after the commodora’s address, ho was marched
back to' tho stokers® block with & pariy of 20 men. It
-was iImpossible to get into the rooms, kowsver, owing to
the large number of men who were making a distwrbance
aud_shouting. Mo desired to turn in and get soms zest,
as he was only rccovering from nn  operation for
ir.ppo.m‘iicitis_nm wis still on the Yight dalylist. Te
i thereforn tried fo pessuado the stokers to rotnrn to theie
Izooms. A# this stage ha was vielently strack in
“the mouth and had & teoth broken off, 'This he
tconsidered  unusuol treatment for a supposed ring-
JImador from bis sympathizers.  Ho asked the stokers
what their priovances were, and they hustled aroond
him and starfed shouting. Tt was then that Lieutenant
Birkett cume up, amd ha asked what tho stokers’
gricvances were, and the prizoner replicd that to tho hest
of his beliof they wanted tho men arrested rolcased.
Licutenant Birkets got threo or four jaen to fall in, and
went to sce the micn released. IIaving explained whal he
thought the grizvances were, he conclnded that he wns to
be ono of the men to fall in, and having pot tho stokors
10 their rooms hio proceeded to the middle of the perade
ground. Here his was told that the commoders had
ordeted that po men were to boe released nntil all the
stokers had tumed in, iocluding the three or four who
hed been calll out. " ITe aecordingly preesedad to his
block with the iatenfion of tluraing in, s ke wasnot
capable of standing any excitement. In talking to tho
sfokers he mpear’.o-rr sormte of the guestions put to him by
the men,auad thut might havo caused Licutenaut Birkelt to
think ihat he wes adidressing tha -mes. The prisoner
emphaticslly denicd hasing used any threats cither to
Commodore Stopford, te Mr. Cox, the gunuer, or auy
ona clse. On Maonday evening he loft the canteen jush
after 9 o'clock, andwent to © L7 hlocl aud turned in, A
935 ho heard & Jot of noise on the perade greund, ond
turned out, but on looking through ths window it was 100
dark to see far or to find out wisat was taking place. Ho
heard glass being broken. Just after a patrol entercd tho
raom, and crdered the mon to ture out of their haminocks
and muster on the parade ground. That order.he al ozce




obeyed.” On arriving on the parade ground they wore
| ordered to feli inm where the stokers wers usually
i mustored. Thors was a great deal of noiss and & eonsider-
' ghle time olapsed before any formation conld ba obtained.
When partial order had. been obtsined .the commodero
asked the stokers what their gricvances were. As ho had
answored Lieutenant Birkett he conclnded that he conld
say what they were, and, believing. that he had given
satisfaction in doing so, ho accordingly stopped forward,
but he again emphaticolly denied weing improper language
oither to Mr. Cox or to tho commodore.  When ho askoad
to be taken before the commodore Mr, Cox did not tako
him, but, just after, two stoker petty officors fell out
alongside him, and they teld tha comwmodore what tho
stokers' grievances were. Tho prisoner did kot volunteer
any statement to the commedore. After the stokers had
been dismissed ho went back te “¢ L ”* biack, and, forcing
his way through a large number of stokers who were im-
pading his way, tried to get to bisroom. Iisaction did
not find favenr' with the men, and they tried to lay
violent hands on him, and this, no doubt, created tho
impression that he was addressing tham, In coneluding,
the prisoner drew attention to somo diserepancies in the
eviidendo of one or twe of the chiof stoker witnessss,

Tho PRESIDENT.—o you wish to give evidence on
your own hehalf 2

The prisoner replied that, as all he wished to may vias
in his written statemcot, ka did not wish to give
eviuenco,

EvIDENCE FOR THY. DEFFNCER.

Willinm R. Blackler, stoker of his Majesty’s ship
Dunean, said thot, on. November 24, 1905, he wus at the
Itoyal Naval Barracks, Portemeuth. He recollocted
Lirutenant Collard giving the order ¢ Oa thg knee | Lo
a stoker named Acten., 'Iho stoker answered ¢ Jere ™
instead of ¢ Here, Sir" to bhisnawe, and Licutcuant
Collard said, ** Go down on yoir kmeo, yon dog.”’ -

By e Covrr.—Action was aflorwards taken in tho
matter. The witness stronglyv advised Acton that such
an insult was a case for the Civil Court, so he made
arrangaments to go ashore and sce a solicitor, but beiore
he #ot on shore Acton wus sond for, und ho roturned snd
todd the witness that Licutenuznt Collard hoed seen him
in front of tho officer of the watech and told him ho was
very sorry for what he had said o8 it was a very wrong
order that ho gave him 5 ha wished him to tell his mess-
mmates what ho hnd zaid. The wilness zftonvends sow
Mr, Webb, # solicitor, but no conmuaication was mado
to thasenlor elicer in the bacrxeks.

The Prosrcuror.—Will you state why, if you con-
sidered this man lLad & grievance, yon did not advise
hir to make a complaint uccoriing 1o the regulations ?

The DrevTy-JUDGE ADVOCATR wamnod the wituess
that he nead not answer o quastjon if he thought it
wonld incriminate himself, and the witness declined o
reply to tha question,

The Coupr.—Why did yon think it was a civil
matter 2—IL was an lnsull, aud 1 thought unless ho got
satisfaction il wasa crse for compsnsaticn. Do you
iniagzine that redress of any eatter is not usmally given
inthe Rorsl Navy #—I think that. it is vory difiicalt for
R man in my position to bring sich 2 matter forward.
llns any request to eco a suporior officer ¢yer beon
refused to yonu 2—0nly in ore case hava I ever made such
arequest. On what do you huso your pnswer fo iy
question then ?—On generil Jnowledgo - of what hes
haoppened sines I have been in tho Novy, What sction
did yon anticipate from yonr visit to tho solicitor 2—1hat
Acton or his peopla would bring a civil action against
Licutenant Collard.

Bartholorew Mrhony, stoker, flrst class, raid he saw
the prizoner in his hammock on the Sunday night abont
3 15, and ha could not have taken part in dving dumnage
i In tho canteen that night,

In answer to tho CoURT, the witness stated that he had
:not had a grievanco 2t all. Ho had been quite happy
, and comfortable in the barmicks.

Other witnasses gave similar avidoncs.




_'tho prisoner having stated that ho had not had proper
opportunities for croas-examining Jjieutenant .Colluzd,
that ofifcer was recalled, but he declined to apswer o
series of questions reieting to 1he alleged use of the
expression ** You dog ' by him in addressing w stolier in
November, 1965. 1he prisoner, who had entered for
12 years, wus stated to havo an ¢ indifferent ' chavector
. for the year 1905 ; on September 6 he forfeited eight
dnys, and had 28 dayy’ imprisonment for desertion; on
Naovember 15, 14 days’ colls ; and on December 30, 14 doys
cells. From March to November this year ho had a
* very good conduct, very good ability ™’ character.
FixpixG AND SENTENCE. _

Tho CoTRT Acquitted tho prisoner on fhoe first and third
charges—pamely, those of endeavouring to make
A mutieons sssembly--and found him Guilfy on the
sccond and Jourth cherges—namely, these of inciiing
stokers to join in a mutinous asserubly. He was sentenced
to five years” penal servitude. :

SECOND COURT-MARTIAL.

Rolert Drown, sccond-class stoker, of his Miiestiy's
ship Victory, was {hen placed ontrisl, Tho Couriwas
composel a5 follows :(—REAR-ADM, A L. WiNswLoy,
GG, (president), CoMMopore T, T. IHaniLzon,
A.D.C. {his Majesty's ship BExeelient), Carraty M. I
SMYTH (his Majesty's ship Research), Carrais R. C.
Fraszn (his Majesty’s ship Alajestic), Carraas H. L.
TorrruAM (his Majesty™s ship Mars), Cavcals 1. G, 1.
TrovnrinGe, CALG, ({(his 3Mujesty’s ship Glory),
Carramwy H. I Tourksse (his Majesty's sap Aboukis
Capvamy W, B. Pawerssre (his Majesty's ship Cressy
CATTAIN R, AL ALL=EY (his Majesty™s shinp Cenfurion),
with PavymasTER-IN-CHIE? (retired) C. K. Girrorp,
C.B., a5 Deputy Judge-Advacate, IFrzsr PavMastER
W. L= Geve PUiLey assisted tho Jast-rumed.  Kagiueer-
Licatenant Haoy V. Gordon, of his DMajesty's ship
Dreadnonght, appeared as prisorer's friend.

Tlie chargros worn that (1) tho prisonsr did on Moveto-
ber 4, 1%{%, at tho Roval Naval Barracls, Porismaonth,
incite the stokers then quartered 8 the lLmrmacks to joia
in & mutinous assembly ; (%) that orn Navember ), ut
the barracks ha incited tho stokera to join ina mutinous
Assembly ; aad (3) that he, on November 5, wilfully
dicgbered the lawful command of Comrzander Siduey R.
Drury-Lowe, who ordered him to tum in,

Stoker Petty Officer Siniddon, on duty in tha canteen
a{ the Royal Naval Barracks on Sunday eveaing, Novein-
ber 4, stated that just after 8 E0 somcone shouted, ** On
tho knee,’” whiclh i&d to tho smashing of glasses,

Lieutenant M. B, Birkett stated that he saw  the
prisoner on the Monday night apperently addressing tho
wien.  Many groups of men geing towards their biocks
stopped to listen to him, and it appearad that somwe did
rot g0 to their blocks becanse of what he said.

Licutenant A. L. Snagge xaid he wias on tho parade-
gronad on Monday snd saw s czowd of stokers surroumd-
ing Conmudore-Stopford. Thoy wors getting very closo
to him, and with two or thma olbhor leatenaats ho

?




pusnaa ms wuy through the crowd so o3 to surround
him, The mon were booing and making anoise.  The
commodore pat his haard on the prisoner’s shoulder and
told him 1o turn in, a2d called a paity officer to take his
name. ‘Thoe msa refused to tom in. He seemed to Lo
one of tho leaders, and was shouling and cresting a dis-
furhanca. His muimner wns wery discespectful, and he
wos surraunded by others, who urgad him not to cber
the ordors, ] :

Moster-at-Arms  Robert Smeith sid e saw the
prisoner ahout 1045 on Menday night near the contre of
the parade with o crowd of men srovnd him. Ile was
shouting and incibing othess i riotous conduct. He
shouted, ** Are wa downheartod 277 apd the crowd volled
# No.' He wes brought in as s prisoner sbout 2 a.m,
ot Tucsday.

Commniander S. R, Drary-Fowe s21d that about 115 p.m.
on Monday night, whea sever2l of the stokers had soze
back 1o their blocks, thore wera still erowds cutsids the
blocks, many of whoat seemed to bn youngsters who ha:l
been prevenied from going back. Ilo thought the
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prisoner wns ono of thoso who had prevented them. The
witness ordered him to ttun inj he jusi moved away,
and the witnoss ordered him inagein, but ho seid, ““ No,
I wont.” Ho was arrested, but the witness heard ihas
ho afterwnrds broke mway. Later tho witaoss sov tho
prisexer between two marimes, and ordered him to bo
taken swvay and placed in a cell by himsclf. Tie manner
was inselest.

By ths CourT.—The manper in which he was insolent
was in'tho wey hio satd *“ No, I woxd,” rnd ho did not say
¢ Bir.”" When ho moved tho others moved with him ; ke
was evidently tho centes of a group.

Licutenent Cherlez F. R. Cowan corrobsrated tho Jast

itness's evidence as to the prisener’s refusing twice to
tim in when ardered.

The Court adjourned at 4 o’clock in order thot
Lieutenant Bedferd’s depositions might ba takoa, that
oflicer keing ill,
R ——



