4 NATIONAL NAVAL MUSEUMM,

TOTHIE GDRTTOR OF THE TIMNES,
. Sir,~—Tho present year, which has witnessed
-tho celebration of tho centenary of Trafaigar,
sbonld, I venturs to suggest, withess also the
ingngawration of a permanent national memorial of
the Nuvy that Nelson know ahd adorned, of all

the noval past ous of which 1% had come, and of

he developments which havo followed, The time
lias arrived when this nation, which has cxisted
by virtue of sea power, and ‘which cannot exist
withioub i, should not be behind Franee, Spain,
or eny other couuntry which glorics in o distin-
cuished navel past, in possessing a visiblo present-
ment of its naval lu story, loeated where 211 men

may see and study it. What is required is a Naval
Mluscum, in which shall be biought together
CVCIY Lhmm that will throw Ught upon the mauterial
c-hamc{c,r the life, aad the occupations of the
Navy of cvery period. Tach year that goes by
rendexs moro difficndb the establishment of such 2

mseunm, becanse valuable pictures and prints,

which nnrrht be permanent possessions of the
nation, are being bonght up in the United States

and even in Gc,rm'l,ny, while relics, which would,
in many cases, be prcqcntmi to a truly national
collection, pass sometimes into careless hands on
thetr ineviteble cotrse towards deswrnetion. This
country is extraordinarily rich in illustrations of
tho Navy of the past and of all that concerns it
bub ite treasores aro seattered far and wide, and
are perishing, except in certain cases, year by
year,

'o many who, like mv%eli have. devoted much:
attention to mval bistory, the value of snch =
museum must have suggested itself, Tho dispersed
state of our naval colleobions mrush at times have
distressed and cven alarmed them. Many treasures
are at Greenwich, not a few at the Rov:d United
Service Ipstitation, somo in the Britisi hiuseant,
and others afi Sonbh Kensinzton, to name no.more
of their nurnerous repositorics, some of which, -
fortunately, are unknown at the present time, and
therefore cannof be ramed. Leb any one open the
catalorue of tlie Royal Naval IExhibition of 1891,
and he will discover that many of those who
exhibited their treasures are dead, and that ib
wonld bo nocasy matter to iraco Lthe objects they,
then enabled the public t0 examine, Some vears
ago I handled a walking stick which ore of the
Spanizh admirals at ’I;‘mfa.lgar presented to Col-
lingwood. Ilopeitisstill in existence, and is
known to bewhat it isy bhut a lotter which I
wrote to its posscssor at tho hiouso swhere it was
preserved was retumed from the Dead Yetter
Office, that posscssor probably having dicd, so
that Tam no longer able to trace it, This is
merely an illustration of how treaswwes of which
there may be st one time public or privete know-
ledgo are lost to'sight, 2nd moy ofton be undis-
coverable. : :




It. fny be obgccied that ono or other of the
public musewms I have mentioned might answer
the purpose I bave in view ; bub Greemvich is too
far from the heart of the metvopoliy, besides being
inadequate, tho admirable muscuwn in Whitchall
has neither the spaco nor the suitability for a
gre?:b naval museum, and the British Muscun and

Pouih Kensington seem to he outi ' of the question
_ ‘11tob\,‘her I we aro to associate the proposed
museum with the memory of Nelson, to make
it worthy of this great noval nation, and
o place it in the wvery centro of national
life, I ean couceive no position so snitable
23 Trafalgar-square, wnder the very shadow
of the Nelson column, and at the opening of the
avenue which is to lead through the Mall to
Buckingham Palace, On this chosen sile a
dl%momsherl building might be ecrected, in the
near neighbourhood of the Admiralty, which
vould do honoor to the British Navy and to
Ndfon, and ot the same time add moch to the
imposing character of Trafalgar-square.

I beliove it would not Le long befors such.a
museum would come to ho considered as necessary
to tho nation 2ud the sbudentas ave the National
Gallery, tho National Portrait Gallery, and other
malleries of tho metropolis. It world not neces-
J\.mh* be exhaustivo in any part, but wonld, 2kove
all ﬂuu%, be completely representative and,
there,fmo, abundantly iostreuctive. Somo obxects
might appropriately be removed irom (Greenwiel,
including the Nelson relies, and some, perhans,
Irom South Kensington. Neither of these places
would, however, be denuded of whal naval
interest they possess. Doubtless many whoown
naval treasmres wonld in the enwmse of years
greotly enrich the proposed muzeum.




L concaive that there should be a cowmplete
exposition of the material of the Navy in ships,
armanmcnt, and equipment from the carliest times
in the form of selected wmodels and pictures. Tt
will illustrate my meaning if 1 say that the models
should be as few ag possible, not ane heing
included that did not represent atiype or a.step
forward in maval construction, or was nob in iself
2 specislly interesting oxample. Ivery aspect of
naval lifo woeld have its plzce in the museum.
There wonld he » grest series of maval portraits,
doubtless many of {hem paintings, bub the vast

mujority fine mezzotints and other engravings, all
grouped and arranged historically. Relics of
famous officers mlg.hi, be expected uWltimately to
furnish an important section. The sceial life of
the N..vy' would Do represented by the hands of
great naval arbists, satirists, and caricaturists of
former times. The accmp'ltmns of the Navy would
be illustrated by paintings and epgravings of
battles ; and lwdrorwaplw,g STIrVOFing, and dis-
covery wonld havo thelr placo. Such collections
alveady exist in this country, rmany of them in
private hands, hut no dom}t in somo casa 35 pro-
curable for tho notion. It mwight be thought
snitable, worcover, thab doc.umc:ni.s of nawl
interest should he preserved in the library which
should be attached to the masenm.

The Naval Muscnn should not De o collection

maraly. It showld be a centre of instruetion,
“-;m,(‘ml lomn. exhibitions should be arranged {rom
time to time in celebration of famous victories, in
honour of greas naval cormmanders, or in illusira-
tion of particolar periods of naval Thistory.
Students shonld be encoutaged fo use the musenm,
und courses of lectmres showld bo avrenged for
their instruction., The very cotalogue raisonns
of such o musenm would bo an invaluable contel-
Tration to naval history. I bhope the Prince of
Wales, who possesses » mmagnificent eolleetior of
“mfs, wowld comsent to he the patron of the
movement suggested, and there must be many
collectors and students 1o Admirals Sir Cyprian
Bridgo and Sir Wilmot Fawkes, also Sir Charles
Cust, Professor Laughton, Commander Robinson,
My, J. R, Thursfield, aud othexs who would lend
their :3,1.1 No-doubt, » considerable sum of money
would be required, but the Office of Pablic Wo::l\:,
should have a kindly fecling for the m‘opanal,
those whose lavish mumﬁcenca is-Qisplayed in thcs
founding of libravies and othor institutions might
be clcpenclml upon, I think, to help in the creation
of an institution which would be more interesting
than any of them, and would ecertainly lie nearer
to the palses of our national life, The centenary
year of "'rafalozr wonld be worthily honoured b}r
the inauguration of & movement to bring about
the foundations of the Naval Muscum whmh is
suggested. I am, Sir, yours faithinlly,
JOIN LEYLAND,




