THE DISTURBANCES AT
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL BARRACKS.
—
FURTHER SENTENCES,

The Courts-martial upon the stokers charged with having
taken part in the disturbances at Yortsmouth Naral
Barracks were continued yestarday. Tho first prisonsrtried
was Joeaph Sorage Leigh, second-class stokor, who was
ckarged with havicg on Norember4 incited the stokers to
join in o mutinous assembly. The Court was constitnted
s follows :(—REsm-Apatinan A, L. Wmstor, C.ALG,
{(president),Cosmtopors F. T. HaximnTow, A D.C. {i1.}I1.5.
Excellent), Carramy AL H. SmyTE (HALS. Research),
CarTari B, G, Frassr (H.ALE., Majestic), CAPTATS
H. L. Torresmay (HL.M.S. NMars), CorpraxE, C, T,
Troveringe, CALG. (HALS, Glory), Carramx H H.
Torresss (HALS, Aboukir), CapTaIx W, B, Fawonsen
(ELALS, Cressy), and Carrami R. A. Annexpy (ILALS,
Conturion).,  ParMasTER-ON-CHItr (retired) €, E.
GirForDp, C.B., was Deputy Judge Advocate, assisted by
Frusr PavyMaster W, LE Grvr Poioxs (by Admiralty
ordez}. Ceommodore C. J. Briggs (H.M.S. Vernon) was
the prosecutor; Lagineer Sub-Licatenant Charles S,
Bell apneared as prisoner’s friend.

The circumstautial lotter stated that on Sundsy night,
Novewbsr 4, the Commodore, while sddressing tho
stokers, was much interrupted by somi of the men,smon g
whom was Leigh, who was in the front rank of the
rioters shouting and making & noise. Teigh incitad the
men not to obey the orders of tha Commodors to retum
to thoir blocks,

Chief Patty Oflcer Patrick Brads, of HAM.S, Drend-
rought, slated that he was in the barracks on Sunday
night, November 4, Daring ths disturbance ha saw the
prisoner in the contre of a group of stokers. Whan the
Commodors ordored the men to turn in the prisonar
shouted, ** Stand fast, men, stand fast ; don’t go until
vou ot satiafaction.”’ i ; .

Petty Ofleer Carr gave evidenca to the sama effect, and |
inreply to the prisoner said he did not particularly !
noticathat any one of the men arowmd the Commodors was
worse than others. He recognized the prisoner as ons of
them, and, while therfo was a preat deal of noiza, he knaw
that Leigh was interropting by the moevement of hislips
and waving of his hands,

By the Count.—ile copsiderad that the cries of tha
prigoner wore caiculated 1o Incite tho men to zctsof
insubordination.

The prisoner, in his writien defenca, stated that hs was
in the canteen until 9380, when ke went to his room.
Vrhen the bugls ssucded o mobilize howent to the
parade grouad aod fell in quietly in the usual placo onths |
1=t of the front ouk,and nob in the centre. Ho was about
20 yards from the Commodore, and nowbers noar Lien-
tapant Cowan snd Chisf Potty Oflicer Carr. IHe nover
mede ony noiss ab any time. Thers was considarablo
disturbence while the Commodors wus speaking, and
Chief Peity Oflicer Bmdy appreoashed 3:im and sshed
what the bother was.,  The prisoner told him it was ahout
going down on the knes, and the officer then went away
without further remark. One or more men were arrested,
while parties were being marched off to the blocks, and
that still forther execited tho men, who began to hoot.
o sw that if he remained thore ho would stand 2 chancs
of being implicated in the disturbance, so he mads the |
Lest ef his way to his room. e did not use the words i
attributed to him. = :




The prisoner, in his writien defence, stated that ha was

in the canteen until 930, when ke went to his room,
Yhen the bugle sounded to mobiliza hoswwent to the
patade grouad aod fell in quietly in the uswal placo on the
1ot of tha froat ronk,and nob in the centre. o was about
20 yards from the Commodore, and nowbers near Lien-
taoant Cowan and Chief Potty Oficer Carr. e nover
mede &ny neiss ab any time. Thers was considermablo
disturbonce while the Commodors was speaking, and
Chief Petty Oficer Brmady approached N:im and usked
what the bother was., Lhe prisoner told him it was about
going down on the knes, and the ofiicer then went away
without further remark. One or more mon wers arrested,
while parties were being marched off to the blocks, and
that still further exeited tho men, who began to hoot.
e savwr that if he remained thore he would stand o chancs
of being implicated in the disturbonce, so he mado the
Lest of his way to his oom. e did not use the words
attributed to him. 2

The prisorer also gave evidoace on oath. When thoy
wont Lo evening quarters, he said, the seamen and siznal-
men wers dismissed 10 earry on in the drill-hall. It was
pouring at the iime, and Licntensnt Collerd bronght
them to atlention and gave tha order  © Lalt
wheel, double,” 1o the gymnssium to unrip church.
LThey did so, and then went into their blocks,
but the stokors were ordered to full in sgain, and
as they did so tho seamen snd signalmen wero dismissed.
Ths stokers were then brought to atfention by
Licuteamt Collard and ordered to go * on the knee.”’
Thé first tims the stokers wonld not ober, and Lisutenant
Collard =s2id if they «id Dot go ontho kuee Lo would put
ali tho stokers in the celis. Ho gave tha order, ¢ VWill
yeu o down on thoe Jmee 2’ Chicl stokers and patty
officers wore wlvising them to go down on the kuoe, so
they went down. They were then dismissed. :

In eross-¢xamination the prisoner snid he hnd not heard
rauch discussion about this order © On the knes,” 2ad he
had not heord any exception taken to it,

Thoe Presipee.—Did not vou object to thearder F On
the kuee *’ when you wers in the prmoasinm $—Yes, Sir,
the first time. 1 counld not see why Ishoulddoit, 1
was ““ booed "’ ot fer poing down. The witness enferad
his namo to seo the Commodore on the Sunday nizht on
& paper brought Lo him by a man, and he did not know
who the man was. Tho man, in asking them to sign,

]

said, ** Como on, messmates, don't be hard, don's let us |

beo put on"



Lhe Prosecutor.~Beforo this man spoke to you did you
think yon had s grievance about the order 2—No, Sir; I
ntver had auy causo of complaint against any one in tha
barracks, as I have always been treated all right.

Stoker Jalm Smith save corroborativa evidence, and in
cross-examination said he did not abject to tho order or
to the way it was given. Ho had not heard the men
discussing the rmntter as an order which shonld not ha

iven.
- Stoker Sidney Rufus, in cross-examination, said the
order *“ On the knee ™ was not given on the Sunday in |
the tone orders generally were. 'ﬁa did not feel agerieved |
ebout it, end ke had hed no cause of complaint. j

By the Counr.—The stokers in class wers given the |
order on the provious Thursday by the same [ieutepant
5s on the Sunday in the gymnasivm, Beeauss they wera
restless two moks wero ondered on the knee whila the
others wors dismissed. Tho class afterwards disenssed it,
and said it was not right that they should bave to £0 on
the keeo in the square,

Charles Booker algo pave evidenca as to the order © On
itha knee ** given on the Thursday betore Sunday, Noveri-
her 4. No complaint was made. He had heard one or
Lwo stekors discussing tho ovder before thiz occeation and
saying that they did not liko it, Me did not think it hag
been brought before tho notice of the suthorities, Ho
dgid not think there would be any diflienlty in seeing the
Commodora, !

Tho priscner’s chamcter was stated to be * ve ry
good,”” with ‘ne entry on the defaulters’ sheat, Fio woe
adjudged to be imprisoned for nine months with hard
Iakour,

4t the fifth Gourt-martial, econstituted as above,
Bernard  Lolelough, sioker, second clix,  pleaded
“ Guilty 7' to an act to tha prejudico of good ordor and
naval discipling in bebaving in a disorderly and riotous
manner at the bareacks, and to nn act prejudios! to pond
order and naval discipline in behaving ina disorderly and

Liotous manver in the Kdinburgh-road, Porizes, cuiside




the barrscks. The prisoner’s friend, Mr. Webb, solicitor,
read astaiement in mitigation of punishment, in which
he pleaded his ignorance of mnaval discipline. Tha
prisoner had eatered in Fabroary, 1006, for 12 years, His
defanlters’ sheet was clear and had *° vary good cozdnct,
reccommended for advancement,’ He was sentenced to
thres months’ imprisonmont with hard Iabonr.,




