plastic covers were denonstrated.

,the 'natemal thoagﬂ_ in any case thls wa.s no* a seriocus disedvante ge.

view that it would be a grest benefit to abolish the blue cap;: Whlch

" expense of upkeep for officers as well as rat:mgs. K

The Commander-in-Chief
Hediterranean
22nd Jenvary 1953

Wo.112/ed. 2005/15 _ T

TE SECREIARY OF F ¥ AINIRALTY :
Refereénce:~ ALy V.14/1455/52 of 14t way 1952 oS T
Reference ARG R ~ [V Rece . oy
‘-gsLﬂﬁig 3 5
PRIAL OF ORFICHRS' CAR WIGH WHITw ¥ ol ,
o PLASYIC UCP 3
A .S %
1
De pleased to inform Their Lordships thet I have used |
no @the“\cap otner than one with a white vplastic top since the
18t ay 1952, Ky Flag Lieutenant has also used onl ¥y a cap :
with a plastic fop or a blue cap with a white plastic cover
during the same neriod. The separate white nlastic cover is 'not
as neat loocking or as .satisfactory as & permenent white plastic
ton. The answers t the questionnaire gbout whits tooned caps
are - S
A
1.(&) e appearance of these capsare in my opinion swarter _
thar 2 blue cap with a white cap cover and have o
retained this smart apoearance after more than 8 months'
hard continuous wear.
2. o breatidown of the plzstic fabric has occurred.
3. “here hes Deen no ohservable discoloiration. h
L.(a) iy cap s becosz dirty on owcasions when my head has |
tonch ed an oily overhezd vine or funnel smuts have _
settled on it and once when dropped to the ground. -

(b, ¥y steward informs ue that the cap i1s very easy to
clsan by wiving over with a spongeé using soap and

waLer,

5. ‘ez plastic Gop cap is codler, lishterand in every
way ore confortable.

6. is cep is definitely accepteble for wear all the
_y ar round.

2. I note that in my 'oredecessor‘s submission lo.21)/led . 2005/15
of 30th Januery 1952, althou h he stated that the triel white plastic
zeszmn's czp wes en lmgrovensnt on the present white cap he 2id not

recemmend the we ering of permenent wulte caps 2t home., Having
seen the reports of the zuatlorities concermed I find-thet four out
of five were in Tavonr of oolishing blue caps eltogether; T
th erafo*‘@ reised the whole guestion oncs more at a meeting of all
the Commanding Officers of +he Fleet at which +the- eops with white

2B Their Pe.'\erul views were that the Caps vere v ery smart
but that there was & terdency for the white surfece to ylint in . -
the survlﬂg,n t vhich might possibly be overcome by slightly roug)"enl

AR ’Dhe o'tuar\di g Offl(:ﬂrs were further Lma.nlmous :Ln t‘hm.r

doubles the space reqrired to stow seamen's caps and- increases: the




5. All officers and Petty Officers are well aware of the
unfortunate tendency of cep bards und cap wvers to wander from the
centrel position so that it is no unusual sight o ses & high
proportion of officers and Petty Officers with neither cover
nor cap badge correctly lined up. With the plastic topped cap,
the white top cemnot move ind the cap band with badge can be sewn
nerpenently in the correct position.

6., Y feel very strongly that the time has coms
blue cocps throughout the Navy and to wear white s
round on ell stations. “hey inveriebly look smarier
edvantsge whatever can be seen 1n blus caps,

T O?fice s possessing blue ceps can, of course, retain thew
end vear them with white ﬂap covers, linenr or plastic.

‘3




Commander -in~Chief
Lediterranean |
e 19th hay 1953 5

No 781/1.;ed 2005/15
£ SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY

PRIAL OF OPFICHERS! CAPS w1 WEITE

PLASIIC 1OPS
/D //

With reference to ny submission 112/i d.200545
of 22nd January, 1953, be pleased to inform Their
Lordships that experience in thez last six months has
more than confirmed the opinions I previously expressed.

. I gtrongly reaffirn wy opinion that the time has now

come to abolish blue caps throughout the Kavy and to
wear white ceps with plastic tops all the year round
on all Stetions,

|

ADMIRAL



Singapore.

1st June, 1953,

Ref. No. 36/3\L
FLAG OFFICER MALAYAN AREA,

3

ROYAL NAVAL OFFICERS' CAP WITH PLASTIC
CROWN AND QUARTERINGS ,

The following report is forwarded in accordance S
with Commander-in-Chief, Far East Statlon's letter :

No. FES.804/1 of 17th April, 1952. Replies to the

questionnaire are as follows:-

1. (a) Generally satisfactory though the cap has a
cheap and ersatz appearance as compared with
the normal pique covered cap.

(b) Yes except for the factors menticned in
Flag Officer Malaysan Area's letter
Malaya No. 521/4 dated 10th December, 1952.

(c) Yes except for reasons given in paragraphs
1 (a), 3 and 4a.

2. No.

3. Discolouration has now spread over the crown,
head band and outer surface, This has caused the cover
to crinkle., The inside of the cap is badly stained and
the inner head band has begun to rot especially where it
comes into contact with the forehead. The lnner peak is
very solled after constant thumbing. The chin stay button
covering 1s badly frayed and the buttons are rusting.

(a) The cap needs washing with soap and nail
brush weekly. During a hull inspection of a
ship the cap was worn in machinery spaces,
bilges etc., and despite frequent markings
with paint etc., it was very easily cleaned.

(b) Yes -« as far as the outer surface is
concerned,

5. The cap is quite as comfortable in hot
weather as that at present in general issue.

6. For general daily use yes, but it is not up
to ceremonial standards for which purpose an additional
pique cover must be used,

&. d::-ﬂ.p.-:_n_n.o . /i;@jfl:’:f«%@~
(E. KIRKWOOD) f"%,f : \
A/CAPTAIN, R.N./ &);
COMMANDING 0}:**5'10?;1;'1.4E 2@ JUN 13

BEnclosures- A

T NFPLramnrwle Anon \\(4yél\i B‘_.
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TRIAL OF OFFICERS' CAP WITH WHITE PLASTIC TOP.

FROM .... THE COMMANDING OFFICER, H.i.S. VA GUARD, at Sea.
DATE .... 17th Septermber, 1952. No: 9025/77

0 .... THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, HO:Z FLEKT.

The following report is submitted in accordance with Admirelty
Letter v.14/1455/52 of 25th March, 1952.

w-ug—;., T
APPILARANCE .
2, The appearahce of the cap is setisfactory when new, and no

deterioration has taken place in six months,

3. The plastic cover has a freshly laundered look and is
indistinguisheble from a new pique cover at a distance. At close
guarters it has a distinct bloom, like a starched cover, which is
not however detrimental to its appearance.

Ly In general I would say that this cap is superior in appearance
to that of anything but a new cloth cep with a new pigque cover, and
the cover seems to retain its shape far better than a cloth cap does.
Although perhaps lacking in individuality, it has the adventage that
it cannot be worn in a "gorblimey" fashion, or without a grommet.

5. The croéwn of the cap as supplied for trial was cut disprop=-
ortionately large.

DURABILITY.

6. No sign of breakdown of the plastic fabric has occured.
DISCOLOURATION.

7. No sign of discolouration has been observed.,

CLIANTIG.

8. The plastic material appears to be much less subject to
soiling in wear than an ordinary pique cover.

9. Ease of cleaning is the cap's most striking quality. Ordinary
soiling is quickly removed by a sponge-over. Two particular tests have
been carried out: in the first, the contents of ash trays were tipped
onto the cover and rubbed in, and in the second, some fuel oil was
spilt onto the cover - a guick sponging, and in the case of the o0il
a rub with lighter fluid, removed ell sign of staining in both ceses,
and the cap looked like new. Penetration of oil into the seams might,
however, be more difficult to remove.

COMFORT.
10. No opportunity hes arisen to wear this cap in hot weather.

11, My only criticism as regards comfort is that the cap as
supplied had a tautly stretched crown which prevented the cap from being
well settled down on the head, and caused it to perch uncomfortably high
By shortening the grommet this defect was to some extent remedied. The
plastic cover must, however, necessarily be well stretched, and does
not_lnt takf up the shape of the crown of the head quite as comfortably



ACCEPTABILITY,

12, I consider this cap to be quite acceptable for wear all the year
round. It is smart, durable, easily cleaned, and probazbly far cheaper than
a cloth cap with the cost of piqué covers added. It is not, however, cuite
80 comfortable,

13, If it should be introduced, I would suggest that it should be an
optional alternative to the cloth cap with piqué cover, at any rate until
its acceptability to officers as a whole has been established,

METAL CAP BADGE.

14 I have no hesitation in saying that I consider the metal cap badge,
as supplied, to be greatly superior in appearance and durability to the
embroidered pattern. After several years of wear, I have found that these
metal cap badges have retained an almost new appearance, in marked contrast
to the discoloured and faded badges which are so often to be observed. The
metal badges require no cleaning,

15. The pattern as supplied is perhaps disproportionately large.

1]
[

[ .

j
CAPTAIN,




- E L i
Commander-in-Chief, . . _ S HM.S. VANGUARD
Home Fleet. at DO YT

H.F. Date

7th Cetober, 1952.

120/1,96/3

Subject

TRIAL OF (FWIXER3' OLF WITH

Enclosures

The To mandine Cfficer, H,1L S, Vansuarl's letter
o, 025/77 of 47th September, 1952,
THE SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY
(Go-ies to:-
The Jomwander-in-Chief, Far Tast Stoticon.
' sander-in-Chief, Bost Indies “taticn,

m -
Tne Co?
T

The Tompander-in-"hief, ‘editerransan.

The Comrmander— 1n—,nLef, fouth itlantic,

The Jommander-in-‘hief, America and West Incies.
The Commander-in-Chief, Tortsmouth.

The = nmander—ln—JHLSf. The Nore,

The Commander-in-Chief, Tlymouth,

The Flag Cfficer Air (Home!,

The Commandineg Cfficer, H.1.3. Vanmusrd, !

Porwarded for the consideration of Their Lordsnirs,

. The Cfficers' c¢ar with white :lastic toz hzs wany
advantares, particularly in wet weather, zndé its aprearance
is superior to the averase cap with a used ciou€ car cover.
Cn the other hand it is inferior to a new cloth can with a
new or freshlv laundered pioue cover,

3. It is recommended that the plastic top should be
intreduced 2z an optional alternstive to, and not 23 a re-
rlacement for, the existing cap,

4. The adoption of the metal cop badge is not
recommanded,




The Flag Officer, Halayan Area,
H,}., Naval Base,
Singepore.

Malaya No. 521/1 10th December, 1952,

THE COMMANDER-INN-CHIEF,
FAR EAST STATICN,
(Copy toi-
The Commanding Officer,
H, M, S. TERROR)

ROYAL NAVAL OFFICERS' CAP WITH PLASTIC CROWN AND
QU.AR‘I‘ERJI\IGS

With reference to FES.804/1 of 17th April, 1952, the
plastlo cap allocated for trial has been worn consistently by an
of ficer whose duties necessitated his being largely out of doors.
The following are the replies to the questionnaire:-

1 (a) Generally satisfactory though the cap
has a somewhat cheap and garish °
appearance in comparison with that now
in issue.

(b) Yes ~ except for factors referred to in
paragraphs 1(a), 3, and 4{a).

2 No.

3 The cap now is not as white as the normal pique cover.
An officer wearing one on parade would definitely be
shown up by the caps of ratings in his Division. PFurther,
discolouration has appeared as a ring where the head band
of the cap bears down when the cap is placed top
downwards.

I (a) Cop needs washing with soap weekly to
get dirt from seams and piping, Although
the wearer uses little hair dressing the
inside of the cap has become very stained.
The staining has not spread to the outer
surface of the cap but has caused somd
slight crinkling,

(b) Yes - as far as the outer surface is
concerned.

5 The cap is Quite as comfortsble in hot weather as that at
"~ present in general issue. '

-6 No - for the reasons given in paragraphs 1(a), 3, and L4{a).

[N

- REAR ADMIRAL. -y

CAR FAST STATION



MRGI! ... THE COHANDING OFFICER, H.M.S. NEWFOUIDLAND, at Sea.
DATE ... 23rd May, 1953 RefJNo. 287/4

TO ... THE CQIIANDER~IN~CHIEF, EAST INDIES STATION

"MIAL OF CRRICERS' CAP WITH WIITE PLASTIC TOP.

The following report is forverdsd in continuation of
ny letter number 287/1 of 6th October, 1952 and your letter
number 705/E.I. 1102/1 of 15th October, 1952,

2o  With reference to the questionnaire with Admiralty
Letter Vo14/1455/52 of 25th larch, 1952

1 (a) and (b) Yes.

2 . N' (@]
5 . MNo
L(a) In constant daily use it is soiled

by funnel smuts, occagional dirt and grease, and all the normal
hazards comnon to the cap cover of current pattern. This
soiling is however less marked than with the pique cover.

(b) A sponge dipped in soapy water has
successfully cleaned the cap without difficulty except for one
feint persistent mark of ink.

5e Equally comfortable.
G Yes, If white toozed caps were worn

all the year round, thus allowing the plastic top to replace the
blue cloth, the can would nrove lighter and less hot.




A i
201 ... THE CQT'ANDING OFFICER, H..S. NEVFOUNDLAND, at Sea.
DATE ... 20th November, 1953 Ref.No,287/1

TO ... THE COZANDER~IN=-CHIEF, EAST INDIES STATICN

TRIAL OF OFWICER'S CAP WITH WHITH PLASTIC COVER

The following revort is forwarded in continuation of
my letter number 287/1 of 23rd May, 1953.

2. With reference to the questionnaire with Admiralty
Letter V.14/1455/52 dated 25th Narch, 1952:-

s

1.(2)(b) & (o) - Yes. ¥ost satisfactory. T e

2 and 3. - No

L., (a) - Temoorary dirt common to constant daily wear.
I, (b) - The cap cover cleans easily with soav and water

and then loocks like new.
5 - Equally comfortable,
6. - FPar more acceptable ani economical as the cover

retains its new avpearance after cleaning.

3e It is intended to retain the cav for a further five
months, and then to return it to the Director of Victualling,
rendering a further revort only if the cover deteriorates,

CAPTATN



ROYAL NAVAL, OFFICERS' CAP WITH PLASTIC GROWN
AND QUARTERINGS.
(The Conmand.mg Officer, H,M,S. TERROR, Singapore's
letter No, 36/26 dated 1lst June, 1953,)

- e e o mm e we e P e ar Em e an e Em e M mm me ms em  Sm mm e o= e

Malava No. 521/,

THE COMMANDER-IN~-CHIEF,
FAR EAST STATION,
(Copy to:-

The Commanding Officer,
H.}, S, TERROR, )-

Forwerded in continuation of Malaya No.521/k
of 10th December, 1952,

2. - Even when new this capl was not so smart as
that now in issue, After 12 months service its
inferiority is apparent, _ ; -

3. T do not recommend its introduction in the
Service,

The Flag Officer, A ap
Malayen Area, 3 .
H,M, Naval Base, '

SINGAFORE, -

8th June, 1953,

BOMMEANDTE *! ;
JL- Iy % ‘

FAR EAST L,H\T) Y W/l«‘:/m (gtlﬂ




