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- TWgar Sir, C ey, ,
I am writing this letter on beh.a.lf of myself and many nthera
with the same views as myself, who, for naval regulasions, have -
got to stay anonymous. I am a boy, second-glass, in Her Majesty's
Navy, stationed at H.b.S, CGANGES, Shotley, a training schocl for
lads wishing to wmake the Navy their career. I am only fifteen >
and will have to suffer, and suffer is the word, the ‘servioce 4111
the age of twenty-five, ten years, with another five years to do
in the reserve fleet after that. I joined with the view of . _
making a good thing of it, getting on, and be happy in it. - All
‘that was squashed in the first six weeks. Now I hate the semoe
like poison and would do anything in my power to got out of it.
The place is a prisont the officers are pure tyrants and 4he Hod
is better not talked about. I've alwgys wanted to joln the Navy,
so as soon as I could, I did. Till the day I die I shall r'e'gret
that hateful day I went to the recrulting office and signed my
neme to that paper enrsolling me in the Royal Navy for TEN VHOLE
YEARS!  Someone should sue the government for false mk advertilsing,
plastering all the magazines with "iMake the Royal Nayy your 'Gareer.-"'

Why can't they have a trial period for lads like us, to see if
wo like the service, If we don't, let us out, and everyone is
etill happy. Oh! Jjust one other thing - leaves. Do you know that
from September 8th till December 18th I won't see the outside of
the plaoce, not till I'm a boy, first-class. Well I'll tell you
now, sir, if someone doesn't do something about conditions hers,
we, ourselves, will, and I don't think anyone would like that.

Your humble servant on behalf of the 'boys '
. of H.M.3. GANGES,

(This letter was unsigned, but it was later establ:.shed ;i
that the writer was BIAIR, A.K. J. 926380 Boy 2nd Class)
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- comander T D. Galbrai!;h, H.P.
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| | 2 9, Kiﬁgsvddk Closse,
- Sunninghill,
- Ascot.

o ; Octobar 6th, 1954
C. E. Mott-Radolyffe, M.P.
Sir ,' "

Iama w:.dow, and at the moment a perplexed and worried parent.
liy son who is on H,}.S, GANGES tells me about the existing unhappy
conditions among the boys there, and wants to leave. He, previous
to going to GANGES was nearly 2 years on the ARETHUSA. IHis ability
' average, his conduct very goods Before he went to the GANGES he wes
‘quite sincere about his intentions of making his career in the Neavy,
but is now feeling a bit disillusioned by the feeling of discontent
amongst his assooiates.  Where one hoy runs away, one regards him
' as a square peg in a round hole! but when forty boys run away “"What

. A few weeks 1ater the boys in my son's mess were awakened Ly a

. crashing table, after lights out, to find one of their number hanging

- from the beam. (Thia 1no:|.dent leaves ne vm.d of desoription).

- These young boys are not dehnquents, sent to H.}.S. GANGES for
'correotive treining,’ but boys of -good charaoter and intell:.gence, and -
" they should be treated as such. I know strict discipline is ’
‘neoessary where & collegctive body of youths are concerned, but is not
this ocarrying discipline t6 the nonsensicall - wWhen a Petty Officar
‘mekes a division of boys double back and forth through a puddle of
 water till they are soalc:l.ng below the kness, with no means afterwards
. to dry their olothing, or is a drunken Fetty Officer, who sweys and
lurches in ‘the boys! dormitory another part of naval disciplinary
training? I do not expect oy letter to change the system of Naval

o tra:ming, but I do think the facts ‘stated in my letter merit an

enguiry. I ask you, Sir, would you as & parent, be content %o
- leave your son apprent:.ced to these conditions? That is why I write
- to0 you to seek advice on the wmatter, that concerns not only my son,
.. but many many orphans who find themselves without parental agvice and
: synpa'bhy thrust mto the GANGE /1 write
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I wr:l.'her to you :Ln .H.ll ﬁiﬂngm 'l?l'IE.‘l'. | ‘
nu nd:_‘.l.l
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Thﬂ.ﬂklug yﬂuJ
I &m,
Ymrs fBi‘th._ ull;r,

[Eg,d) (E‘:-s) Eliaabuth Cooper,
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Telephone : CENtral 2500. ST. ANDREW'S HOUSE,

EDINBURGH, 1.

7th October, 1953,

Dear Honayne,

In connection with a letter received
by Commander Galbraith avout boys'
service in the Navy about which he may
be writing to Commender Noble lster on,
L should be grateful if you would let me
know whether it is correct that a boy
joining the Navy at 15 is required to sign
on for ten years.

Yours sincerely,

(£ Mo

T.}, Ronayne, Esq.,
Private Secretary,
hdmirelty,
Whitehall,
London, 3.%.1,
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9, K:.ngswiok Closs; 3.
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CoW. Liott-Radolyffe, MuPe =
After posting my letter tc ‘you I deo:Lﬁad to vis:l:h :qy'

son on the GANGES as a further: letter from h:im atatad "hia’ N
best friend had run away"‘ fo A

I found that the pioture was not as b'.Lack a8 paintedJ '
I was received with the ubmost. courtesy by the officers on-

watchs I was allowed to go over the Establishment. In uy, “:

estimation there was nothing more to be desired re wmesses - -
and training equipment such as befits a public school, Thei i
only difference, one is Bducafional, the othsr Military.

& few discreet questions revealed that the training was & -
toughening up prooess, soms oould take :Lt, Bsoms ‘oould’ T e
Also I beliave the Petty Officer mentioned in my lash 1ed;‘baz'
mey heve been oensured, as his conduot tuwa:rds '!:he boyﬂ iu T
my son's division is muoh n.mprwed. _ _

Sunday morning I w:i.th other v:.s:.'bing pa.rents watohad
the boys parade on divisions, then inspeotion by the L S
Captain. After the march past we attended morning. senrioe -
held in the large gymnasium. The service was Harveet
Pestival preoeded by a fanfare, local choir-boys attend:.ng.
The hymns were led by an orohestra, such a div:‘i.ne aez'vn.oe 3
I shall cherish for wany years to comes g

After ohurch a chat with one of the Padrea oonnnced
me that apart from the rough tough training!the boys were
well cared for. Then I showed both sides of the p:l.oture L
to my son telling him to get down to i% and take every-.
thing in the spirit of the game, 4if he intends 4o becoma
anything in the future, It's a great pity that the bcyu
who yun away don't know the proverb "He who fights and
yund away, Lives to fight another dey".’ I extend uy.
apologies to you if I leaped hefore I 1ookad. and le't
the ma‘b‘ber rest there. Thanking you, . - :

R am, Iours fa:l.thﬂﬂ.ly,

B 2SI R T BT i Wil 1] P e
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" '9th Octoler, 1955

fnﬂ;r.ﬂennin,,: 

. Thank you for your letter of Tth
Qatphar;nbnut Boya' conditions of servics.

The position 1s that they join the .

/ Hav:-b&tneuu 15 &nd 167, signing on for teelve

yeers as from the ege of 18. Just before they
resch the mge of 18, they bave the opéion to

. ehange thelr engagement to .one of EBVen years

with the Fleet plus five years on the Reserve -
sgaln from the ege @f 18, The statement that:

& boy joining -she age of 15 is reguired
%o sign uu‘rnr.tcn'xearu,iu.*thnrufnrg. with - -

somé quslification, correet. -
'>,'Tnurn‘ﬁin=ar=1:j ;<'

5 QSHdJ_Tf F. Ronayne

- AL, Reonie, Ewg,
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1ith Cctober 1954,

Dear Irivete Secretary,

Irn the abssnce of lLir. Iiot t-Kadel yffe,
who 1s abroad with a Farliamentary Delegatl on,
I am enolosipg a letter from one of his
conngtituents, kEirs. vooper of ¢ Kingswick Close,
Sunn‘nghill, 4scot, Berxkshire.

48 you will see fram her letter, lirs.
Cooper's son is training on H.M,S. Ganges.
She 1s very concerned indesd at the reports
she has recelived of the unsatvisfactory
cconditions in this establishment.

il

1

I shall be most gratefuwl if you will ‘ave
en4u¢*1as made into the incidents to which Hr
Cooper refers in her letter and 1f you can let
me have a reassuring reply toc send to her.

Yours sincerely,
/
Mas.
/V““U‘] /n/os7 C )
ret

Frivate Secr to
C.8. ottt Padd.yffe, LL.F.
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secretary to sllan Neble Esg., D.S.C., H.N,,
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A2th Ootober 1954,

";ue y T ¢rivate Secretar

nurther' o ny Lgt:er of vester AR
T mm euclosing another letter T have ﬂu“_
Prom Mr, .Pbt-_adclyffe 8 co 1st1thenL rs.
Cooper.fﬁ 5!

You will see that Ehe heis now pa aid a

- personal visit to H.M.S. Ganges and, as & e
'rcsult she has besn very largalv reassured.‘~;'“

: Névertheless you may like to haVe englir‘es Ly
made into her statements ebout the aumber of 3,
boys who run away from this sstablishment, chd"ff
fher suggest10n that the dlSCiT¢1nD ia too 53;=¢e s

Yours S‘ﬂb*fﬁly,

. N & ﬁfm;crfﬂ“)

ivate Eecreualv toMr. .
C E.,hott—Rad lJffe, “.*."~'

- e

 Private Secratary to Allan Noble Esq;,rb.g.u.5yR.IL,“;%I%

T i b R 8 s TR
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Dear Private Secretary, 

.- Thenk youufor;youf_letter,bf  
11th Octoher, gpclosing,a'letﬁar.

Kre 1ott—Raéc1ﬁEfe‘received from

Wys. Z. Cooper of 9 Kingswicik closes
gumminghill, sscob, about conditions:

gt H.ile8. CANGES.

commander Noble will write
Hr. ;ot%-aadclyffe about this a3
goon as —wossible. B

vours sincerelys

(Sgd v 7T T

i
i ‘U'fiﬁyne

private Secretary.’

The Private gecretary 1O
C.E. uott-ﬁadclyffe, ESQe, HePe

to

4
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M
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Dear Private Secretary,

Thank vou very much for your
etter of 12th October, sending me
a further letter !r. Kott~Radelyffe
~had recceived from les. E. Cooper,
ghout conditions at H.V.3. GANGES.

r.:

xxxxx oi/ .

Commender Moble will write
tc Hr., #ott-Radelyffe sbout the
twmo points mentioned in your last

paragranh.

Yours sincerely,

(SedV T F, Ronayne

Private Secretary.

The Private Secretar{
C.E. mott-Radclyfre, kEsq., :.DP,
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Commender-in-Chief,
' The Nore.

Copy to:- Commanding Officer,
' H.M.S. GANGES

I am to inform you that a Parliamentary enquiry hes been
‘received sbout the number of boys who run away from H.M.S. GANGES.
It is requested that a report may be furnished as soon as possible,
showing the number of boys who have run eway, in relation to the
numbers borne. The report should cover the present year, and if
the information is readily available figures for 1953 should elso
be given.

BY COMMAND OF THEIR LORDSHIPS

PS/CCB. 25
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Scottish Office,
Fielden House,
10, Great College Stireet,
London, S.W. 1.

20k beb 1983
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21st October, 1953.

Thank you for your letter of
20th Qctober forwarding & letter -
of complaint from a boy at :
H.¥.S. GANGES.

I will bring this to the ,
~notice of those concerned here.
The writer of the letter is. o
certainly discursive.

woewas TareD “\lﬁ?)"‘
gkt R

(O o

Comman-deK T.D. Galbraith, H.P.
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S (1) | sent me pecently two Tetters frnﬂ

' ‘Mps. Blizabeth Gooper of 3, Kingewick Close, -
 gunninghill, ABcoty auggesting ‘that we might -

ment, H.W.S. GANGES. * ‘

5

‘We ape going to 80 this, Yut 1t will mean

ke 'kq&ping an eye on things oyer a period of Time.

rherefore, snd as I fmsgine Hr, Eo;t'te-ﬂadblrf:ﬂ'_?lﬂi»"-"- 5 By

" 784n ootover, 1954

-

' 1pok into the conditions at ‘the Training Eateblish- |

“not be writing to Mra. ‘Copper again, 1 =m returning

5 "’Tna

‘ner letters now; with reneéwed thanke for bringing
this metisr o notiees i

- Yours sincerely,

Priutuamrﬂarr

Private Sepre tery to

* TG.5. Mott-RatclyETe, 5sa., wps T
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ma.um o i_ unmbu. - i

 Comnaing Officer, M5 GANGES,

I am o forenrd for your inforsation and return e ==
ter from a Hoy 2nd Class serving in HLH,.5, GANGES o
Commander Et. Hom T,D. Galbralth, H.F,, which kas besn
forsanded to the Farlisssntary Seeretary of the Admiraity.
Ee I am t0 etate that should the writer be knoun or

- identified, no dliselplimary action is to be taken in
connection with the writing of the letter,

nrmnnunmmm, |

§

CONFIDENTIAL
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H.M.S. GANGES,
Ipswich,
Suffolk.

16th November, 1953.

SpCRLTARY OF THL ARQMTIRALTY,

LoTr-R 70 1.F, POR GLASGOW (POLLOCK)

Refercuce: - Admirally Letter KCW/2. S,
L73/53. e

e

De pleased to inform Their Lordships that the writer
of the enclosed letter to Cmdr. Rt. Hon. T.D. Galbraith ¥.P,
has been traced. He has been informed of the correct procedure
f'or Service representations and corplaints.

Z. He 1s BLAIR A.K., J 92638, Boy Second Class.

( CAIRUS )
CAPTATIN,

oneclosurs:

Letter to Cmdr, Et. Hon ©.D, Galbraith li,F,



