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Avcr.-ge Sick-rate o f the Station for Ten Years, 1,475 per l/XK).

D uring the twelve months embraced in this report the 
squadron on the Mediterranean Station consisted of twenty- 
three vessels. Of these four were iron-clads; three were 
line-of-bnttle ships, one of the first rate, one of the second, 
and one of the third ; five frigates, three being of the fourth 
rate, and two of the sixth; one receiving ship permanently 
stationed at Malta; four are classed as steatn vessels ; there 
were two gun vessels, two sloops, and two gun-boats. The 
mean force corrected for time was 0,340 men.

The total number of all cases of disease nnd injury under 
treatment was ,9,360, which i9 in the ratio of 14-77*2 per 
1,000 of mean force, and is very nearly the average sick rate 
of the station taken Tor a period of ten years.

The total sick-rate in the iron-clad vessels was more than 
200 per 1,000 below the average sick rate of the station. 
The only vesstl that largely exceeded the mean ratio was the 
Enterprise, and in her the diseases were chiefly of a trivial 
character.

The Royal Oak, although only very slightly exceeding the 
average sick-rate of the station, was certainly in respect of 
severity of disease the most sickly of the iron-clads. During 
the Christmas quarter of 1805, diarrbcca was exceedingly 
prevalent on hoard, but a much more serious form of disease, 
viz., enteric fever, prevailed duriug the Michaelmas und 
Christinas quarter of that >ear, and again in the Midsummer 
quarter of I860. The disease appears on the first occasion 
to have been contracted at Malta, where it is endemic during 
the hot months, and it was probably continued by com­
munication of the infected with the healthy. On the 13th
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of November the ship’s company was transferred to the 
Hibernia, the vessel being taken into dock in order that 
additional scuttles might be made on her lower deck, anti 
other improvements effected. On the 21st of D cemher 
the crew returned to the Royal Oak, and during the sub­
sequent quarter, viz., the Lady quarter of 1866, there was 
a marked improvement in their health rate. Rheumatism, 
as a Sequela of fever, prevailed a good deal indeed, ami 
being very obstinate gave rise lo much invaliding; but there 
was little active, anti no epidemic disense, iu  the early 
part of the Midsummer quarter, however, fever of an urgent 
type again presented itself. In accordance with the recom­
mendation of a committee appointed to inquire into tho 
sanitary state of the vessel, preparations had been making 
to mess a considerable number of the men on the main 
deck, and these being completed 130 men were removed 
from the lower to the main deck, after which only one 
cast- of fever made its appcai^nce. At the termination of 
the Midsummer quarter of I860, the Ro\al Oak may be 
considered as presenting a fair average sick rate, the per­
centage on the sick list on the 30th of June being three 
and a-balf.

One only of these vessels, the Meeanee, exceeded the 
average sick rate of the station. During the Michaelmas 
quarter of I860, while at anchor in Phulerum Ray, feveis 
of different types, and manifestly attributable to different 
causes, prevailed. Periodic fevers were common as the 
result of malaria, and a large number of ca>es of a con­
tinued form are attributed to the unusually great beat 
which prevailed, and which appears to have acted with very 
evil effect on the inhabitants of the Pirseus, amongst whom 
fever was epidemic, scarcely a house being free from it. 
Rheumatism occurred, as so often happeus, as a sequela of 
these fevers, and added much to the sick rate of the vessel.

In the Lady quarter of 1866, catarrh prevailed as an 
epidemic in the Victoria. Otherwise, however, the ship was 
very healthy, her sick list averaging about 3 per cent. In the 
Gibraltar also catarrh was epidemic iu the Lady quarter of 
1866, but otherwise, with the exception of boils to which the 
ship's company appear to have been more than ordinarily 
prone, two epidemics of that painful affection having orcurrid 
amongst them, there was not much sickness in the vessel.

The sick rate in three of the frigates was considerably in 
excess of the uventee rick rate of the station, 1 hese vessels
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were the Arethusa, the Phoebe, ami the Cossack. The 
LTramnn Arcihusn was iu the first year of her commission, and would 

Station, naturally show a larger than ordinary sick rate. There was 
frioaxes very little disease of a serious nature, however, amongst her 

ship's company, the principal affections being common sore 
throat, and small abscesses and sores.

During the Michaelmas quarter of 1805, diarrhoea was very 
prevalent in the Phoebe, and catarrh was epidemic in the 
Lady quarter of 1806. There was very little otherwise 
worthy of noting in reference to the vessel. The ship’s 
company appear to have been subject to boils, there being 
n greater number of days sickness from that form of disease 
than from any other.

The Cossack was stationed on the Coast of Syria in the 
Michaelmas quarter of 1865, and during that time her sick 
list averaged about 8 per cent, of the ship’s company. 
Ephemeral fever, diarrhoea, and small abscesses were the 
most common affections. Diarrhoea continued frequent in 
the Christmas quarter, and in the Lady quarter of 1806, 
catarrhal affections were most prominent. There was a good 
deal of rheumatism also in the vessels consequent in all pro­
bability on her service on the Syrian Coast.

steam The Hydra was the only vessel of this cla-s which exceeded 
vessels. tJ.e average ratio of the station, and in her the excess was by 

no means great. Considering indeed the exposure to whiefi 
her ship's company was necessarily subjected in surveying 
different parts of the Coast of tireece, a larger sick rate might 
reasonably have been anticipated. Ephemeral, and periodic 
fevers, catarrh and diarrhoea were the most prominent affec­
tions in her returns.

oun The Assurance presents the largest ratio of sickness of any 
VE33ELS. vessel on the station. During the Michaelmas quarter of 

1865, she was stationed in the River Danube, and there the 
health of the crew, which previously had been very good, 
suffered much. Diarrhoea and ague were exceedingly common, 
and this latter form of fever clung to the men during the 
whole year. At Sulina cholera was imported into the 
vessel, and of four cases three proved fatal. After leaving 
the Danube the Assurauce remained at Malta until January 
I860, when she proceeded to Patras, where she was stationed, 
visiting occasionally the islands of Zaute, GVphaionia and 
Corfu. During the Midsummer quarter of 1866 while at 
Patras, ague was very prevalent among the ship’s company.



The sick-rato in both vessels of this clnss exceeded the 
average rick-rate of the station, although there was no great 
amount of active or urgent disease in either. The Chanticleer 
was employed chicflv amongst the Ionian Islands, and the 
Pelican on the coast of Syria. Catarrh and diarrhcea were 
tolerably common in both vessels; and in the Chanticleer two 
cases of cholera, both of which proved fatal, were contracted 
at Malta, where the disease was prevailing epidemically on 
shore. In the Pelican, during the prevalence of diarrncea, 
a considerable number of cases of ephemeral fever appeared 
amongst the ship’s company.

The sick-ratc in the Tyrian was also above the average 
sick-rate of the station. The cases of disease which appear 
in her return, however, arc neither tn nv nor severe. The 
complement of the vessel being small a few cases of disease 
give a somewhat exaggerated importance to her ratio of 
sickness.
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I nvaliding.

Average Ratio o f Invaliding on the Station for Ten Years, 4 03 .

The total number invalided during the period embraced in 
the present abstract was 254, which is in the ratio of 40 per 
1,000 of mean force, being almost precisely the average 
rate of invaliding on the station. The diseases which occa­
sioned the greatest loss by invaliding were those affect­
ing the respiratory organs, after which, in point of number, 
came rheumatism, chic fly as a sequela of fever, or as a con­
sequence of the peculiar form of cachexia which is liable to 
be engendered in the Mediterranean. Venereal diseases hold 
a prominent |>osition as a cause of invaliding, but they are 
not necessarily attributable to this station, being more pro­
bably the result of disease originally contracted iii our home 
ports.

It will be observed, by referring to Table II. of the Ap­
pendix, that of the iron-clad vessels the Enterprise and Royal 
Oak show the largest ratios of invaliding. In both of those 
vessels the diseases which chiefly tended to cause this result 
were those of the lungs and rheumatism to which, indeed, 
more than one-half ol the invaliding in each vessel was attri­

butable.
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bulable. One-third of the invaliding in the Royal Oak was 
for rheumatism following fever.

Seven men were invalided for the sequel® of fever; 
twenty-three for various affections of the hrain or nervous 
system ; fifty-six for diseases of the respiratory organs, 
chiefly phthisis in its incipient or more advanced stages; 
twenty for diseases of the organs o f circulation ; seven for 
diseases of the alimentary canal; live for diseases of the liver; 
twenty-two for various affections of the genito-uriuary organs, 
chiefly venereal ; forty-seven for rheumatism and diseases 
of the* hones and joints, seven for affections of the special 
senses, seventeen for diseases of the skin and cellular tissues, 
seventeen for diseases not classed, such as different forms of 
dyspepsia, worms, Ike.; and twenty-six for the cllecta of 
wounds and injuries of various kinds.

D e a t h s .

Average Ratio o f Mortality for Ten Year#, 10*4 per 1,000.

There were fifty-eight deaths on the station during the 
twelve months, of which forty-six were the result of various 
forms of disease, and twelve of injuries accidentally sustained, 
and drowning, as detailed in Tabic IV. of the Appendix. 
The total ratio of mortality was 9'1 per 1,000 of mean force, 
which is T3 per 1,000 below the average death-rate of the 
station.

Although the ratio of sickness in the iron-elads was small, 
the death-rate was fractionally in excess of the average of 
the station. This was almost altogether owing to the preva­
lence of specific fever in one ship. Of thirteen deaths from 
disease in these vessels, six were from fever and four from 
disease of the lungs. The other fatal cases were apoplexy, 
diarrhoea, and erysipelas. Four of the deaths from fever oc­
curred in the Royal Oak.

There were fifteeu deaths altogether from fever in the 
force, and almost all were cases of the enteric form of the 
disease which prevails endemically in almost all the towns 
on the sea board of the Mediterranean. Next to fevers, the 
largest number of deaths was occasioned by pulmonary dis­
eases, and by diseases of the alimentary canal. Pulmonary 
consumpiion is very frequent in the Mediterranean, and un­
less the subject of it is speedily removed from the station it

commonly



commonly runs a rapidly fatal course. From diseases of 
the alimentary canal there were ten deaths, of which one was 
the result of dysentery, one of diarrhoea, one of intussuscep­
tion, and seven of cholera. Cholera prevailed epidemically in 
the Mediterranean in the autumn of 1865, and Malta in 
particular suffered very severely from it. Four of the deaths 
in the squadron aro referrible to disease contracted there; 
viz., one ease in the Magicienne, one in the Hibernia, and 
two in the Chanticleer. Three deaths from cholera oc­
curred in the Assurance while she was lying at Sulina, in 
the Kiver Danube, where the disease was epidemic on shore 
and amongst the merchant shipping. That this fatal disease 
did not cause more mortality in the squadron in the Mediter­
ranean was doubtless altogether attributable to the care dis­
played in keeping the different vessels as much as possible 
away from infected ports.

Besides the Bfteen deaths from fever mentioned above, 
and the ten deaths from diseases of the alimentary canal, 
there weie four deaths from diseases of the brain and nervous 
system, ten from diseases of the respiratory organs, one from 
heart disease, three from diseases of the liver, one from acute 
rheumatism, one from erysipelas, one from scrofula, and 
twelve from injuries of various kinds, aud drowning.
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