
35. Library Books are available at certain hours in all establishments 
and efforts are' made to provide men who wish to study particular subjects 
with books bearing upon them. The Committee advocate an extension of 
these privileges as a reward for continued good conduct. 

86. Opportunities for sport were found in some cases, though in view of 
the necessity for making life in detention less agreeable than life in the 
Services themselves, these are properly restricted, and have training rather 
than amusement as their object. Boxing is encouraged and well-equipped 
rings provided, and the men are taken out for route marches, in some 
establishments, with a marked effect upon their physique and fitness. 

37. Welfare Officers are on the strength of all military detention barracks 
who work in close collaboration with the Chaplains. But while appreciating 
the value of welfare services in detention the Committee are of opinion that 
these are frequently rendered too late. They desire to emphasise as strongly 
as possible the importance of good welfare work in the units from which the 
men come, as the principal means of saving men from getting into the trouble 
which leads to detention. They consider that if the admirable Notes for 
Officers issued by the Adjutant-General under the title " The Soldier's 
Welfare," were fully carried into effect, particularly by Company and Platoon 
Officers, perhaps as many as fifty per cent, of those who are now soldiers 
under sentence would never have had to be committed to detention. 

38. Premises which can be used as a chapel are provided in all DBs. 
and D.Qs., and in most cases these are suitably and adequately furnished. 
The Committee wish to express appreciation of the work of the Chaplains of 
all denominations, many of whom are men of great experience in dealing with 
the particular problems they meet. The value of their personal contacts 
with detainees and of their frequent presence in the Barracks should receive 
full recognition. 

Feeding 
39. The Committee inspected the midday and afternoon meals at each 

place they visited. The food appeared to be of good quality and was well 
cooked. The main complaint made against the diet was that it is monotonous; 
(cf. paragraph 14) a few complained that it was insufficient. The Committee 
think that the main consideration is that the men should be in good health, 
and that they are is evidenced by their appearance and the fact that the 
majority gain weight while in detention. 

40. At some of the Military establishments the diet tins presented a 
very unattractive appearance. Originally they had been of aluminium but 
these had been withdrawn for aircraft construction. They were replaced by 
tinplated receptacles. In the course of hard usage the tinning wears off and 
the metal below becomes stained with rust. This condition is not injurious 
to health but is unappetising to sav the least of it. In spite of the exigencies 
of war production and the scarcity of tinning facilities the Committee consider 
that tl lese diet tins shoukf be rendered and kept bright / 
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PART II 

Proceedings of the Committee in London 
41. In tins part of the Eeport the Committee only propose to examine 

the effect of statements made to them during their hearings in London and 
only such of those statements as alleged violence, ill-treatment and bullying 
in the past. The Committee believe that some of these and similar allegations 
formed the basis of the general agitation against " Glasshouses " which 
followed the Clayton case. (cf. Appendix, 2nd Group, No. 16.) 

42. The steps taken by the Committee to secure the attendance of 
relevant witnesses were the following: — 

(a) The name and address of the Secretary were advertised in the Press. 
(b) The same information was broadcast by the B.B.C. 
(c) Editors of newspapers	 which had given prominence to allegations of 

brutality to and ill-treatment of soldiers serving in Military 
Detention Barracks were requested to put the Committee in touch 
with their informants. This they readily did after obtaining their 
correspondents' permission. 

43. In so far as relates to abuse, bad language, and " chasing," the 
Committee are satisfied, without further particularisation, that these practices 
did exist from the earliest days and were worse at the beginning than they are 
now. In this connection it must be borne in mind that the detention 
machinery of the Army at the start of the war was just as backward as the 
rest of the country's military preparation. 

44. It is not necessary to trace the history of places of detention which, 
of course, had to be greatly expanded during the last war. It is sufficient 
to say that at the outbreak of this war there was only one Military Detention 
Barrack and that was Aldershot. The instant and ever-accelerating expansion 
of the Army produced, of course, a corresponding expansion of the number of 
men under punishment. There were in the Service at the outbreak of war 
only forty-five trained Staff Warders. The Committee have already pointed 
out (paragraphs 22-24) the necessity of training, and the general difficulties of 
securing willing, capable and trained staff for this purpose. I t stands to 
reason that as continually fresh places had to be opened the difficulties of 
staffing them with efficient personnel continually increased and Aldershot 
was the place from which in early days the cadres had to be drawn. Aldershot 
itself in early days was grossly overcrowded with soldiers in detention and 
the Staff was grossly over-worked. If then at Aldershot and other places 
instances of misconduct on the part of the Staffs in the early days were not 
uncommon it is hardly a matter for surprise. Perhaps also it should not be 
a matter for wonder if the most grotesque exaggerations and even inventions 
have been built upon this foundation. The ill-treatment of helpless human 
beings promptly and properly excites indignation, but for that very reason 
it is apt also to promote exaggeration. 

45. The Committee wish to emphasise once more that of the witnesses 
who dealt with these topics at the hearings before the Committee not one 
was a naval man and no allegation of any kind was made against the Naval 
Detention Quarters. 

46. The procedure adopted was to ask every person who desired to appear 
before the Committee to send to the Secretary a signed statement in writing 
setting out the nature of the allegations he wished to make. When these had 
been received the Committee considered them and, in the case of all deemed 



relevant to the Enquiry, appointments were given to their authors to appear 
in King's Bench Court No. 2. Their expenses and if necessary the value of 
their lost time were defrayed out of public funds. 

47. The persons who so appeared before the Committee fell, in their 
opinion, into two quite different groups; First, those who were apparently 
telling the truth and whose statements bore investigation; and, secondly, 
and much more numerous, those who were palpably not telling the truth or 
who were, in the opinion of the Committee, utterly unreliable. In dealing 
with the former group the Committee desire to repeat that they are not 
asserting the accusations are true, for the reasons given eaidier in this Report 
(c/. paragraph 9) but only that they may be true. The statements of these 
persons are summarised in the Appendix. The numbers which are given 
instead of the names of all the witnesses are the numbers assigned to them 
in the Committee's original list. 

48. Several of the worst of the stories in Croup I I of the Appendix have 
been published in the Press and have gone before the public as examples of 
abominable treatment in these institutions. During the course of their local 
investigations, the Committee again and again came across evidence of (lie 
effect that allegations of this kind were having upon the lives and existence 
of the Staffs employed in military detention barracks. In some places, 
members of the Staff, wearing as they do a prominent red flash with 
" M.P.S.C." on their shoulders, cannot appear in public without the risk of 
aversion, insult, and assault. Many of the best of them keep within their own 
precincts rather than risk the unmerited obloquy incurred by mixing with 
their fellow-citizens outside. In this way men whose work is hard and thank­
less enough in the nature of things are deprived of even reasonable recreation 
and relaxation. 

49. The Committee desire to acknowledge the unfailing courtesy ami 
assistance they have received from the Admiralty, the War Office and the 
Commandants and officers of all the establishments visited. Their task was 
greatly facilitated by the transport arrangements readily made for them by 
the Air Ministry and the War Office. Finally they wish to express their 
appreciation of the valuable services rendered by their Secretary, Maior 
J. R. Willis. 

50. Summary of Recommendations 
(f) Establishment of M.P.S.C. training school—(paragraph 24). 
(2) Oeneral increase in staff at all establishments—(paragraph 22). 
(3) Existing Regulations	 against use of obscene language should he more 

strictly enforced—(paragraphs 22 and 48). 
(4) Appointment	 of another Commissioned Officer at N.D.Q. where the 

Captain is now the only one. 
(5) Additional	 Commissioned Officers at all Military establishments­

(paragraph 14). 
(6) Appointment of whole-time M.O. for each establishment—(paragraph 

27). Changes of such M.O. should be infrequent—(paragraph '29). 
(7) Provision	 of Sick quarters in all establishments where they do not 

exist—(paragraph 26). 
(8) Improvement	 of night sanitary arrangements in all establishments 

(paragraphs 30 and 31). 
(9) That all diet tins be rendered and kept bright—-(paragraph 40). 



(10)	 The rigours of Naval Detention in the three prisons make them 
unsuitable for offenders with long sentences. Such men should 
be sent to civil prisons after serving not more than 65 months in 
the N.D.Qs. 

(11)	 Facilities for general education and training should be extended— 
(paragraphs 6(b), 32, 33 and 34). 

(12)	 The system of segregation of different types of detainees at present in 
force should be strictly maintained—"(paragraph 16). 

Signed: 
R O L A N D O L I V E R , Chairman. 
A R T H U R , R E A D I N G , Members. 
H . E . A. B O L D E R O , 

J  O H N	 R . W  I L E I S , Major, Secretary. 

\lth October, 1943. 

A P P E N D I X 

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS HEARD IN LONDON 

Group I 

(cf. paragraph 47 of Report.) 
N o . 37 was a conscientious objector in detention from March-October 1940 for 

refusing to obey orders. He described having been assaulted on his arrival by two 
members of the Staff, one of whom told him t h a t he had been specially sent to 
" deal with the likes of h im." He was then forcibly undressed (as he refused to 
undress himself), during the process of which he was repeatedly struck in the stomach 
and when he fell was lifted up by his hair and struck again until his clothes were 
off. Later in t h e day his arm was twisted. He also said t h a t he saw the injured 
condition of the witness next to be referred to (No. 36) after the la t t e r had arrived. 
He further said t h a t on another occasion two Staff Sergeants pushed a soldier into 
his (witness's) cell, tu rned him out of it , and when soon after they came out the 
witness went back to find the soldier lolling in a corner weeping. 

N o . 3 6 was a conscientious objector who was sent to detent ion in J u n e 1940 
and was for a t ime there with No. 37. He said t h a t when he arrived, because he 
refused to pick up his rifle and equipment he was s t ruck and his head was violently 
and repeatedly knocked against the wall and tha t , as he still refused to obey, he 
was assaulted and punched about the face and body by a number of the Staff and 
actually kicked in the eye. He said t h a t the medical officer refused to assist him 
against the N.C.Os. concerned and t h a t he was eventually paraded before the 
Assistant Commandant and charged with a t tempted violence aga ins t a N.C.O. 
and, after the evidence had been heard, was punished. The Committee has by 
enquiry found support , other t h a n No. 37, for the fact t h a t he made the allegations 
at once and t h a t his head and face bore marks of violence. 

(NOTE.—The demeanour of the above two witnesses very favourably impressed 
the Committee.) 

N o . 8 was a witness with twenty years Army service and four years Prison 
service. H e was on the M.P.S.C. staff from December 1939 to J u n e 1940. He 
said that there was unnecessary shouting and bullying by the Staff, one or two 
or whom were really bullies and used filthy language. He said t ha t a man who 
had fainted was slapped in the face by a Staff Sergeant who, in his opinion, was 
bullying him and not assisting him, although he added " He was t ry ing to bring 
him round." H e mentioned another case where a man who had fainted was 
dragged along the corridor to the washhouse by a member of the Staff who p u t his 
head under the t a p . He said t ha t he had protested against this t r ea tmen t to one 
of the senior N.C.Os., but t h a t next day he was t ransferred to another Detention 
Barracks. He made no allegations of i l l- treatment of prisoners there . 



N o . 32 h a d b e e n s e r v i n g a s e n t e n c e i n d e t e n t i o n d u r i n g J a n u a r y 1 9 4 0 .  H said' e

h o h i m s e l f w a s n e v e r p h y s i c a l l y a s s a u l t e d , b u t t h a t o n m a n y o c c a s i o n s h e h a d seen 
m e n k i c k e d b v w a r d e r s a n d t h a t h e h a d a l s o s e e n m e n p u s h e d a b o u t a n d punched 
i n t h e b a c k f o r l a g g i n g o n p a r a d e , a n d t h a t s u c h t h i n g s w e r e d o n e q u i t e openly 
a n d a n y o n e c o u l d s e e t h e m . T h e r e w a s n o i l l - t r e a t m e n t w h e n c o m m i s s i o n e d officers 
w e r e a b o u t ; w h i c h , h o w e v e r , w a s n o t o f t e n . 

( N O T E . - A l l t h e a b o v e c a s e s , N o s . 3 7 , 3 6 , 8 a n d 3 2 , r e l a t e t o t h e s a m e place 
a n d n o n e of t h e m is l a t e r t h a n J u n e 1 9 4 0 . ) 

N o . 13 w a s a c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r w h o h a d s e r v e d t w e n t y - e i g h t d a y s in 
d e t e n t i o n d u r i n g A p r i l - M a y 1 9 4 1 f o r r e f u s i n g t o o b e y o r d e r s . H e s a i d t h a t after 
b e i n g c h a s e d u p s t a i r s b y m e m b e r s of t h e S t a f f , a n o t h e r m e m b e r of t h e S ta l l ' opened 
a cefl d o o r a n d t h e w i t n e s s , n o t k n o w i n g w h a t h e w a s e x p e c t e d t o d o , s t ood still. 
H o w a s t h e n p u s h e d v i o l e n t l y i n t o t h e c e l l , b u t d i d n o t a c t u a l l y t a l l . H e said he 
w a r n e d t h e N . C . O . t h a t h e w o u l d r e p o r t h i m if h e b r o k e K i n g \ s R e g u l a t i o n s , 
a n d t h a t t h e N . C . O . , a f t e r b l u s t e r i n g , b e c a m e r e a s o n a b l e a n d i n t i m a t e d t h a t he 
d i d n o t l i k e t h e s o r t of w o r k h e h a d t o d o . T h e w i t n e s s s a i d t h a t w a s t h e only 
i n s t a n c e of p h y s i c a l v i o l e n c e h e h a d s e e n o r e x p e r i e n c e d . 

Group II 
(c/. paragraph 4 7 of Rej^ort.) 

N o . 9 w a s a m a n of a v e r y n e u r o t i c t y p e . H e h a d s u b m i t t e d a s ta tement 
c o v e r i n g s e v e n v e r y c l o s e l y t y p e d f o o l s c a p s h e e t s . H e h a d b e e n i n d e t e n t i o n for 
f o u r w e e k s i n A u g u s t a n d S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 1 . T h e C o m m i t t e e t h o u g h t t h a t his 
s t a t e m e n t s b o r e s u c h o b v i o u s m a r k s of e x a g g e r a t i o n t h a t , h e w a s q u i t e unreliable. 
H e s a i d t h a t i n t h e A r m y h e h a d b e e n o r i g i n a l l y p o s t e d t o W . T . ( w i r e l e s s telephony) 
a n d so w a s e x e m p t f r o m g u a r d . H e h a d v o l u n t e e r e d f o r I n t e l l i g e n c e , b u t as he had 
C o m m u n i s t i c v i e w s w a s n o t a c c e p t e d , s o h e a b s e n t e d h i m s e l f a n d p r o c u r e d a false 
i d e n t i t y c a r d i n o r d e r t o i n d u l g e in p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s f o r a t i m e b e f o r e rejoining'. 
A f t e r b e i n g a r r e s t e d a n d d o i n g a t e r m in C a r d i f f P r i s o n h e w a s r e t u r n e d to the 
A r m y . H e w a s p u t a g a i n o n t o W . T . , b u t w a s l a t e r r e m o v e d f r o m t h i s work ami 
o r d e r e d t o g o o n g u a r d . H e r e f u s e d a n d w a s s e n t t o D e t e n t i o n . H e s a i d , amongst 
o t h e r t h i n g s , t h a t m e n w e r e f r e q u e n t l y t r i p p e d u p by t h e s e r g e a n t s w h e n running 
a t fu l l s p e e d . O n b e i n g a s k e d if t h e y d i d n o t i n j u r e t h e m s e l v e s , h e s a i d ho did not 
t h i n k h e h a d e v e r s e e n o n e f a l l d o w n . O n e of h i s s t o r i e s w a s t o t h i s effect , t ha t a 
s q u a d of f i f ty m e n w e r e m a d e t o d o h a r d P . T . ( p h y s i c a l t r a i n i n g ) f o r near ly two 
h o u r s w i t h o u t a b r e a k c u l m i n a t i n g w i t h m a r c h i n g a n d c o u n t e r m a r c h i n g in the 
" k n e e s b e n d " , p o s i t i o n ( t h e a t t i t u d e s o m e t i m e . ' : a s s u m e d b y R u s s i a n dancers). 
H a l f t h e s q u a d fel l o u t . T h o s e w h o d i d s o , i n c l u d i n g m e n of o v e r f i f ty , were then 
o r d e r e d t o d o f i f ty " p r e s s - u p s " f r o m t h e f loo r . W h e n t h e y r e p o r t e d h a v i n g done 
t h a t , t h e i n s t r u c t o r s a i d " G o o n , d o s o m e m o r e , 1 c a n n o t c o u n t s o wel l as yon," 
a n d t h a t i n t h e e n d m e n w e r e l y i n g a l l o v e r t h e p l a c e b e i n g k i c k e d a n d buffeted by 
N . C . O s . H e e n d e d u p b y s a y i n g t h a t h e h a d l a t e r i n t e r v i e w e d a n officer who is 
n o w t h e C o m m a n d a n t of w h a t t h e C o m m i t t e e t h o u g h t o n t h e w h o l e w a s t he best 
of a l l t h e m i l i t a r y d e t e n t i o n b a r r a c k s a n d w h o is o b v i o u s l y a c o u r t e o u s a n d pa t ien t 
g e n t l e m a n . W h e n a s k e d if h e h a d m e n t i o n e d h i s m a t t e r s of c o m p l a i n t t o this 

officer , h e s a i d " I u n f o r t u n a t e l y d i d n o t . " I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e v o l u m i n o u s writ ten 

s t a t e m e n t w h i c h h e h a d p r e s e n t e d t o t h e C o m m i t t e e h a d b e e n c o m p o s e d by h im in 

1 9 4 1 w i t h a v i e w t o p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e P r e s s . T h e P r e s s h a d d e c l i n e d t o publish 

i t . T h e C o m m i t t e e a r e n o t s u r p r i s e d . 


N o . 4 w a s a m a n w h o h a d b e e n in d e t e n t i o n b e t w e e n J a n u a r y a n d A u g u s t 1941. 
H e s a i d t h a t h e h a d s e e n a C a n a d i a n c a r r i e d f a c e d o w n w a r d s b y f o u r of t he Staff, 
o n e h o l d i n g e a c h l i m b ; t h a t a S t a f f S e r g e a n t P . w a s k i c k i n g t h e C a n a d i a n in the 
f a c e — " H e w a s h o l d i n g t h e C a n a d i a n s l e f t h a n d ; I r e m e m b e r t h a t v i v i d l y " ; 
t h a t a n o t h e r S t a f f S e r g e a n t C . w a s i n t h e m e a n t i m e h i t t i n g t h e C a n a d i a n in the 
f a c e w i t h h i s f i s t ; t h a t i t w a s d a y l i g h t a n d h e w a s in a r o o m t h a t w a s less than 
t w o y a r d s a w a y w h e n h e s a w t h e m a n b e i n g c a r r i e d ; t h a t h e s a w h i m c a r r i e d about 
f i f t e e n y a r d s , b u t h e d i d n o t s e e a n y b l o o d o n t h e m a n ' s f a c e o r on t h e floor. In 
h i s w r i t t e n s t a t e m e n t t o t h e C o m m i t t e e h e h a d c l e a r l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e man who 
w a s k i c k i n g t h e C a n a d i a n w a s n o t o n e of t h o s e w h o w e r e c a r r y i n g h i m . Fur the r ­
m o r e , t h e C o m m i t t e e d i d n o t b e l i e v e t h a t a n y m a n w o u l d b e s t r i k i n g in t h e face 
w i t h h i s f i s t s a m a n w h o s e f a c e m u s t h a v e b e e n q u i t e n e a r t h e g r o u n d , nor, if he 
w a s b e i n g k i c k e d in t h e f a c e o n o n e s i d e a n d h i t in t h e f a c e o n t h e o t h e r , t h a t there 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n n o b l o o d o n h i s f a c e o r o n t h e g r o u n d . T h e C o m m i t t e e came to 
t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h i s s t o r y w a s f a l s e a n d t h e y t h e r e f o r e n e e d n o t f u r t h e r examine 
a s e c o n d s t o r y w h i c h t h i s w i t n e s s to lc l w h i c h a l s o v a r i e d f r o m t h e s t o r y he had 
w r i t t e n i n h i s s t a t e m e n t . 



No. 10 was a man who had been a professional boxer in civilian life some years 
.  He had been in detention in 1940 and again in 1941. H e had eventually e 0

fgea discharged from the Army suffering from psychoneurosis. Hav ing regard to 
u;  obviously neurotic condition and general demeanour, the Committee considered s

he was quite unreliable. In this case also his story in one par t icular ent i rely 
departed from the wr i t ten s ta tement with which he had supplied the Committee. 

Mo. 18 vvas a man who had at one t ime been in the Mil i tary Provost Staff Corps 
l had served on the staff in a mil i tary detention barracks . H e said t h a t on 

one occasion a number of men acting together had escaped a t 2 A . M . , and several 
l K  

- e caught by the Staff in the act of going over the wire : — H  e r  

" These men were taken into a small t en t set aside, and handcuffed t o the 
pole and beaten up in this tent . 

Q. Taken into the t e n t ? — A . Yes, My Lord. 
* -X- * * * 

Q, Were yon in the t e n t or did you look i n ? — A . I looked i n . " 
* -X- * * * 

He proceeded to say t h a t the R.S.M. witnessed the beat ing u p though he took no 
part in it. 

" Q. Was he in the t e n t ? — A . Yes, but I did no t see him s t r ike . " 
He later said t h a t the men made a cer tain amount of resistance to the beat ing up . 
On being asked how they managed t ha t , if they were handcuffed to the t e n t pole, 
he changed his whole story and said t h a t there was no beat ing up in t h e t e n t 
at all and tha t the beating up took place between the wire where they were 
originally caught and the t en t to which they were taken , and t h a t t he 
handcuffing was to prevent them escaping again. The above detail has been 
given because this man ' s demeanour was ra ther impressive. The Committee, 
however, being aware t ha t a man who is telling the t r u t h speaks from 
his recollection and not from his imagination, recognise t h a t whilst he may be 
mistaken in his recollection he.wil l always make the same mistake and not tell 
two utterly contradictory stories within a minute or two. They conclude t h a t th is 
story is false. They do not therefore th ink it useful to discuss any of the other 
statements he made. 

No. 19 was a young man of twenty-one who had served a t e rm of detention in 
December 1940. His wri t ten s ta tement to the Committee, which was couched in 
very exaggerated language, did not allege any specific act of violence. He himself 
had a most una t t r ac t ive demeanour. After having made to the Committee 
allegations about the insults and obscene language used by the Staff, he was asked 
if he had any other complaint . He then complained of the food. Again asked 
tor further complaints, he complained t h a t the water was cold and no proper t ime 
given to wash. Again asked if he had any fur ther complaint, he said his room was 
damp and over-crowded and, on the same question being p u t to him again , he 
paused for a considerable t ime. He was then asked di rect ly : " D i d you see or 
experience any act of physical v io l ence?" and he said " Y e s , I both saw i t and 
experienced i t . " He then made two allegations of very trifling violence which the 
Committee did not believe. H e ended up as follows: "  1 think Hi t ler would find 
some enthusiastic supporters in the detent ion camps and I shudder a t the t hough t 
that I am wearing the same uniform as they wear . " 

No. 26—this man had been in detent ion for twenty-four days in J a n u a r y 1943. 
He had declined to supply the Committee with a wri t ten s ta tement , but h a d said 
that he wished to address them for an hour. He was indeed a very loquacious 
person. H e made some exceedingly vague and general allegations of " pushing 
around,'' kicking, and abuse, all done quite openly for everybody to see. The 
Committee who had visited the detent ion barracks in question not very long after­
wards and scon the regime there did not believe this witness. 

N o . 1 7 - t h i s man had been in detent ion in November 1941. He sa id : 1 once 
tried to complain of the food. I was told I was lucky to get it. I then asked to 
see the Commandant , bu t did not see him. Two of the Staff came to my room, 
got mo outside and hi t me . " In answer to questions he said t h a t he was h i t on 
the back with the flat of the i r hands and t h a t it did h u r t . I t was pointed out to 
him that he had not mentioned t h a t or anything about i t in his wri t ten s t a tement 
to the Committee. H e replied t ha t he had said it in a s t a tement he had made to 
" newspaper and this s ta tement was la te r obtained by the Committee. The relevant 



p a r t is this . After making no reference whatever to his complaint about the food, 
the s tatement runs : —­

" I, s tanding in my barrack room, happened to speak a t the wrong moment. 
I was taken outside and beaten (not with fists and away from any witness)." 

The Committee did not believe him. 
N o . 33—this man had been in detention in February 1943. After making various 

uncomplimentary references to the regime of the detent ion barracks, which did not 
however, include allegations of violence, he said t ha t a soldier, after reporting 
sick and being given no t r ea tmen t by the M.O., died in his dormitory of diphtheria" 
The most serious pa r t of this allegation, of course, would be the leaving of a niaii 
in such an infectious condition to die among his comrades. The Committee are 
informed from the Records t h a t on the day this man reported sick he was removed 
to the Camp Medical Reception Stat ion and some days later to a hospital, where 
he died of d iphther ia . The Committee regard this as a s t r ik ing example of 
mendacity. 

N o . 39—this man had been in detention in October-December 1941. He saic 
t ha t "bu l ly ing and p u n c h i n g " of detainees was general—happened every dai 
innumerable t imes. Every soldier under sentence must have known it. Officers 
did not stay long on parade—the knocking about never took place in front of 
them. Before leaving the Army he was sentenced by court-mart ial to 146 days 
for falsification of accounts. H e did not plead guilty, bu t gave evidence on oath 
and was disbelieved. The Committee thought his account obviously very greatly 
exaggerated and considered him quite unreliable as a witness. 

N o . 16 — t h e Committee desire to call par t icular a t tent ion to the evidence put 
forward by this witness, as it seems to them to present a s t r iking example of the 
manner in which the public has been misled regarding the conditions in Detention 
Barracks. The witness submitted a signed s tatement which included the name 
and the unit of a man alleged to have Been subjected to gross ill-treatment. The 
relevant p a r t of the s ta tement omit t ing names is as follows: — 

" There was one soldier in t ha t room 1 knew in civilian life and he was n 
decent fellow, clean and everything. Well they gave us three minutes in the bath 
every Fr iday afternoon and he d idn ' t get the proper bath he should have had 
and he was found to be dir ty about the knees and feet so the Staff Sergeant 
took him out and scrubbed him with a hard scrubbing brush which peeled the 
skin from his body and he was screaming in agony when he was brought back 
to the room, and the next day he felt ill and told the men in the room he was 
afraid to repor t sick; anyway he went out and did a day's work navvying with 
a pick and shovel and did not look too well, so 1 was pushing the barrow he was 
filling and I saw how ill he was, I reported it to the Staff Sergeant who told 
me to mind my own business or 1 would be clipped over the ear, the following 
day 1 went to see the sick man a t the far end of the room, and he told mo 
he was too ill to get up, so I told t he cleaner to tell the Staff Sergeant, 
who immediately said " H e will have to get u p , " and came in and tipped 
him out of bed on to the cold concrete floor and he lay there for half-an-hour 
helpless, and .1 dare not pick him up or I 'd know about it a t last the Medical 
Officer came and said he had a cold and to leave him in bed for two days and 
put him on a milk diet, and I could see the man had a t empera ture and nothing 
was done by the M.O. or Sergeants to find out what his temperature was, 
and he lay there from Monday to the following Sunday on a milk diet, and 
t h a f s not much to live on, on the Sunday a Vicar came visit ing from 
and without a Sergeant with him. I saw my chance and reported the sick man 
to him immediately, and he found out he had laid there for six days with 
pneumonia and he got out of the room and had him removed to an emergency 
hospital ." 

This s ta tement had previously been published with other mat te r under flaring 
headlines in a newspaper and it must have been read by thousands of people. 

The Committee felt t h a t these terrible a l legat ions 'must be thoroughly investi­
gated. They, therefore, asked the War Office to trace the man said to have been 
the subject of this abominable ill-usage, and he was found to be in detention again. 
The Committee obtained from him a s ta tement regarding the treatment he bad 
received at the Detention Barracks named during his sentence there, the exact 
text of which (with the omission of names is as follows : — 

" O n the 16th May, 1942, whilst I was serving a sentence of 156 days 
detention, I was with four other S.U.S. a t the baths. When we had finished the 



other men went and left me behind as i t was t ea t ime. The N.C.O. in charge 
called me back and asked me why the place was left in a dir ty condition. I 
told him t h a t the other men had gone first and left me to clear up the mess. 
He then ordered me to clean tip t he place and told me to hur ry u p as it was 
tea t ime so 1 did not finish but went into tea . After tea the N.C.O. whose 
name I th ink was sent for me and told me to finish cleaning up . 
While I was doing this he threw four buckets of water over me. I was sent 
back to my room where I changed my clothes and intended repor t ing the mat te r 
to the Commandant on the Monday as the incident occurred on the Sa tu rday . 

" Dur ing the night I was taken ill and at lunch t ime on the Sunday the M.O. 
visited me. I was sick in room unti l the Thursday when I was t aken to 

Hospi ta l . I went to —-— Convalescent Hospi ta l on t h e 26th J u n e 
and re tu rned to my un i t on the 10th Ju ly . 

" Apa r t from the above incident I was t rea ted qtiite fairly and I have no 
complaint to make. 

" I hereby declare t h a t the above s ta tement is t rue in every detai l and t h a t 
the dates are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief." 
The Committee examined witness No. 16 in London; the following are extracts 

from the t r ansc r ip t of evidence : -— 
Q. Now this incident which you describe—I will jus t read to you what you 

said about this man who was found to be d i r ty about the knees and feet— 
" . . . . so the Staff Sergeant took him out and scrubbed him with a hard 
scrubbing brush which peeled the skin from his body and he was screaming 
in agony when he was brought back to the room." Is t h a t li terally t rue or is 
tha t exaggera ted?—A. I t is a l i t t le exaggerated but not much; he came back 
into the room. 

(). Wai t a minute . " The description of the man who was scrubbed is a 
little exaggera ted . " Now, before you go on. would you mind indica t ing in 
what way?—-.4. He was not actually screaming, Sir. 

Q. " H e did not actually s c r e a m ? " — A . While he was in the ablutions 
being scrubbed we heard him screaming there, bu t when he came back into the 
room he was in tears . 

Q. I t is not an exaggeration to say lie was screaming in agony-—you mean 
he was not screaming when he was brought back into the room?—A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Screaming came from the ba throom?—A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. Did 3'ou see t h a t the skin had been peeled off his back?—A. Yes, Sir. 
Q. You actually saw i t ? — A . I did not actually see i t ; he was in bed very ill 

he could not get up afterwards. 
* * * * * 

Q. You do not th ink you have exaggerated it at a l l?—A. No, Sir . 
The Committee then sent for the man alleged to have been il l-treated and he 

was brought to London under escort and appeared before them in pr iva te . He 
was cross-examined regarding his s ta tement reproduced above and the following 
are extracts from the verbatim repor t of this examina t ion : — 

Q. Do you remember being ill when you were in — ?—A. Yes, Sir. 
Q. Have you any complaints t o make about your medical t r e a tmen t dur ing 

all t h a t t ime?—A. No, Sir. 
Q. You do unders tand t h a t you are perfectly free to ta lk to us here, do 

you no t?—A. Yes, Sir. 
Q. You can say just what you like and you need not be afraid. No one 

will ever know you have said it . I am not encouraging you to say any th ing t h a t 
is hot t rue , bu t you can tell us the t r u t h without hesitation. You will do tha t , 
will you n o t ? — A . Yes, Sir. 

Q. You are not afraid?—-.4. No, Sir. 
Q. You say " I have no complaint against my medical t r e a t m e n t . " Do 

you think, for instance, t ha t the Medical Officer neglected you while you were 
lying in bed in your room or did he look after you well?—.4. H e visited me 
every morning, Sir. 

Q. Did he appear to take an interest in your condition?—.4. Y"es, he gave 
me good examinat ions every morning. 

* * * * * 
Q. J u s t give us your own account of what happened on the Sa tu rday 

evening. Is it just as you have wr i t ten it down in your s t a t emen t?—A. J u s t 
as I have mentioned it. 



Q. Are YOU quite sure t h a t the only complaint the Staff made to you in 
the ablut ion room was t h a t you had not finished the task ; the other men had 
gone and he accused you of leaving the place d i r ty?—A. Tha t is correct, Sir. 

Q. Did he not say anything about your being di r ty yourself in your own" 
person?—A. No, Sir. 

Q. And did he not make any a t tempt a t all to wash you-himself, scrub you, 
or any th ing like t h a t ? — A . No, Sir. 

Q. Noth ing like t h a t ever happened?—A. No, Sir. 
* * * * * 

Q. Would it be t rue to say t h a t the very morning you were ill the Sergeant 
came and t ipped YOU out of bed on to the cold concrete floor and left you lying 
there for half-an-hour?—A. I beg your pardon, Sir 

Q You remember t h a t first morning you were ill, would i t be t rue to say 
tha t t h a t morning the Sergeant came and t ipped you out of your bed and 
made you lie on the cold concrete floor for half-an-hour?—A. No, Sir. He did 
not le t me lie on the cold floor. 

Q. Tha t is not t rue a t a l l?—A. No, Sir . 

The Committee have thought it necessary to go into these details regarding the 
evidence of witness No. 16 because the incidents which he alleges have received a 
-wide publicitv. The Committee could not conceive cf the man denying such ill­
t r ea tmen t if it had happened, and came to the conclusion t h a t No. 16 had been 
utterly un t ru th fu l . . ^ . 

The Committee do not suggest t h a t it was anyth ing but highly improper for a 
Staff Sergeant to throw water over a soldier under his charge, if this did in fact take 
place The man, however, did not suggest t h a t t he wet t ing caused his illness and 
medically it is unlikely t h a t it did, though the possibility cannot be excluded. The 
point to' which the Committee wish to draw a t ten t ion is the way in which this 
incident, if it did occur, has formed the precarious foundation on which has been 
built a Sensational story of savage and calculated brutal i ty such as must hare 
shocked and horrified everyone who read it. 

GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS 
M P . and D.B.
N .D .O . ... ...
M .P .S .C ...
C;.TJ.S. ...
C,0. ... ...
M.O. ... ...

 ...
 .-­

 ...
 ­-

 Military Pr ison and Detention
 Naval Detent ion Quarters . 

 Military Provost Staff Corps. 
 Soldier under sentence. 
 Commanding Officer. 

 Medical Officer. 

 Barracks. 

R . S . M .
N.C.O.

 ...
 ...

 . . . Regimental Sergeant-major. 
 Non-commissioned Officer. 

P .O .
P . D . 1.

 . . '
 ...

 ...
 .­-

 Pe t ty Officer. 
 Punishment Diet No. 1. 

V.D. ... Venereal Disease. 
P*T ... ... Physical Tra in ing . 
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ANNEX I I 

( A p p e n d i x A o f t h e R e p o r t a s s u b m i t t e d ) 

COMPLAINTS HEARD AT M . P . AND D , B . AND N . D . Q . 
c . f . PARA. 1 9 . 

N o . 1 

F i f t h , t i m e i n d e t e n t i o n f o r a b s e n c e , i m p u d e n c e a n d 
d i s o b e y i n g o r d e r s . C o m p l a i n e d of b e i n g j e e r e d a t by t h e 
S t a f f f o r e f f e m i n a c y . A l w a y s i n t r o u b l e i n d e t e n t i o n 
camps ; c a n ' t do a n y t h i n g r i g h t . N o - o n e w i l l h e l p h i m , 
n o t e v e n t h e M.O. Was p u n i s h e d o n c e f o r h a v i n g c i g a r ­
e t t e s i n h i s o v e r c o a t a n d i t w a s n ' t h i s o v e r c o a t t h a t t h e y 
wero f o u n d i n . F e e l s weak a n d h a s l o s t w e i g h t . 

(NOTE: B e c a u s e of t h i s l a s t s t a t e m e n t t h e C o m m i t t e e h a d 
him w e i g h e d and he was f o u n d t o b e a f e w p o u n d s h e a v i e r 
t h a n when ho was a d m i t t e d . E n q u i r i e s a b o u t t h e c i g a r e t t e 
e p i s o d e e l i c i t e d t h a t t h e c o a t c o n c e r n e d was o p p o s i t e h i s 
b e d , t h a t i t f i t t e d him ( a n e x c e p t i o n a l l y t a l l m a n ) , a n d 
wou ld n o t have f i t t e d t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g o c c u p a n t s of t h e 
room, a n d t h a t e v e r y o t h e r man i n t h e room h a d h i s own 
o v e r c o a t . ) 

N o . 2 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d t h a t he s u f f e r e d 
f rom h y d r o c e l e and was n o t t r e a t e d b u t was m a r k e d " F i t 
f o r d u t y " a n d t o be t a k e n o f f w o r k i n g p a r t i e s . He h a d 
r e f u s e d t h e t r e a t m e n t ( t a p p i n g ) w h i c h t h e M.O. h a d r e c o m m e n d - ! 
e d b e c a u s e t h e h y d r o c e l e had b e e n t a p p e d p r e v i o u s l y e l s e ­
where a n d h a d r e c u r r e d . 

(NOTE: The 'M.0 . h a d t a k e n h i m o f f w o r k i n g p a r t i e s a n d i s 
w a t c h i n g t h i s d i s a b i l i t y w i t h a v i e w t o d e c i d i n g w h e t h e r 
i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o s e n d t h e man i n t o h o s p i t a l f o r o p e r a t i o n . 
The man a l s o c o m p l a i n e d of U r e t h r i t i s a n d B a l a n i t i s . T h e r e 
was no e v i d e n c e of e i t h e r of t h e s e two c o n d i t i o n s . ) 

N o . 3 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d a b o u t t h e m o n o t o n y 
of t h e f o o d a n d t h e a p p a r e n t d i r t i n e s s o f t h e t i n s i n 
w h i c h i t was s e r v e d . Had j u s t f i n i s h e d a n e i g h t m o n t h s ' 
s e n t e n c e i n W a n d s w o r t h P r i s o n w h e r e t h e f o o d was b e t t e r . 

(NOTE: Many of t h e t i n s w h i c h w e r e i n s p e c t e d by t h e 
C o m m i t t e e a t t h i s p l a c e h a d become r u s t y o w i n g t o t h e 
t i n n i n g w e a r i n g o f f . T h i s m a t t e r i s d e a l t w i t h i n 
p a r a . 40 of t h e R e p o r t . ) 

No.. 4 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d , " r i c e t a s t e s l i k e 
s t a r c h , c o c o a d o e s n o t t a s t e l i k e c o c o a , t i n s a r e n o t 
c l e a n e n o u g h " ( S e e N o . 3 ) * D i d n ' t l i k e c o m p l a i n i n g b e c a u s e 
a t a n o t h e r p l a c e of d e t e n t i o n a man who c o m p l a i n e d was 
n e v e r g i v e n airy r e s t a f t e r w a r d s . He was n o t a s s a u l t e d 
b u t " k e p t on t h e l i n e s " t h e w h o l e t i m e . Had d o n e two 
d e t e n t i o n s a t a n o t h e r p l a c e , a n d t h o u g h t t h e t r e a t m e n t was 
p r e t t y g o o d . The l a s t t i m e when he was on h i s way o u t 



f r o m t h e r e he saw a s e r j j e a n t p u s h a m a r i n e who w a s a l s o i n 
d e t e n t i o n a n d t h a t when h e a n d t h e m a r i n e s t a r t e d t o " t a k e 
t h e m a t t e r u p " a n o t h e r of t h e S t a f f i n t e r v e n e d a n d q u i e t ­
e n e d t h i n g s down. A p a r t f r o m t h i s he h a d n o t a t ' any p l a c e 
of d e t e n t i o n s e e n a n y v i o l e n c e of any k i n d o The C O . was 
a v e r y e x p e r i e n c e d and humane man . 

N o , 5 

C o m p l a i n e d : s u f f e r s f rom h e a d a c h e s a s t h e r e s u l t of 
c o n c u s s i o n t e n y e a r s a g o . When he c o m p l a i n s t o t h e M.O. 
he s a y s " B u z z o f f " . He c a n ' t do t h e w o r k p r o p e r l y b u t 
t h e N . G , 0 ' s a r e r e a s o n a b l e a b o u t t h i n g s he c a n ' t d o 0 

(NOTS: T h i s man i s m e n t a l l y b e l o w s t a n d a r d . T h e r e h a s 
b e e n no m e d i c a l n e g l i g e n c e . ) 

N o , 6 

Had v o m i t e d on p a r a d e . The f i r s t t i m e t h e M.O. 
d i d n ' t e x a m i n e him b e c a u s e he s a i d " h i s X - r a y s h e e t s w e r e 
a l l r i g h t u  The s e c o n d t i m e N . C . O . t o o k h im t o t h e M . C 0

who e x a m i n e d him a n d g a v e h im m e d i c i n e 0 The t h i r d t i m e 
ho r e p o r t e d s i c k a n d was g i v o n m e * d i c i n e 0 "My c o m p l a i n t i s 
t h a t I am n o t f i t f o r t h e S q u a r e I want t o j o i n t h e 
M e r c h a n t N a v y " . 

N o . 7 

C o m p l a i n e d t h a t he was g i v e n t h r e e d a y s P ^ D J . 3 ' a n d 
l o s t m a r k s o n t h e c h a r g e of t r y i n g t o e s c a p e . He p r o ­
c e e d e d ; " I r a n o f f p a r a d e o p e n l y ; i t was my n e r v e s  I 
was so a n g r y a t b e i n g s e n t h e r e u n j u s t l y t h a t I t r i e d

s

 t o 
e s c a p e " . 

N o . . 8 

A t y p e v e r y s i m i l a r t o N o . 1* Had b e e n i n d e t e n t i o n 
b e f o r e , S a i d , " W h a t e v e r I do I g e t i n t o t r o u b l e , , I 
d o n ' t do t h i n g s r i g h t . When I go t o t h e M.O. he s a y s 
' n o t h i n g i s t h e m a t t e r ' . I a s k e d t o s e e a s p e c i a l i s t a n d 
was a l l o w e d t o s e e o n e . I r e p o r t s i c k once o r t w i c e a 
week"o 

(NOTE: He h a d b e e n s e e n by a p s y c h i a t r i s t who h a d r e p o r t e d 
t h a t he w o u l d n e v e r be f i t f o r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e : he h a s 
p r e s u m a b l y by t h i s t i m e b e e n t r a n s f e r r e d t o s o m e t h i n g e l s e . ) 

N o . 9 

Two p r e v i o u s p e r i o d s of d e t e n t i o n  C o m p l a i n e d of e

i n s u f f i c i e n t t i m e f o r w a s h i n g i n t h e m o r n i n g o D o e s n ' t 
nl i k e t h e f o o d n o r t h e way i t i s s e r v e d o I t ' s w o r s e 

t h a n i n a c i v i l p r i s o n " . 

N o . 1 0 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e and h a d a l s o done e i g h t e e n m o n t h s 
i n a c i v i l p r i s o n f o r s t e a l i n g , s o h a d b e e n away f r o m t h e 
Array f o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e . C o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h r e e w e e k s 
a g o h e was " p u t i n f o r d r a f t " ( a c t i v e s e r v i c e ) a n d t h e n 

a P u n i s h m e n t D i e t N o . 1 - b r e a d a n d w a t e r . 



t a k e n o f f a g a i n " f o r no r e a s o n s t a t e d " . 

(NOTE: The C o m m i t t e e e n q u i r e d a b o u t t h i s a n d w e r e t o l d 
t h a t t h e r e a s o n f o r h i s b e i n g t a k e n o f f t h e d r a f t was- t h a t 
he was i n s u f f i c i e n t l y t r a i n e d f o r a c t i v e s e r v i c e . " 

N o . 1 1 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d t h a t he h a d b a d 
f e e t a n d v a r i c o s e v e i n s a n d c o u l d n ' t do much on t h e S q u a r e . 
Had b e e n c h e c k e d f o r b e i n g l a z y a n d t h r e a t e n e d w i t h b e i n g 
p u t on r e p o r t . Had c o m p l a i n e d t o t h e M.O. t h i s m o r n i n g 
b u t h a d n o t b e e n g i v e n t r e a t m e n t n o r e x c u s e d a n y d u t i e s - , 
He a l s o c o m p l a i n e d of t h e w a s h i n g c o n d i t i o n s ^ 

(NOTE:  H G h a s v e r y s l i g h t v a r i c o s e v e i n s i n t h e l e f t 
l e g s w h i c h do n o t amount t o a d i s a b i l i t y . ) 

N o . 12 

A p p e a r e d ' b e f o r e t h e G o m m i t t o e p a r t l y u n d r e s s e d o S a i d h e 
was a C o n s c x e n t i o u s O b j e c t o r and. had b e e n e x e m p t e d . He 
h a d l a t e r j o i n e d t h e G u a r d s h a v i n g r e c o n s i d e r e d h i s 
d e c i s i o n t o be a C o n s c i e n t i o u s O b j e c t o r . A f t e r s i x weeks 
t r a i n i n g he came t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t he v/as a 
C o n s c i e n t i o u s O b j e c t o r a f t e r a l l and had r e f u s e d d u t y . 
He f u r t h e r c o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h e f o o d v/as p o o r , b l a n k e t s 
f i l t h y a n d t h e h y g i e n e v/as b a d ; n o t e n o u g h t i m e f o r w a s h ­
i n g a n d n o t s u f f i c i e n t a c c e s s t o l a t r i n e s . 

N o . 13 

S i x t h t i m e i n d e t e n t i o n . H a d b e e n p u n i s h e d f o r 
c r i m e s w h i c h t h e S t a f f " p r a c t i c a l l y f o r c e d , me t o c o m m i t " . 
He named two N * C . O s . Had s e e n t h e S t a f f t h r e a t e n men b u t 
n e v e r s e e n a n y o n e s t r u c k o The d i s c i p l i n e h e r e ( P o r t 
D a r l a n d ) i s s t r i c t e r a n d t h e v/ork i s h a r d e r t h a n i t was 
l a s t J a n u a r y ( b e f o r e t h e C l a y t o n c a s e ) , 

(NOTE: An u n r e l i a b l e man of t h e r e c i d i v i s t t y p e . ) 

N o , 1 4 

I n d e t e n t i o n s i x t i m e s . C o m p l a i n e d a b o u t t h e f o o d ­
" I w o u l d g e t b e t t e r i n t h e s w i l l b i n a t h o m e . - I t i s 
s e r v e d d i r t y " . He a l s o o b j e c t e d t o t h e s a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s 
a t n i g h t . " D u r i n g t h e l a s t f i v e m o n t h s ( i . e . a f t e r t h e 
C l a y t o n e a s e ) , t h e t r e a t m e n t by t h e S t a f f h a s b e e n b e t t e r " . 
( T h i s was a l s o P o r t D a r l a n d ) . 

N o , 15 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d , "They w o n ' t g i v e 
me a f r e s h r a z o r b l a d e a n d I c a n ' t s h a v e p r o p e r l y . T h e y 
h a v e s t a m p e d my c a r d t h a t I h a d - a b l a d e when I h a d n ' t . 
We a r e n o t g i v e n e n o u g h s o a p " , 

(NOTE: He was e x c e l l e n t l y s h a v e d ) . 

N o . I S 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e , i n 1 9 4 1 . C o m p l a i n e d : N o t 
e n o u g h t i m e o r w a t e r f o r w a s h i n g i n t h e m o r n i n g . F u r t h e r 
c o m p l a i n e d t h a t p o t a t o e s w e r e n o t w a s h e d b e f o r e s t e a m i n g 



and w e r e m i x e d w i t h o t h e r v e g e t a b l e s , , " T h i s p l a c e i s 
b e t t o r now, , t h e r o i s n o p u s h i n g a round , by t h e S t a f f a s t h e r e 
u s e d t o b e " , ( T h i s was F o r t D a r l a n d , c , f . N o s . 13 a n d 1 4 ) . 
He a l s o c o m p l a i n e d of t h e d i f f i c u l t y of g e t t i n g r a z o r 
b l a d e s o 

H o , 17 

F i r s t d e t e n t i o n , . C o m p l a i n e d : N o t e n o u g h w a t e r i n 
t h o m o r n i n g a n d t h a t i t '  s t u r n e d o f f t o e s o o n 0 C o m p l a i n e d 
a l s o t h a t t h e p o t a t o e s w e r e m i x e d w i t h r i c e a n d h a d no 
f l a v o u r , , F o u n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o s e e t h e C O . t o g e t 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e l e a v e . 

(NOTE: The C o m m i t t e e v/ere s a t i s f i e d t h e r e was no s u b ­
s t a n c e i n h i s l a s t , c o m p l a i n t , ) 

N o o 18 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d ; B r o k e h i s l o g 
on a s s a u l t c o u r s e a n d was s e n t t o h o s p i t a l a g a i n s t h i s 
w i s h ; i n t h i s way l o s t h i s r e m i s s i o n and on r e t u r n was 
p u t t o s l e e p a g a i n o n b o a r d s . T h i s was a N . D . Q . H a d 
b e e n e x c u s e d P c T . 

(NOTE: The C o m m i t t e e s a t i s f i e d t h e m s e l v e s t h a t h i s 
t i m e a t t h e h o s p i t a l c o u n t o d a s p a r t of h i s s e n t e n c e . ) 

N o . 19 

I n d e t o n t i o n t w i c e b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d : S u f f e r s 
f r o m r h e u m a t i s m i n b o t h h a n d s . A s k e d Ivl.0. f o r t r e a t m e n t , . 
M.O. s a i d he had n o t g o t r h e u m a t i s m b u t g a v e h im m e d i c i n e . 

(NOTE: T h i s man s t a t e d t h a t h i s r h e u m a t i s m commenced 
f o u r t e e n m o n t h s a g o . N e v e r s e v e r e e n o u g h t o go t o 
h o s p i t a l . T h e r e was n o t h i n g a b n o r m a l t o bo s e e n i n h i s 
h a n d s . ) 

N o . 20 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d of h a v i n g t o s l e e p 
o n b o a r d s ( t h i s wa-s a N . D . Q . ) a n d n o t s u f f i c i e n t o p p o r t u n ­
i t i e s t o washo , f , ou r  o ' c l o c k i n t h o a f t e r n o o n i s t h e l a s t 
t i m e we g e t f o o d " . T h e n , i n a n s w e r t o a q u e s t i o n , "We 
g e t a p i e c e o f b r e a d a t s e v e n . We a r e n o t a l l o w e d t o go 
t o t h e l a t r i n e s a f t e r f o u r  o ' c l o c k o " He a s k e d p e r m i s s i o n 
l a s t S u n d a y a n d was n o t a l l o w e d o " I d o n ; t know t h e name 
o f t h e o f f i c e r who r e f u s e d me a n d I s h o u l d n o t r e c o g n i s e 
h im i f I saw h i m . " 

N o . 2 1 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . J u s t f i n i s h i n g a two y e a r s ' 
s e n t e n c e , m o s t of w h i c h was s e r v e d a t a n o t h e r p l a c e 0 

D o e s n ' t f e e l a s f i t a s when he s t a r t e d - . " I o b j e c t t o h a v i n g 
t o come t o a t t e n t i o n f o r a P e t t y O f f i c e r a n d t o c a l l i n g 
h im " S i r " when he i s on t h e l o w e r d e c k l i k e m e  The e

f o o d i s n o t e n o u g h f o r t h e work we d o " . Had r e p o r t e d t o 
t h e M.O. on a r r i v a l t h a t h e h a d b e e n on l i g h t d u t y a t t h o 
o t h e r p l a c e . The M.O. h a d s a i d , " C a r r y o n , y o u a r e a l l 
r i g h t " . 

(NOTE: The C o m m i t t e e c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e M . 0  w a s c o r r e c t ) . r



N e v e r i n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e b u t h a d b e e n i n a c i v i l 
p r i s o n . C o m p l a i n e d of h a v i n g no b e d o r b e d d i n g f o r 
f o u r t e e n d a y s . ( T h i s was a N . D . Q . ) " T h a t i s my o n l y 
c o m p l a i n t ; t h e t r e a t m e n t o t h e r w i s e i s f i r s t - c l a s s . " 

N o . 25 

T w i c e i n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d : " I c a n ' t do 
s o much d o u b l i n g " . ( T h i s man i s 21) o " T h e r e i s n o t h i n g 
t h e m a t t e r m e . I d o n ' t l i k e t h e N a v y . The f o o d i s n ' t 
u p t o t h e w o r k . T h a t ' s a l l " . 

N o . 2 4 

I n d e t e n t i o n " a b o u t f o u r t i m e s b e f o r e " 0 S a y s he h a s 
V . D . a n d h a s s o r e p o r t e d t o t h e M.O. "He d i d n o t e x a m i n e 
m e t He saw me s t r i p j j e d a n d s a i d t h e r e was n o t h i n g a m i s s . 
He g a v e me no t r e a t m e n t " . 

(NOTE: We saw him on A u g u s t 2 0 t h a n d t h e r e h a d b e e n n o 
s y m p t o m s s i n c e M a y . ) 

No* 25 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . Had b e e n p u n i s h e d f o r two 
s t r a n d s of r o p e f o u n d on t h e d e c k b e l o w h i s deck , , " I 
h a d n o t p u t t h e m t h e r e b u t t h e y m i g h t h a v e g o t t h e r e by 
a c c i d e n t s 

N o . 26 

T w i c e i n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d t h a t h i s gums 
b l e d a n d he h a d r e p o r t e d t o t h e M.O. f o r d e n t a l t r e a t m e n t 
The M.O. h a d t o l d him t o v / a i t t i l  l h e g o t o u t . Ho f u r t h e r 
c o m p l a i n e d t h a t one of t h e men h a d h a d h i s b r e a k f a s t 
s t o l e n by one of t h e o t h e r s a n d t h e P e t t y O f f i c e r h a d c a l l e d 
t h e m "scum of t h e e a r t h " o He a l s o c o m p l a i n e d o f h a v i n g 
n o b e d d i n g f o r t h e f i r s t f o u r t e e n d a y s a n d i n a b i l i t y t o 
s l e e p a 

(NOTE: T h i s man h a s m o s t e x c e l l e n t t e e t h ; one s m a l l 
p a t c h of r e d n e s s on one gum I n d i c a t e s a s l i g h t d e g r e e .of 
p y o r r h o e a . ) 

N o . 27 

I n d e t e n t i o n b e f o r e . C o m p l a i n e d t h a t h e t o l d t h e 
M.O. t h a t he t h o u g h t he h a d T . B . H i s m o t h e r , s i s t e r a n d 
b r o t h e r h a d a l l d i e d of T . B . b u t he h a d n o t t o l d t h e M.O. 

:t h a t a ' "You c a n 1 1 t e l l h im a n y t h i n g " 0 " I c o m p l a i n e d 
a b o u t a p a i n i n my b a c k and s a i d I h a d c o u g h e d u p b l o o d , . 
He e x a m i n e d me t h r e e t i m e s a n d s a i d t h e r e was n o t h i n g t h e 
m a t t e r . He t o l d me t o k e e p a s p e c i m e n i f I c o u g h e d 
b l o o d a g a i n " . 

(NOTE: No e v i d e n c e of p u l m o n a r y t u b e r c u l o s i s . M.O. w i l l 
k e e p h im u n d e r o b s e r v a t i o n ) . 

N o . 28 

F i r s t t i m e i n d e t e n t i o n s Had d e s e r t e d when he was on 
a d r a f t . C o m p l a i n e d of h a v i n g n o b e d d i n g ( a N . D . Q . ) . S a y s 
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