
 
In the BLACK is nice, but fleeting 

And all too quickly changes when meeting 
The cost of our life style, married or single 
With few coins left in our pockets to jingle. 

 
Then the colour changes to GREY well known to mean ‘uncertain’ bets 

That even the few coins we have are assets or debts 
So we tighten our belts and look to our savings 

Bemoaning our lot and our pay whilst retaining our cravings. 
 

When the piggy-bank is empty but the needs are still there 
We still go ashore with or without a care 

And although now at RED when we should stop 
We borrow a rubber, half a bar, to buy our pop. 

 
Then it is pay day, what a relief 

All debts are settled and there is a belief 
That this month things will be different and debt free 

How right you are matey because the ship is due for a month at sea. 
 

{G. Dykes  May 2005 – a budding Poet Laureate?} 
 
 

It is 1968 and the much 
waited for pay rise has 

arrived. 

 

but lots of debts ..story of 
your 

life? !
……………!

Our admirals tell us that things
will get better !! If you believe 

that………The wolf is at the door





















































As a matter of interest only, 1968 
was my mid point of Service [1953 – 1983]. 

In that year I received the PRINCELY sum of 
£1806-15-0 and believe me, I was well off. 

You see in that year I was in Submarine Auriga 
serving in Singapore. I was accompanied, but being 
a submariner, we spent more than our fair share at 
sea. That income was split into the following tracts 

of money:- 
a. Basic pay as a Petty Officer [Scale ‘A’ Radio Supervisor] 

b. Submarine Pay 
c. Married accompanied LOA but when at sea, Separation Pay at the Upper 

level [10 shillings per day] 
d. Marriage Allowance at the lower level because we received the Accompanied 

Rate of LOA 
e. Long Service Pay [served 9 years mans time rate] 

f. KUA 
 

This equated to 99 shillings per day and as you will see,  EXACTLY the basic salary 
of  a Lieutenant Commander in his first two years in that rank. Now perhaps you 

can see why I 
called my income for 1968 a princely sum. 
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