NEW ROYAL YACHT LAUNCHED.

The Victoria and Albert, Third of the
Name, to be the Largest ana
Handsomest Afloat.

LONDON, May 9.—The Duchess of York,
accompanied by the Duke of Connaught
and Mr. George J. Goschen, First Lord of
the Admiraity, and others, launched the
new royal yacht Viectoria  and Albert at
Pembroke this afternoon. After the usual
prayers, the Duchess severed a cord and the
yacht glided into the water amidst vocifer-
ous cheering.

The scene atfending the launching was
one of ‘the gayest imaginable. The docks,
the neighboring buildings and all the ves-
sels in the harbor were elaborately decked
with flags and bunting. Among the Spec-
tators were snany naval and military offi-
cers and members of the civil government,
uniformed or in their robes of office. There
Wwas an enormous concourse of people 1n
and about the yards, and the greatest en-
thusiasm was manifested.

The new royal yacht -<will be, when com-
pleted, not only the largest, but also the
handsomest and most expensively equipped

yacht in the world. She is larger than the
Hohenzollern, Emperor William’s yacht, or
W. K. Vanderbilt’s Valiant, and Is of about
the size of the United States cruiset Balti-
more. She is 420 feet over all, 50 feet beam,
and has a draught of 18 feet. Her displace-
ment s 4,000 tons, The hull is of steel,
sheathed with wood and covered with cop-
per. She has a double bottom, and has three
masts, three funnels, and a é€lipper stem.
She will have two sets of triple-expansion,
four-cylinaer engines, driving twin screws,
and having 11,000-horse power. ‘The steam
will be supplied by eighteen Belleville.hoil-
ers. She is designed to have a speed of 20
knots. The interior fttings are to be of
a most costly character, and their.prepara-
tion has been under way for some time.

This is the third royal yacht called the
Victoria and Albert. The first was ordered
by the Prince Consort in 1843—a steam
yacht of 1,412 tons. The second was also
built to his order, in 1854, and was of 2,470
tons and of the old side-wheel pattern.
This is the craft which the Queen has since
used, but for'some time past it has shown
signs of de¢ay, and, although the Queen
was loath to have it give place to a newer
craft because of its early associations, she
at length was prevailed upon to do-so.

The first long sea voyage by the Queen
dnd Prince Albert was taken in the Sum-
-mer of 1842, two years after their marriage,
when they went to Scotland to visit the
places made familiar by Scott. The Royal
George was fitted for this occasion. This
craft was an old vessel, even at that time,
however, and it was due to the dissatisfac-
tion of Prince Albert with her that the
first Victoria and Albert was built.
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ROYAL YACHT DISASTER.

fThe Iew Victoria and Albert, the
Largest in the World, Lists
at the Pembrecke Dock.

LONDONXN, Dec. d.—An attempt madé 10

andock the new reyal yacht at Pembroke
this morning proved disastrous. Im n=2di-
awly after she floatel the vacht lisi=d thir-
ty degrees to purt and her starboard bilge
keel became jainmed. The strain wds so
great trat shores sixteen inches square,
ugsed in an attvmp: to prop her, were
d“ bled up and s=snapped iike mairhwood.
Tue poeinon of the vacht, a: thiz Jispiwchr
is sendy, is ceritical.

The mll extent oif the dam.l-re CANNOL Yel
be ascertained, bur it is understood that
the coal bunkers und bulikheads are twisced,
the engines strained, aund the bottom plates
bulged mward.

An immense gang of workmen are em-
ployed in the work of shoring the vessel, =0
as to prevent her capsizing. and 300 10as of
jron bailast have been taken out. It is

hoped that the yacht may be potten out to-

morrow.

Queen Victoria’s new yacht, the Victaria
and Albert, the largest in the worid. was
successfully launched May 9 last, bLeing
christened Hy the Duchess of York. 1t was
1-id down at Pembroke Dockyard toward the
end of 1897. The vessel is construcz=d of
steel and the interior is divided into a large
number of wiater-tight compartmenis. In
adgdition 1o these structural arrangamants
further security is provideqd and freedom
frcm serious fouling of the battom is ob-
tained by sieathing over the steel hull with
teak planking. outside whieh copper sheath-
ing is fasicned

The dezign for the new yazsht was gre-

ared by Sir Willlam White., Direcior of

Naval Construction, the mmatters of sveed
and accommadation having been arranged
In zeecordance with her Majesty’s wishes.

The length of Lthe vessel he‘ween parren- ‘

di-ulars is 289 feet. lensth ov=re all 439 feet,
treadth 5 feet. mean drazught of water un-
der normal conditions of 1(\:r]iug 18 feet,
Gisplaeem=nt 1.707 tons. maximum indietted
horse power 11 (4. The wvaent is to e pro-
Pprlled by twin screws. driven. by two in-
veried verliesl evlinder engines. earh en-
gine having four cylinders., and lteing piace d
in a separa“:? wAater-ti xRt namioe e e T
Sieam is provxdpd by eigitteenn waier- -tube
b-‘ulers.

Th2 present royal yacht Vieroria and Al-
brrt was huilt at Pembroke Duocksard and
wras launched Jan. 16, 18505, She is consirucer-
e of wond, with three thicknesses of ylak-
ing, so as *2 serure the association of
strenpgth with lizhtness. Her length be-
twpan nerpendijenlere je M) faet lonz 'l gver
al: 0322 feet. breadth 10 feet 3 inches. At
the time nf her con=truntimn she was u‘atl_v
rerarded as a vecsal of ave ptionid rreapor
tians and verv high spead. She is pro-
pellad hy paddle wheels, and. an her earlier
trials. attnined a ¢m-ed af abaur 163, knots
for a short run on the measured mlle vntn
Q.64 indi~2ted harse power.

The new vessal iras a-tnually ocamipeses d
Ocr. 23 1897 tbhapgh her Y-eo] was nat 1214
until Pea, 12 The 10toi cost of the scssel
i= estimated at about %5008,
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