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if HALL o b p 
- ^ s s s ^ - ^ P h e Board of Admiralty have h a d under cons iderat ion the 

quest ion of a f fording f a c i l i t i e s to the wives and f a m i l i e s of 
Naval Officers, and men s i m i l a r . t o those enjoyed by the wives 
and fami l i e s of Of f i cers a n d men of the Army and the Royal 
Marines, for the purchase of prov i s ions from the Navy and Army 
Canteen Board. 

Such f a c i l i t i e s hove not h i t h e r t o been extended to the 
wives and f a m i l i e s of-.Naval Off icers and Men. I t would obvious
l y be impossible t o g i v e any such f a c i l i t i e s for dea l ing with the 
Canteens on board s h i p , and i t has a l w a y s been considered t h a t , 
i n view of the f a c t that the organisat ion and arrangements a t 
Naval Barracks on shore d i f f e r e s s e n t i a l l y from those at M i l i t a r y 
Barracks, i  t would be undes irable to permit the wives and fami l i e s 

of Naval Off icers and Men res ident i n the Port to deal a t the 
Canteens i n the Naval Barracks. 

During the War the p r i v i l e g e was withdrawn from so ld iers* 
wives in r e c e i p t of Separation or Dependants' Allowances, but by 
a recent Army Order t h i s l i m i t a t i o n has been removed^ thus 
re s tor ing the d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n in treatment of the two S e r v i c e s . 

" Some grievance has been f e l t in the Navy that the wives 
of Naval Of f i cers and men should be debarred from the advantages 
of buying t h e i r g r o c e r i e s , e t  c from the Navy and Army Canteen 

Board whi le the wives of Army Off icers and men are permitted to do 
so:, and from time to time complaint of t h i s d i f f e r e n t i a l t r e a t 
men t has been made,. 

I t i s d e s i r a b l e t h a t t h i s gr ievance should be removed, 
but in view of the objec t ion to permit t ing the ^ ives t o deal a t 
the Canteens w i t h i n the Naval Barracks, i t has been P r o p o s e d that 
the Canteen Board should e s t a b l i s h a shop outs ide the Barracks 
at each of the Home Ports at which the wives and f a m i l i e s of 
Naval Off icers and Men should be permitted to dea l . 

I t i s a n t i c i p a t e d that complaints may be r a i s e d i n 
regard to the establ i shment of such shops i n the i n t e r e s t s of 
tradespeople with whom the shops would compete. This competi
t i o n would of course be no greater than i f the women concerned 
were permitted to enter the Barracks and deal at the Barrack 
Canteens, i n accordance with the e x i s t i n g Army system, and the 
objec t ion w i l l i n r e a l i t y be to the establ ishment of such corn
p e t i t i o n where i t has not p r e v i o u s l y existed- . 

In view of t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y of complaint by pr iva te 
t r a d e r s , the approval of the War C a b i n e t i s sought t o the 
p r i n c i p l e invo lved before arrangements are made with the Navy 
and Army Canteen Board for opening the shops , 

(Signed) W.H. LONG. 
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