Lonely
Navy

wives

BRITAIN SETS
UP A SPECIAL
TEAM TO STUDY
THE PROBLEM
SINL;APGRE, Sat.—

The British Mi-
nistry of Defence has

set up a special eight-

man committee to in-
vestigate loneliness
among Royal Navy

wives. It is possible '

that the team ‘will
come to Singapore in
the course of the in-

vestigations.

Social problema arlaing
from long separations of
marrled couples are report-
ed to be cansing increasing
concern In official quarters
hoth In London and at
bases OVErséds.

Therefore the Investigat-
ing committee, which has
st held its first meeting
in London, may well declde
to go on & tour of the Ro-
yval Navy's Overseas bases.

Proportion

The commliitee compri-
ses civillan soclologists as
wrll as naval representa-
tivea. It 1z headed by Cap-
tain P.G. Lachlan, the Dil-
rector of Naval BService
Conditlons.

In Singapore, a Royal
Navy spokesman a;ild to-
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In Singapore, a Royal
Navy spokesman sald to-
day: *It s true of course
that a proportion of the
16000 officers and men
serving with the Far East
fleet do not have thelr
wives with them.

“It 1s not the polley for |

the wives to come out here
with their husbands unless

1hr;dm in a position ;-g
sSpe an appreclabl

of tme together InElGl-
pore.

“Yon will that
there 1s no in bring-
ing out the wife and fami-
ly of & man who Is to spend
llmum.‘unu of the year
here at sea”

There are. according to
the spokesman. only about
5,000 wives and children of
British naval personnel in
Singapore.

Separations

*In the other services, of
course, the chances are
better.,” the spokesman
sald. *“This question of
long separations has al-
ways been a problem with
the Navy.

“You see, It Is not =0
much the time a man
spends overseas as the

me he actnally spends at
sea. But T would say that a
separation of more than 18
months is unusual in the
Navy these days. In most
cases It Is much less.”

In Portsmouth, Dr. Rog-

J the city's
Benlm' Medleal Officer for
Mental Health, has issued
a mnr.rnm-nlut report
which says that the num-
ber of serviee wives who
attempt sulclde Is  dis-
proportionately great when
compared with clvilian
wives of the same age
Eroup

Hul:h of the trouble is
sald to stem from the Im-
mature outlpok of many
young wives, often in thelr
teens, who have left home
and friends In varlous
parts of Britain to be
parted In turn from thelr
husbands In Portsmouth.
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