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Friday August 2lst 1953. : Hre N, F. Wilson,
5, Tong Road,

LyEDs 12,
To: The Divisional Officer,
ANEES

or the Chaplain, H,}.S. GANG:

Dear Gir,

I wish to write ach y.lJohn C. Wilson, Boy lst Class who i
is at present on leave from your Estabiishment, HJZ.S. Ganges, and I believe :
is due back on Tuesday August 25th. I am sorry to inform you but John has
been very quiet - would not speak to me and uis mother like he has done before
on his previous leaves, I noticed a great changs in hiwm as though there was
something on his mind. However, he confessed to me and his mother that he

had had enough of the ofa T PLT ing whether to return, He
seemed very bitfter a ajgice n 1€ t was the matter., During a
period a while back, John and a lot more boys were picked to go to Spithead

to see the Naval Review, which he was very proud to be selected to see the

ships on Review during the period of his training at H.I.S8. Ganges. We have

been nroud of him, winning a medsl aud some trophies he brought home for svimming
I believe he has been trying to lower the record at your swimming baths of

fast swimming he has taken gredtffin 6 st of all your sports. Well Dear Sir, *‘
af'ter getting back from the Revi Parracks I believe he and the other boys
were ordered to write an essay on what they had seen., However, because John ' ‘
never done an essay he was punished by your system of No. 10. I believe he

got 7 days No. 10, end the Petty Officer who was in cuarge of the Sguad made .
the boys do the frog jump for one hour. OConsisting of a pole under the knees (
and juaping. He said it was ishment and I believe him, However,
Sir, I think and I am cert Q)Pstonsible for this treatment has ™ )
broke my boy's spirit and t for the Royal Kavy. I am myself f
an ex-Naval Yan who served in World I and also in this was in the Herchant
Navy and have served in all Theatrcs of War. I also have becn punished when I
was iun the Royal KNavy which I deserved. 3But I am still proud of my Royal Havy,
I have had two sons scrving during Hostilitics in the Royal Navy but Sir, I

an soryy to say this to you, A d Japs wouldn't do that to Boys. xien [ 5_
yes, they can take it. But 3 efliB are 2s you arc awerc, are only babies. |
I am disgusted to think that ®ke #ere treated to thet kind of punishment. |

However, Dear Sir, I spoke to John to go back which I hope he will and I would
see into it for him, But when I came home the other day, he has lef't home.

¥here he says to his wmother that he was going to visit a friend of his. His ;
mother does hope and me also that he: will return to Barracks. If he doesn't :

arrive on time as he shoul won”c punish him, Until after the
enquiry as I mean to contac E him that they have killed the '
pride and joy my boy had. for being brunt. He said that all

the officers were Gentlemen but I would like tou to answer me please about this
conduct. I do not want this to go to the Iréess if it can be helped.

THANK YOU..

ix R.N, and K N,
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( Enclosure %o H.i.S. GANES' No. 870/22 of 16th February,_lSéL;.;;- )

No. 870/22 HJC.S. GaNGRS;
Ipswich, - nj,g'

Suffolk,
D, 24 th August, 1953.
Dear iir, ¥ilson,

L.

“Your son's Division i s drawn. my attentlon to yvur S
1etuer of” 2151: August O I : ]

I would like-to assure you that your son was punlshed only af’cer
he had been repeatediy instructed by his Divisional Officer and his Instructor
to write an essay on his experiences. He in fact proceeded on locel lgave
instead of carrving out this task. 4s 199 of the 200 bays attending the -

Review all handed in tt s that one page only was
sufficient, I feel suA ]WLT
deserved, The whole

€ tRat his punisiment was well « .
by mysedf. As regards the
actual punishment; boys carry out an hours drill during which there. are severel
rest periods, The drill is much easier than that carried out by men as broom
sticiks are carried in lieu of rifles. 4s an egx-Naval man you will appreciate
that drill of this neture is not meant to be a plecasant exp.rience, but there are
no sadistic exercises carricd OTG son's punishment in np way broke his '
spirit, . PR .

a

His achievements in the swimming bath, and to a lesser extent, on
the athletie track, are most commendable and I hope he keeps it up. ,I do -~ -,
consider though that your youngster has developed-a swollen head,. _as-he teqds -
to think that he merits special treatmeut and :}rlv:_leges above the. o‘ther bnys.

Hisg Dpospects in C@Eg d provided he malkes a detem1ned .
effort in all his duties. KaTara e must return from his leave on time,

and can only expect an investigation and punishment if he fails in this respect.

I consider that your son's sullen attitude when he arrived on leave ..,
had no connection with his punisihment. You will be interested to hear that
when nmustered to go on leave JEEVIR vith an American type of naircut
wiilch he nad inflicted on himsfllf he knew well was not allowed, . &s
he looked a disgrace to his uniform, he had to be kept back from hlsﬂleave for
‘two hours to have his hair cut properly.

Your son 1s in a happy iless and nas an excellent Instructor, so he
has every opportunity to work hard for a fine Service, and I feel sure you

will glve him every encouafP a ( : I|: ~ .

Yours sincerely,

THANK.XYOU

XMr. N, P, Wilson,
9, Tong Road,
Lzxbs, 12,

" aanlr e lae o~
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( Enclosure to H.i.S., GAHG:S!' No. 870/22 of 16th Pebruary, 1954, )

Thursday August 25th, 195DO Hr, N.F. Wilson,

9, Tong Road,
LiDS 12,
To:” Commander H.W. Firth, R.N,
H.li. S, GANG:S.

S
In N@ PWker of €70/22

I wishr to thank you for your letter in reply to wmy

Dear Sir,

ovn, also I wvish,to Joord gy avye wour report on Joan,
And I see that lé ha|ll telin a X sf and also goes my
. Best Regards tolv=ld i Y I really must agree

~ about my Boy's sullen and arrogant attituds. I have zlways end his

wother cspecially his motiher have been so kind to nim. 4nd myselr
to him and gsave hinm good advice. Well Sir, my Boy Johu came back
home from his Iriends on londay morning., Uniortunately they had
left the address, hut he A4 = his promise to nis mother and
arrived back on Zionday AJ;IE% h. However, this morning when he
got up, he made no attemptMo ready to return back to H.il.S.
Ganges., . Ve repeatedly and pleaded with him to return . I am
sorry he has not took our advice whilst I am writing this letter.
I can honestly say even on John's behalf I only hope he will be
sensible and return, I received your telegrams and I have tried

my best to act up to E
However, De QIHJXonelude this letter

Vishing you and all at the H.i.S, Ganges

The Best of Luck,
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