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iYAL NAVY (INVALIDED
{ ; 'RATlNG) :

it made, and Questmn proposed
} this House do now &dJOlllu
Kgmzedy 1 | e

$lignation a,t ‘the, treatment. of a
boy by the Admiralty duung
the last few years. This boy

my Division. ' He volunteered
2 years in the Navy, He joined
tober, 1925, .and- was. invalided
ay, 1926.. The boy immediately
aralysm all at one:side of the

§-: is nothing which would lead
ppose that this infliction has
ny way. due to any weakness or
/ himself. _ The Admlralty have
ay responsﬂnhty for this boy or
1gation dowards him apd. his
hxnd the boy utresses. the  mal-
which_he says he sufféred while
aval school at Harwich, The
is that we cannot get the
freport made under the last Ad-
i ion—the Tory Admmlptxa.tlon——
medical point of view, and all
s for over three years Have not
in any help at =l being given
f%cry poor boy. The cagn of the
Bty has been very clearly stated

which -I propose -to-quote -in
save time, b received a 1ette1
®.pril, 1929, a8 follows_

is Edward Bennett; . and he .

eg, arm &nd tongue

B8 which have been: wriften to me .
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@ ommanded by my Lords. Com-
of the Admu'al - t0.acquaint you
] “as mvahde out of the Royal

d. June, account of
teticy, ce ('al
rvey 1o 10 to
‘,)

SFucust, ‘1929, that statement. was
Bund in &rllet,tex_' on 28th October,

o ¢ Shotley repozted on’’

81 both “in> hospital and:-on- the
nding list; pmctncﬂlly the who]e
them ¥

5 the case th g
B8 voice and a er pl
Sy that these i
origin gé 8 yr
leavmg 18 Nn.v;.,

1ggests
Y are of
his medical

1 am now
111 tho

= up‘

vesses 1o° provej i

the \-wy that “he ‘was’ nnder |

'. bu the Uther ha.nd BTEUES | ;hig

"He was smacked across the face, he says,
“and he did not know what it was abqﬁt. ,
He reeexved pumshment in' the ““gym*

“indescribable | jumping, chmbmg,
>endmg and strammg "’ and, finally, he
that the reason for entering the
spital wag the result -of bu‘chmg and
er ill-usage. I'robably. there “was ‘a
type of officer there of “the kind who
would like to sce men ‘‘on the knee”
-in the interests 'of discipline in the old .
savage fashion. Lhat we know so Well An
Admiralty letter dated 6th Septembel,
1929, tells me this:

“ It-is open of course to JLhe boy’s fmends
to produce any reliable miedical -evidence
tending 46 show that his present illness is
attributable fo" his naval service.” |
The local doctor, who knows the fa,mily
well, Dr. Moscow, g very competent man |
1ndeed, has made a certain inguiry into
the family  history’ and - precedents,
physiologically “and mentally, and .he
found no traceable hereditary weaknesses
of a nervous order nor any traceable
functional weakneses, either in-the family

“or “in” the “boy. He says himself of the
boy :-

A Hig left hand is much wasted. The
upper and. lower arm novements are good
but- the left hand is spastic.and; kept 1n a
'posrtnon ofﬁmlmer flexion. : I find hysterical
aphonia. o can shout loudly, but.can talk
only in a whisper.”

There are in addition’ many opinions of
-his neighbours: Here is one from a My,

QCarter, a very relmble nelghbour, who
says: : :
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“This is to certily that T have known
Tdward Bennett for about 10 years, and
“beforo be ‘joined the Royal Navy, hefore he
“entered. the Service, he was a fine lad, being
bright, strong, mtellment and .of splendxd
/ h}slque, in fact, \»Tlen he had This first
Pavo from Shotlev ‘he was™a picture to look

When he -came home discharged from

thc Royal Navy it was a shock to me, for I

met him, and not only had he lost bls voice,

“But he’ was a cripple, -and is mow. I am
_preépared to swear on oath, i, Tequired, that
the boy ‘was fit in ecvery concelvthle way

when ho. joined the Royal” Navy, but ~when
_he came ‘qut he was a oomplete wreck, so' 1
think thiat proves that his illdess must’ lmve

‘been causeg ‘throuph his service™ -

T have’ ‘other- letters that T might quote,
mcludmg on¢ from ‘Mr. Vincent, one
~from Mr. Gray, one from Mr. Orutchley \
0.B.E., and quite o number of “dthers.
It seenis to me that the letters from the
Admlmlty partly ‘admit the boys caBe.,
In ‘the ‘letter of 19th‘April, 1929, from:
my L01 ds Commxssmners, one, 1eads bhls !

_“As ho was® dlscha,rwed rior to. aﬁalnmrr
“the age of 18, heis ulehgl ble: for the aw: rr&

of ‘any. compensatlon under the D:s'tlnhtwi
1’ensmns Rcrfu]atmns e 2]

Secondly . in. the’ Llwl Lmd’s le%ter of
“6th Sepnember, 1929, it says: '

“**An illness avhich has developed since his |
naval servme 5" ot necpaeanly attubutuh]e
to:seryice.’ v
'Those words:* ' not e&,essanly ” brmg in
a vonsidérahle elun nt. of . ‘doubt, and: af
‘there be any . doubt in ‘g, bmgl(, case’ hl\e(
this, the benefit ought to be given on the |
lad’s side and not, on - the State’s side.
It-is very. strange that this boy entered |
the Navy- it as & fiddle and that nct:uadly |
during ‘the $ime he ‘wad in ‘the Bervice; |
some’ eight o1 nine months, he - rupidly |
dechned in mind and body "in this way. |
and‘became parelyaed No effort ot umine
for these threée years tan geb & penuy. foy
that lad—nnt even recoghition for: him,
That is not good enough: . There . must |
bé plenty. oi 'urents wondering where |

ren are going o, The Fault ¢

v/hnn:. boon- wisder the-nld w
l'-—u.'l—n—-lr-

‘{reated wi
sldelatxon A
' they get ir

cult than at present, but none thée less:

the- public “ought to reahse Wha,t might -
they get intn |

happen to thej
the hands.of-

officer appears tQYb! tribt that there"
as still “hope” that the, Fmancm.l Secré- ¢
tary will, do his best to see that the State

ll

‘plays the game with the boy that appar- .

ently 115 has crippled.
The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY

a good deal of sympa.thy with the person
on whose ‘behalf he spoke -and “one mlgbt’.
Bay that he is happy in his advocate, for
the case could’ riot "have been put wxbh‘

'greatel feehng .md sympathy But, mjf
me to remind ‘.

the first place; it i
the House that +Hls
‘1925, when *the 1

at;es back to .
the Service

.at a little moxe ‘than '15 years of age. -

“He went "~ to Shotley in October
1925 aﬁd he” was mvahded “out in -
/Ma,y 1926 Nothmg was ‘heard of the

case untll ’1927 when it was ﬂrst ralsed k

”a.nd it was a rain ra}sed a8 my hon
Friend has aid, g ¢fe iz one
‘ m]stdke i1 af trudgl itself in-

been buched

the statemen of my’ ‘non Friend, when
. he said that the lad comp]a,ms of havmg
‘The birch ‘is not used in |

the Navy for. boys but on]y caning, and .

that under excephona] circumstances, so -

that' ‘that in itself i is an exa.g eration. Tt

s “difficulf ‘time to
trace any ,ace tm‘enrt: -by
,deJdua,l pe is is. the

" only ©casé that has éome to ‘our notice,

We have certainly never heard ‘of any case
; of 11 trea,tment and -if one “visits these
ships and ‘knows anything of the life in
them, one ga,thers that- these lads are .
of . con-.
re than

¥

H
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Naturally, when this case ‘was mlsed—

and my hon. Friend not only wrote bit

spoke o me abhout it—I called for the
whole of  the papers and went through
them myself very ca,refullv, and I am
bound to say that, with the greatest will
in the world to ﬁnd some loophole, there:
does not seem to he any ‘at all in thls
case. It is true that the boy was a,d—
mitted, and the House will readﬂy sec
that even if we admit the very worst, it
would have to have been. tremendously
rapid for it to happen within six months-
of service.. If my hon. Friend states that.
he was in A1 condition when he joined;

“that even ‘makes it more unhkely The
‘whole conditions in the Navy and in naval
training: are not such .as would be con-
ducive to ‘a rapid deterlmatlon -of health
in‘such circumstances. .

T called ‘for Teports ‘with regmd o the
time durmg which' this ‘boy ‘was in the.
Rervice;” n.nd\the ‘Teports almost imme-
diately ‘after he joined were: to the-effect:
that ‘he was a wholly  unsatistactory.
recruit. ‘He was contmua,lly attendmg
ihe- hospxtal for Imaginary or minor com-
pxa'nts, almost da.lly He showed signs
of subno-ma] development and “inthe’
e\emmahons which ™ were merely ele-
mentary, he scored only 28 per: cént, ‘of
the. marks. Then the report aa.ys that
while he was in hospital the obfgrvation.
was - bhit: his expression was dull and
heavy, t t he was slow and nuntra,-
diotory.in nn.swermg questions, and Fielow

ﬁhe. avwe ::r.tallnu_._zﬁg__ce T went At




T

Bhole matter carefully, and the prac-

ars gwen to' the ‘man or the lad
§f and it is wholly because ‘there is
dow of ‘doubt, so'far as the’ papers
#!in this case, that ‘one has had to
b {0 the decision ‘that-has already
ommumca.ted to the House by my
Frienil:

given. the -opportunity to state

= made no-claim that his condition
#he sequel to. any- m]ury or treat-
|12t he received while in.the Na.vy
.I\ remark. which he made in re-

{ivulking, -and that he was born with

iliat the lad was of a h,ystericé.l

e has been out of the Navy seem
'; that out.. Part of that certificate
A :ady been  commiunicated to the
by my hon. Friend. If it be true
B lias shown signs that he Was men-
Mive after he left, all I can say is
# shammed very effectively during
Be he was in the Navy to bring
L 455 discharge.

"LONGDEN: That is hardly fair.

FAMMON : That i is the only conclu-
e can form,

the Admiralty is—I can say this .
um' cdonfidence, having handled o _:
umy casges, and mthm the know- ,
b of hon. Members on: both sides of
i isc—that if there is an element. of
j on which we can work, the benefit

o the tnme he was in- the Service:
i case, -a§ is usually ‘the.practice, -
o hiz health was that his toe hurt -

. and subsequent- certificates h‘om:
% medical sources:that we have had ;

out Hns aoT t!on. é“ﬁ
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M ORGAN:: May I ask the hon.
n whether he is arguing medi.
1Bt o person’ who ‘is passed fit-into
'y cannot in the course of mnine

For six mon rtain
iII-t-rea.tm h ceived,
I symptoms “twhich & -rega,rded as

ictional nature § -

and there is no proof what-
= any proof can be ‘brought for-
he suffered i}l trea,tment 5

th , pu e ]
It Rroul b
of “the whole who

i lned in the Navy, should h&ve'
ilthis very exceptional treatment,
e is no evidence whatever in/
it Tt is very dlﬁicult to trace
I distance of tlme, and it has to

inbered that W while
peofore any compllin & brought
illention of the "That

B more difficult to prove, and very
¥re difficult to find-out whether
deny trul:h.'in it or ot.. What T

e to be very excepblonal cir-
s for

¥ re Mot pirlived.

e, we would be only too - {,,lad
¥ the case, and give the beueﬁt
| B to the lad: 1 himself.

m" fhe Na,vy Wh).ch

he joined “he Ishowed <gigns.- of .- being
Physically and: mental]y below ‘the normal

mdard, and he was in hospital for the
reater part of the time for minor ; com:

laints, and. it was necessary to- pray him
oiit at the end of that time. {f it were
possible to meet my hon.’ -Friend T would
5la,d1y do-it; but. I can . assure. -him that |
it 18 the. plactlce of: the . Admiralty, .at
any. rate during ‘the time. I have heen
there, a,lwa,ys to give. bhe benefit of the
doubt to.those who are conc ﬂrned Iam
sorry that it is not possxble for us to do
that in the present case,

Mr KELLY Somebhmg -sees to be
wanting in-the reply of the Palhamenl:my
Becroiary.- I know nol:h_mg of this case
‘except what I hme heard-in thls Deba.te
but: T would. ask, in view of -the allega-
‘tioms, w hethel any -questions were put. to
the particular petty.officer who had charge
of this-boy, why a bOy whoso soon _after
joining the Navy was found to be sub-
normal should have been ‘accepted for the
Navy, why his want of capacity was not
found out when he was enlisted, how soon

;_a.fber he joined the Navy was he ad-
mitted to Hospital, and what was the com-

pLunt from which he was suffering? Who -

was responsible for takmg into the Navy
.4 boy whom the Admiralty now claim to
‘have bee,n sub- normal, _and why, as he

bad to go into & hospital Wlthm a few |
days, were no steps taken to relezbse him -
from ‘the Nzwy?

i3
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I hope the case will not rest. where.it ,

is-at the moment. Investigations of some
‘kind are - réquired. The statement has
been made that there is a complaint from
‘only ome-boy.
never rely upon that situation.
Jknown’cases in other Services where one
*boy has mot received the same’ treatment
—T -will put it no ‘higher than that—as
other boys who were being trained, and
had excellent reason for complznnmg 1
canuot say- thap that: happened in this
case. 1 do.not want.to suggest that-the
petty. officer’ didi not-like -this -partioular
boy,.or anything of that kind, but the
case cannat be left where it -is. Here is
2 boy -whom we . are now told is a cupple
but who.was & sound boy when he en-
tered the Navy. . His nemhbours speak of
him as being -sn extremely bright boy
physwullv und mentally After a few
months’ service in the Navy he is in 2
cuppled condition. Things cannot be
left there, and I hope the Admrmlty will
investigate the case'and: get right’ down to
the bottom of it, so that nobody in this
country shall bEIleVL that a boy entering
the Navy is not (romg to be ploperly
twated ch

D MORGAN 1 wan o little dis-
appointed with the reply. of the. Parlia-
mentary” Secretary. - L:asked -a question
of him’ rea,lly to try-to ascertain whether
he had any’ medical. substantiation for
the view which- was expressed at the
time; ‘and - only from the point of view
‘of ‘eliciting ‘the -outlook -of :the. Admn‘alty
4n reference:‘to the medical .document
read out,  He may ‘have ;some.document
in: ‘his- possession countemctmg that.
There seems to be.two points jn this case,
fiest;, themedical. Aitness of the boy, a.nd
secondly, his, mental sta.blhty. This;biny-
| was .wcepted for gsrvice in: ‘the Nayr 2t
. most 1mpress1unahla Bge, Preanmably
by came upito the physical
stmd_}da ; ruqu:rcd on. L
Whafaver. Eappened; whether 1
tt‘eatment or ‘hif mentel rear'Lmn to his

I hope the Admiralty will ’
1 have

suuoundmgs—suppose all the’ suggea-:,
tions of physical 1]1 tredtment ‘were un:.

true—yet here is a boy  who “has' heen:

‘mentally affected by the condltmns exist-’

1t of ‘that
mental state

ing in the ) :
.service, the -
“which résul : 'h

the Eospltal for comp]'unts which he re-t
‘gards as being real; and which the hos-
“pital authorities regard as imaginary,
- May I point out that: they must have
been 1eaI symptoms because, m the end

.dltxons which deny him any opportumty
‘of working in' the mdmary industrial.
- market, In the first instance, the Ad.

- miralty were of the opinion thut the boyv |

‘was’ fit for 1ecru1tment and now he is
sent’: from the: Na
stitution.. and  he
tion for a-state whige e to the con-
dltlons under whid w& been serving.
It has been ‘stated thab the boy de-
veloped a doll menta,ht_) in the Service, -
but when did he develop it? There is
a certain disease known as sleepy sick-

ed romnensa-

ness. In its acute form it is easy to
diagnose, byff in n i kn(—every
disease hasf§exiirQ om [he most

trivial to the extreme--it is one of the

. most difficult diseases to diagnose, and

far told us.’ dition  #
nt. | of the boy i ervice
i in‘the Navy, s€ hops

yet, it leaves mental after-effects.  The
boy may have had that form of sleepy
sickness after his service,” and thls may |
have: caused his menta] reactlon. I beg :
the Pa.lha,men 2, consider
the case, beca. ot ‘been
af all:gonvincing,” I am only & nsxdermu
| the statement and the counter—statemena, i
iand if the Parliamentary Secretary" has
| strong medical facts showing that the boy
|is not entitled to compensation, he shoild.
tell us What they a.re, and he has ot 80

the hon, Gentleman will give the, boy’s =
ca,se furbher conmdera’mon |

ng to go to,

R & ruined con- |

—

Mr.  STEPHEN: I that the -

hope

‘ Mmlster is going to agree to consider this ¢

case further. I would suggest that he |
should get irom the boy’s schoolmaster
SOINe- 1ecord of his conduct and condition
when- at school. -This boy is passed into -
the Service, and afterwards begins 12 -
show evidence of a dull mental condition
and a bad - physical condition. It was not
there when he passed in, or, at least, the

Minister has to take lespousxbxhby for the

fact that he was passed into the Service. |
I suggest that the Minister might quite
well ‘go -back to the boy’s carlier period
of life at school, and find whether he was
a healthy boy and what was his school-
master’s opinion of him. If that is satis- .
factory, you come to the second stage.

‘The boy is passed into the Service, and

he i not very long in the Service before -
this hystenca,l .condition, this mental and
physxca,l ‘condition’ and his desire to- a0
into . hospital, becomes apparent. Tb

history of the boy after he left the Na.vy,

_and his present condition, show ‘that the
~boy’s desire to go intp the hospltal was’

due to a -defective physwal a.nd menml

, condxtxon.

- When’ 4 & héard the Mmlstt ir's- ﬂ‘sutement
Ito-mght I ‘wondered . that: iu& m&ﬂlca.l‘

7 ;‘"



s did not se¢m to see this connec-
cween the boy’s-condition while, he
the Servicerand hig-anxiety:to get
ospital, ‘and ‘his present: -condlbmn
ordinary: -lay mind: like my ‘own,
rould appear to be-an obvious con-
o there,-and T believe: that every

r of this House would feel greater
snee if the Minister -would tell us
iter nearing ‘his - fellow Memhars
"5 case, he is prepared ‘ta haye. re-

his school life, . If that school Yife
a satlsfactory physwal and mental
on, it is obvious that it was during
iod when-he was in the Service
he symptoms ‘began. to. develop
have resulted ultimately in  his

d condition. . a.
nay be said ‘that

it ~was. latent
» during ‘his period in the Service,

. think that, in‘ the ha,ndhng of
tases by the Mmlstry of Pensions,
Alical authorities ever give sufficient
fon to their own responsibility, or
'ponsxbxhtv of their fellow medical

i with such cases is that it is daid,
4 pt’JSSlblY he should mever “have
issed in; a mistake  has been
': and, because a ‘mistake has been
b0 respongibility is accepted for it.
1.-_':( Minister if he will not give the
Ihc assurance. that, . m view of the

irious feelmg in the House that

ation all these additional points

i to something bemg done f(n this

¥ -DWARD Al]egatlons of the
nature have been made on ‘the
il the House, and I do not think
'Ho that we can leave ‘this matter
Statements have been made
;J go out to the public, and what
i offect will they have on the
) Jf boys. who are thinking of
be Royal Navy{ For the honour
Almiralty and of the Service, and
| satisfaction of this boy, there
% bo the most careful and search-
Ty into the whole of these facts.

?ﬁ-ﬂa WB ]

u the former. history of the- boy,

v reason for intervenming is that.I .

'was in Lhe na,va,l school.

‘tary Secretary wo

“http://www. godfreydykes.info
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Any ‘reluctance “to- grant such an. iuqui’ry
will - be taken -by: the -British public to
mean that there is more in his than
‘appears on the surface, and. I think it
would be a good thing if $he Parliamen-

158 80
11 make
o nd call

assurance’ that the

a ‘most searching £T1

:'befow the “tribunal those who are able

to ‘give u.rldence and thus clear up this
-matter to the 'satisfa,ct-ion of the Service
a,nd of ’c'he"bt)y ‘himself.

E A
: House, WO d s
“last

gly, and only bega,n to become’

bring any" nesh ev1dence upon “which we
can go, we shall be only too glad to re-
open the case and go.into it to the fullest

“possible extent. I shall be only too.glad

if any ground can be-advanced for going

{ into it. This lad we arieed in: the
“ordinary way at 'a,»n'E!di @ seruiting
f tion. - ) N

8 1o passe.l Thdd people into the | station. ‘He was adept but - was

T believe thut one of the we:ﬂ; |
of our whole  administration - in.

found. later not “to ‘be : quite ‘up %o
standard. From the very ‘beginning ‘he
was seen to be not up to standard, ‘He
He Was Te-

_ported upon by the officer in cha,rge as

msideration should be given to the -
i these lines, he will take inta’

e appealed to the rest of us, with -

“that we know nothing about.

- below standard ; P Weekical
observation: me cers god.no
purpose in ‘acting agains . 0 .0r

-three medical. officers g&va mdependent

reports, ‘and on that he ~was passed out,
not on any physical ground, but as nien-
tally unfit for service. Nearly 12 months

'céla,psed before e to
the. Admiralty. THs efore
the present Gove A ot

may have ha.ppened dumng that time
He was
slmply passed -out as one ‘who would not
make a proper naval rating.

. Mr. STEPHE
first, and we ho
" responsibility f

‘for ‘that action."

should not have been passed m, that 18

unfortunate, but some of us feel that
the Ministry must accept responsibility
‘We have to assume

‘ that, when he was passed in, he was in

"THANK YOU™™

“there

“be charged
“respousibility in a -case like -this.

Mr, AMMON;: That sort of thing is|

/happenmg agam and agaln in all’ i;he
-RBervices.
-the recruiting officer’ and be “found on

‘A recruit may be accepted by

subsequent examination mot to. Ye wuite
up 1o standard. ‘With lads of this -age,
is ei'ery " possibility - that, * with
proper training and nourishment, they

~may be improved: Everything shows that

this boy was given every consideration.
It is hardly fair that the ‘Navy should
with “ill-treatment - or any
I re-
peat publicly what I have said in wrltmg

my hon. Friend, that, if there is any

dence however slight that «can be

ough't forwand ‘which will give us any
room to review the case, I shall be only
“too glad to see:that it is reviewed fully.

Mr KEDWARD Has any investigation
taken place in lega,rd to the charges of
cruelty ¢ That is the point that is in my
mind.  Has the
opportunity of being brought face to face
with those against whom he makes the
accusatlon ?
needs to be done

boy been given ‘an |

It seems to me that that ’

Mr. AMMON: The first thing I in-

sisted upon was that inquiry should be '

made as to the alleged cases of ill-treat-
ment. A" Searching investigation .was
made, but the same petty officers are-not

‘there now. That is-one of the difficul--
“Everything ‘was-done to trace.any’
“record or, to find ‘anyone who knew any-
There is ‘no?
. The.
“very ‘faet that the suggestion was made.
‘that he was :birched s an:indication .of ¢
‘fhe inconsistency -of the position. !
The birch is only ¢ -
--used in -cases.of unnatural sexual offences.

ties.

thing  about- ill-treatment.
ground whatever for the assertion.

was no birching at all;

Only :a cane such :as that in use in

~ordinary schools is used and there ‘are
~Tecords:of ordinary caning in the punish:

ment book. ‘There has been no evidence
on which -one can proceed to bear out

L

Thers 2

:'-=--..'.5|||.

any-charges of any ill-treatment in regard |

to the contemporaries of the boy; in

regard -to none of these can we find any |

cases of .ill4reatment . by. petty officers.

Question put, and -agreed to.

Adjourned accordingly at Nine- ©

‘teen Minutes —before Eleven



