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} Thas targed was initially detected by 273 at 45,500 ydo and at 30,43
by 284, and the smplitvde of thc echoes becmze suificicnt te hold bear
fimely on the bearing tube ai 25,800 yds. Frem thisz Tiwe on, beering
continad 1o be held without difficulty oun the beam tube and, with the table
to indirect; range and speed-zevoes plots niabilined, all gven at the
ready = the dirsctor leying by Stabilis-d Sight, the moment to open fire
vop avaited with some confidence. It bad previcusly been cdetorn sd  to
cloge to within st ¢ll renge if possible cr, in the event of the eneny-
firing firet, to fire blind at the moment of seeing her gZung flash.

Starshell waa Tired from the port 5.25 batiery and at onco p ovided
illumination; 2% First impreseion “Scharnhovzt™ apposis ]

and silver-gréy in colour. The table vas ocwitched ‘dlructf at onGa,

the pottings already estimated were retainod, and the first teu—gun broadsicos

waa fired at 1651 at trus-rangs of 11,90 yds to score a stracdle avnd a
hit low dowi and well forward. Scharphorst immediately turned auzy b
a Erioke T1oat e«ses Later when illuminstion bocams unsced

ind
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Ainfactory blind five
wes maintained as the range slowly opsned os &he HSeharnhorst® Grew
. sway. 44 broadeides were firved, 25 being reported as straddles and 36
/ other a2 200 yds or lesz, all by Radar spoltingonpenels Li2 and Lida
'Schezahorst™ was alse engaging with her main srmewent and degpite etz
2500 yds shovt sbe soon had the reuge, aud Tule of York wes straddica
several times. This for the contral wan {he most testing time of the
whole engagement, for nc visible regults were coming from own fall of shot
and the large ovange flashes or the horizon appeaicc ertremaly menacing.
fhe minirom renge ia blind fire wes 13400 yds al about 1717 and opsncd
witil at 1824 at 22,000 yds, the Tvpe 204 d weloped a temporary Gefect.
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Ciie of the shotg ot 17— 18 000 yds; it laber iranspired; had winged
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n9charnhiorst™ on o1 near a propsiler shaft and reduced her spaed. Ine
raige wWas qu;chly closed and vrasking by Tvps 284 staried agoin at ?A,G yd
tevece. She Gid not appoar to obmerve the approxch ef ine ke of Yor

who opeisd fire with a broadside at 10400 ¥dze This creaied €010
havoe aft. Direcet fire was now possible and 25 brosdsidss were firsd
with many hits. A% 1522 when the T2nd breadside Fell, it was noticsd

on all Hadar tubss thai the echo, =2fter appesaring az a normal straddie,
developed into a great bunch of width 800 yds either side 01 the targei;

at the game time a ccusideradle sxplosicn ocouryed aft in "Scharnhorsii.

‘ Fire was checked at 1929 after 80 brosdsides, bty which time she was
' a blazing wrsck, very low in the water — shs san< shortly afterwards."
1 And above ihem all the fires are quenched? (Dante; Inferno Cemto 14, last
lina). How few of that company were able to say, as Dante, with Virgil hic
guide at the exit frow lell; in the last lines of the Infeinc, *Then we came

forth to see the ztars cnce more.’t
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